11 14 2018             GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (II)
The Holy Spirit is the sovereign work of God in the Church for the exhortation, edification, comfort, and victory to bring the church through victorious. 

I Cor. 12:1-11; 12:28

The initial list of gifts is nine and with the list given in verse 28 indicates the Holy Spirit bestows gifts to accommodate the five-fold office as well.
There are additional gifts found in Scriptures to be added to the list mentioned in I Corinthians 12. 
Likewise, there are other fruit of the Spirit listed in addition to             Galatians 5:22-23.
The gifts are to meet all the need found in the body of Christ.

There is a process of growth and maturity in the exercise of spiritual gifts. In order that the church might receive profitable edification, God desires that the gifts be exercised maturely: “Brethren, do not be children in understanding...but in understanding be mature.”                                  (I Cor. 14:30)  
The five-fold ministry is equipped with spiritual gifts in order to bring the church to maturity. 

All the spiritual gifts are not subject to the five-fold ministry but given as needed by the Holy Spirit to bring edification, exhortation, comfort, healing, knowledge and wisdom, power over the enemy and victory to the body of Christ.

Understanding the meaning and operation of gifts:

Word of Wisdom: This is not wisdom in general but the gift of a “word of wisdom.”
Used by itself, it is not necessarily a vocal gift. “Word” (logos) is defined as a concept, idea, or saying, subject matter, reason, narrative or doctrine. 

If the idea of “utterance” had been meant, probably the Greek word (rhema) would have been used instead of (logos).

Working together with prophecy, the “word of wisdom” could function as a vocal gift.

Acts 6:10

“And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spoke.”

The Holy Spirit gave those words of wisdom to Steven.

The Holy Spirit gave “word of wisdom” to the apostles as well.

Acts 15:28

“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things…”

While there are many meanings to wisdom, in the local church there are times when important decisions need to be made concerning a course of action to take. The operation of the “word of wisdom” could provide the Spirit’s guidance. (I Cor.2:13-16)

Word of Knowledge: This gift of a “word of knowledge” may be referred to in I Cor. 1:5

“That in everything you are enriched by Him, in all utterances, and in all knowledge…”
If the “word of wisdom” gives insight to the church for practical action, a “word of knowledge” must bring to light the principles of doctrine that form a basis for the action.

This gift may bring spiritual truth to the attention of the church, or it may reveal facts that are needed for further action.

The seven churches of Revelation chapters 2-3 these gifts of the “word of wisdom’ and a “word of knowledge” to discern the spiritual conditions of the seven churches to which John wrote.

These gifts provided guidance of the churches for knowledge and action, they were to take as a body, yet they are not for personal guidance.

Silas was a prophet, but it is never recorded that he gave guidance to Paul in his decisions.

God gave Paul visions and directions to go and preach at Macedonia, yet Silas was with him at that time.

Gifts of revelation work in harmony with the word of God, never contradicting its teachings; for the inspired word is called a “more sure word of prophecy.” (II Pet. 1:19)
Gift of faith: Better referred to as “Special faith” because it is that gift of faith differs from saving faith and the normal Christian faith, “without which it is impossible to please God.” (Heb. 11:6)

All faith is alike in nature, but the gift of faith or special faith differs from others in degree and in application. 

“Special faith” works often in conjunction with healing and miracles. The gift of faith is seen in operation in the healing of the lame man at the gate of the temple recorded in Acts chapter three. 

This special faith working through Peter:

It would seem to come upon certain of God’s servants in times of special crisis or opportunity in such mighty power that they are lifted right out of the realm of even natural or ordinary faith in God, and have a divine certainty put within their souls that triumphs over everything.

Jesus said, “have faith in God” (Mk. 11:22)

Greek renders it “Have the faith of God”

This quality of faith suggests in the next verse (Mk. 11:23), with this divine imparted faith one might say to this mountain, “Be removed and cast into the sea” and it would happen. 

This mountain symbolizes any apparently impossible obstacle to the mission of the Church.

Gifts of Healings: The Greek makes clear that both “gifts” and “healings” are plural. This fact would suggest either that there are many gifts of healing for different diseases, or that each exercise of the healing power is a separate gift.

Nowhere in the New Testament is a person said to have “the gift of healing.” 

What is certain, is that God has made provision that physical healing would be a ministry of His church, and that gifts of healings would operate along with faith.

Healing is so common in the ministry of Jesus and the apostles that it would seem far removed from the Bible pattern.

In addition to “gifts of healings”, all elders (pastors) are to be ready to anoint with oil all the sick who call for them, and to pray over them the prayer of faith; God has promised to raise up the sick and to forgive their sins. (James 5:14-15)       
Jesus said, “signs (healing) would follow them that believe.”
Working of Miracles: Also referred to as “Operation of miracles”

Greek: (energemata dunameon), which literally rendered is “operations of supernatural powers.” As, with the “gifts of healings” both terms are plural.

The gift of faith working with the “operation of supernatural powers.”
A miracle would then be an act of supernatural power action contradicting known scientific laws and is hence thought to be due to supernatural causes, especially to an act of God.

The New Testament events of supernatural origin are called “signs” and “wonders” and “miracles”. (Acts 2:22; 2:43; 6:8; 8:13; Heb. 2:4)

Wonder is never used by itself. It is always used together with the term “sign”. 

God does not manifest His power just to cause wonderment; he always signifies or teaches something with His miracles… “God always bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles [acts of power], and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?”             (Heb. 2:4)

Examples of miracles: (Acts 5:18-20; 12:5-10; 16:23-30)
Elymas blinded Acts 13:8-12

Transporting Philip Acts 8:39-40
Raising Dorcas Acts 9:36-42

Shaking off the viper Acts 28:3-5 
