11 18 2018               THE OBJECT OF YOUR FAITH
The book of Romans is very important to the believer. The first chapter reveals a very big statement for us to understand and live by.

Ro. 1:16-17

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first, and, also for the Greek.

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith” 

Romans chapters 1-4 teach us we must approach God by faith.

These chapters establish these facts:

1. Men are saved by faith

2. The verb and noun for faith are used 36 times

3. Christ is used 7 times between Ro. 1 and 4:25
Paul inspired by the Holy Spirit, is taking the believer from the means of  faith, to the object of their faith.

We know we are to approach God by faith.

Examples:

God the Judge of all:

1. The Gentile PAGON, feels he should have eternal life because he was ignorant of God’s Messiah. 

Answer: But he is found guilty because the Scriptures proclaim His reality.

He is judged on the bases of the knowledge he has.

2. The JEW, a moral man and one who lives by the standards he sets for himself. He states: I am moral and have kept the standard I live by.

The law states:

You are required to keep the standard you have made perfect.

Results:

Answer: You are guilty because you have not kept the standard you chose to live by, and because you condemned and found fault with others for their failures.

3. A RELIGIOUS Jew, who rejects the fact that we must be justified by faith. He states: As a religious person I have many advantages.
A. Because I am God’s chosen tool, I should be justified.

B. Because God would be unjust in judging those He uses as tools in the world.

The law states:

Answer: The law was written to you Jews, but you have not kept the law. Since you refused to be God’s tool according to His revealed will, you forfeit your right to justification and salvation on this basis.

Results:

So, we see equal standing of Jew and Gentile before the Justice of God.
So, we see from Ro. 1-2 The extent of man’s sin

So, we see from Ro. 3 man in sin could not save himself

Only means getting to heaven is by faith!

The religious argue:

 “Isn’t this a new way of salvation?”

Answer:

Ro. Ch. 4 reveals the principle of justification

1. Abraham was justified by faith

2. Circumcision a sign of justification

3. Promise of God to Abraham is made good by faith

4. Salvation in the law was by faith
Man can only be justified by faith!

  Romans chapter 5
The emphasis from the means of our faith to the object of our faith. This was to show us how our salvation by faith was accomplished.

From Ro. 5:2- Ro. 9 the word faith is not used

The reference to Christ is suddenly used 10 times in                     Ro. 5:  1,6,8,9,10,11,14,15,17,18,19,21  

Ro. 5:1-11 (NKJV)

Note: The believer is brought into fellowship and peace with God through Jesus Christ.

Ro. 5:12-21 (NKJV)

Note: The finished work of Christ is the only means of justification and all the benefits of salvation are provided to mankind through this one act.

BLESSING: The Scriptures reveal to us that God, before the foundation of the world, decided upon a specific plan of redemption and established the principles necessary for salvation.

The principle of “Headship”

 Ro. 5:12-14
12. “Therefore, just as through one man, sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-

13. For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
14. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.”
Note: “The principle of Headship,” the action of one man are imputed, put to the account of those whom he represents.

FIRST ADAM:
 The “Headship” of mankind
1. Adam was to have faith in God and obey His word

2. Adam was to multiply and fill the earth with people                  (Gen. 1:26-28)
3. Adan was put in the Garden of Eden (paradise) (Gen. 2:15)
4. Adam walked with God in fellowship (Gen. 3:8)
5. Adam worked with God naming the animals (Gen. 2:20)
6. Adam disobey God in touching the fruit forbidden (Gen. 3:6)
7. Adam provided his own covering for sin (Gen. 3:7)
8. Adam was expelled from the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:22-24)
         9. Adam passed to all mankind the principle of sin and death                (Ro. 5:12; 8:2; I Cor. 15:21-22)

       10. Adam ‘s influence is realized in the souls of mankind                                          (Gen. 3:6; 6:5; 8:21; Ro. 3:10-18; Eph 2:3)
SIN AND DEATH, came through the “headship” of one man!

Put to the account of all mankind.

LAST ADAM:

The “Headship” of the redeemed

SALVATION AND REDEMPTION, came through the “Headship” of one Man!

Put to the account of all mankind who put their faith in Christ.

Ro. 5:12-21 (17-19)

CONCLUSION:

So then, Romans 5 presents to us Jesus Christ, the object of our faith and declares to us that the benefits of salvation are totally the result of His righteous sacrifice as our “Headship” and representative. (Eph. 5:2)
“And walk in love, as Christ has also loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma”

The promise granted by faith Ro. 4:13-25 (13)
Faith triumphs in trouble Ro. 5:1-5

II Cor. 5:21
“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin (sin-offering) for us, that we might (be made) become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

The First Adam’s “Headship” brought sin and death

The Last Adam’s “Headship” brought righteousness and eternal life!

BLESSING: The dying Jesus laid the foundation, satisfying for sin, but it is the living Jesus (resurrected) that perfects the work; He lives to make intercession. By His death He saves from penalty; by His life from the power of sin. 

Through Jesus Christ alone the believer comes into fullness of joy, being saved from wrath, imparted with love, not only going to heaven, but going triumphantly. 
The implication of Romans 5; that faith is only as good as its object.

Jesus Christ and who He is, and what He did, is good!

Our faith in Jesus Christ, and who He is, and what He did,             is good!

THE OBJECT OF YOUR FAITH!

AMEN! (Let it be so according to the truth)  
