11 21 2018                              THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving=Thanks to, be given

An annual Holiday practiced in the United States of America usually the 4th Thursday of November. 

In 1623, the date was July 30. In 1631, the Pilgrims were in a bad way again, and set February 22 as a day of fasting and prayer. That day, a ship arrived with provisions and February 22 became Thanksgiving Day. In 1633, the Massachusetts bay Colony held two Thanksgiving Days-June 19 and October 16. From then on until the Revolutionary War, when Congress interested itself, the dates varied from June to October and November. Congress was just as undecided as the Pilgrims and the various colonies, which had celebrated Thanksgiving whenever their Governors felt the urge.
There wasn’t an autumn Thanksgiving at that time 1775-1781.

Washington picked February 19 as Thanksgiving Day

However, by 1830 the custom had become rather general.

Thanksgiving Day: PURPOSE
This was thanks to be given to God for their survival through the first year after coming to the new world. These were pilgrims who had arrived the year before. 

With the aid of 100 American Indians and 55 colonists, the new settlers celebrated and gave thanks to God for means of surviving the first hash winter.

Over half the first of this new group of colonists died of exposure or hunger.

When the Mayflower was to depart for England, not one person who had survived was on board. All stayed in the newfound land.

The freedom was worth living or dying for.

Later: 

Abraham Lincoln, after being pestered by Sarah J. Hale he declared the last Thursday of November to be observed as national Thanksgiving Day. Sarah Hale had spent 20 years working to get this Holiday made permanent.  
However, in 1941, President Roosevelt and Congress changed the term “Last Thursday” to “Forth Thursday in November.”

 Since some Novembers have five Thursdays, Thanksgiving is celebrated the fourth Thursday every year.

THANKSGIVING DAY: Much as the first Thanksgiving
There are many things to be thankful and praise God for.

1. Plenty to eat in a starving world

2. Sheltered in a house over our heads, while the world is filled with millions unhoused.

“I would indeed give thanks,

I am so rich today,

Rich in the things that count the most
Love and a child at play.
Home, and those who are near and dear;

Health and strength of limb;

Courage and comradeship and peace,

A faith in Him.”

Signed: Christie Lund

FIRST: Spiritual Side of Gratitude:

At Calvary in His cruel death that the Lord suffered the base ingratitude of man in all its fullness.

In a measure of preparation for this sorrow, on His last pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Christ tasted the bitter thanklessness of man. 

That His heart was stung by the action of the cleansed lepers is evidenced by His question to the one grateful leper: “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine.”? (Luke 17:17)

Ten were healed, but only one gave immediate gratitude.

“Give Him thanks”

SECOND: Christian Gratitude:

1. The blessing to all the spiritual graces needed.

2. Is the attitude that fits us for greater blessings.

3. It is a remarkable discoverer, finding cause for thankfulness.

Put very plainly in a Proverb:

“I had no socks and complained…until I saw a man who had no feet”

Think and thank!

Ingratitude:

1. It is sin

2. It is a robbery

3. It is cruel

THIRD: Human Ingratitude:

“Blow, blow, thou winter wind;

Thou are not so unkind 

As man’s ingratitude”

The Bible: Instruction 
1. Offer the sacrifice of praise (Heb.13:15)

2. Respond to God’s blessing (Ps. 103:2)

3. Be thankful for all blessings (Ro. 1:18-21)

May our thanks ascend to Him for all these unspeakable gifts!

May our thanksgiving lead to thanks-living!

By life of loving obedience and earnest consecration, may we express our sincerest gratitude to the Master, who, by His sacrifice for us, deserves praise forevermore!     

HAVE A GREAT THANKSGIVING Nov. 22, 2018!

From all of us at V.W.M.I.M. Inc. to all of you and yours!

God be blessed! 
