 1 20 2019                      THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH  

Esther: Type of the church (God’s people, Spirit filled)
God’s hand of providence and protection on behalf of His people is evident throughout the Book of Esther, though His name does not appear once.

Haman’s plot brings grave danger to the Jews and is countered by the courage of beautiful Esther and the counsel of her wise cousin Mordecai, resulting in a great deliverance. 

The feast of Purim becomes an annual reminder of God’s faithfulness on behalf of His people.

Esther’s Hebrew name was Hadassah, “Myrtle” but her Persian name was Ester from the Persian word for “star,” the Greek title for this book is Esther, and Latin title is Hester.
Twelve key events in the book of Esther:

1. Ahasuerus (Gr. Xerxes) disposes of Queen Vashti for refusing to appear at his banquet. (Chapter 1)
2. Esther, cousin of Mordecai the Jew, is chosen queen.                            (Chapter 2:1-18)  
3. Mordecai tells Esther about a plot to kill king Ahasuerus.                                  (chapter 2:19-23)
4. Mordecai refuses to bow to Haman (the king’s favorite), who then plans to massacre the Jews on a fixed day.                                              (chapter 3)
5. Mordecai persuades Esther to intercede with the king for the Jews. (chapter 4)
6. Esther invites the king and Haman to her banquet.                                     (chapter 5)                                
7. King Ahasuerus orders Haman to honor Mordecai publicly as a reward for revealing the plot against him.                                                                (chapter 6)                                                        
8. At a second banquet prepared for the King, Esther reveals Haman’s plot to massacre the Jews, and Haman is hung on the gallows that he prepared for Mordecai.                                                                            (chapter 7)                                                                   
9. Since the edict for the massacre (the king’s order) cannot be revoked, King Ahasuerus orders a second edict allowing the Jews to defend themselves.                                                                                   (chapter 8)
10 .The Jews destroy their enemies.                                                        (chapter 9:1-19)
11. The Jews’ deliverance is commemorated at the feast of Purim.      (chapter 9:20-32)
12. Mordecai is promoted to a position of authority.                                   (chapter 10) 
Three principle teachings of God’s kingdom found in Esther   applied to the church:
1. “If it please the King.”                                                                              (Esther 5:1-8) (6-8)
2. “Life me and life my people.”                                                                           (Esther 7:1-6) (3)
3. “You were brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.”                          (Esther 4:14)
In the presence of the king Esther 8:1-17 (3-6)

Through the providential grace of God, the Lord used Esther, the king, Mordecai, Haman, all in giving the Jews a plan, wisdom and power to defeat their adversaries. 

1. Stand up for the truth

2. God is on the side of truth

3. God will defend the truth

4. God is the truth

5. God will cause your enemies to fear

6. God is the victory in your life

“If I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16)
Note: God will stand with those who are willing to speak the truth in the face of total loss of position and or life.  

God’s providential care includes: Preservation, Provision, and government. 
The Lord involves Himself on the behalf of His people even to the extent of overruling “the god of this world” and “fallen man” and “nations,” to deliver and protect His children, nation, kingdom and church.

God will stand with you, (the church), if you, (the church), will stand with truth!
Esther, a type of a Spirit filled believer, went before king Ahasuerus (meaning: mighty one), stood for the truth, and the Jewish people who are a type of the church, and God gave the plan and power to destroy her enemies. 
Conclusion: Lessons to be learned
1. To explore the providential care of God in our lives.
2. To delve into and understand the crucified life (the exchange of the self-life for the Christ-life) as we see Haman hanged and Esther’s victory.
3. To discover the timing of our destiny and to know we have been brought to the Kingdom for such a time as this.
4. To learn how to come into the King’s presence in relationship and worship.
5. To unveil the plan of God for the church, for the church within the church, and for the destruction of the enemy. 

PRAYER:
