1 27 2019                          THE GOD OF ESTHER
The seventeenth and last of the Old Testament’s Historical Books, Esther is one of the most intriguing. 

The Jewish people had been exiled for nearly 50 years of the 70 appointed.  

The events described in Esther take place between the return of Zerubbabel and Ezra. (486-465 B.C.)
While a remnant of faithful Jews returned to Israel to live as God’s covenant people, perhaps as many as two million had remained in Persia.

It may suggest their faithlessness:

1. Forgotten their roots
2. Became comfortable in a foreign land

3. Elected to remain as exiles

4. Away from God and His purposes for them. Among the Jews in Persia were those who God would use later such as Nehemiah, cupbearer for king Artaxerxes I, a position of affluence and influence.
FIRST: God is faithful (to His Word and covenants)

While God’s people are in exile at the hand of God, He remains faithful to see them through the trials and temptations faced during the 70 years undertaken.  (Esther becomes Queen) (Esther 2:15-18)
SECOND: All things are being worked by God from behind the scene  
A man used by God to find favor with king Ahasuerus (Mordecai reveals a plot by two servants to kill the king). (Esther 2:19-23)
Bigthan, “gift of fortune” or “giving meat”

Teresh, “reverence” or “austere”

These two doorkeepers (who lived a façade) were attempting to assassinate the king and God revealed the plan to Mordecai who in turn sent word to the king by way of Esther.

THIRD: The enemy will not prevail against God’s people (The world, the flesh and the devil)

An Agagite, (a historic enemy of the Jewish people Ex. 17:8-15) whose name was Haman, elevated to a powerful post by the king. 

Haman, a descendant of Abraham through Esau, member of the Agag race, or the Amalekites.

During the reign of king Saul, the prophet Samuel told him to destroy all the Amalekites including all their goods, ordered by God.

But Saul saved some and took the Amalekite king, Agag, as a captive.

The prophet Samuel killed Agag, but not before informing Saul that his disobedience would cost him his throne. 

Since Mordecai is associated with the house of Saul, the clash between Mordecai and Haman is set up as a “rematch,” of the Saul-Agag affair. 

Mordecai and Haman immediately squared off, and Haman sets in motion a plan to annihilate the Jewish population (approximately two million Jews) of Persia.

Mordecai is not going to bow down to Haman!

Mordecai, “God enlightens” Kingdom of God influence!
Haman, “flesh of man” “well disposed” Kingdom of Satan influence!
Ro. 8:1-11(6-8)
6. “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
7. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.
8. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”  

II Cor. 10:1-6(4-6)
4.“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
5. casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
6. and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.”
FOURTH: God’s eternal purposes for His people will be completed
When the appointed time came the Jewish people defended themselves and destroyed their enemy. (Esther 9:5)
Purim, still celebrated today as a reminder of God’s faithfulness and covenant with His people. (Esther 9:18-22)
Esther’s life is a testimony that God has placed you where you are and can use you to accomplish His purposes, regardless of your age, personality type or abilities.

Ahasuerus benefited greatly from Mordecai being second in command (Esther 10:1-3)                                                                         
Esther was used mightily by God in bringing about God’s purpose for the Jews.

CONCLUSION:

While God remains unmentioned throughout the book, His fingerprints are all over this story. 

How do you see God’s fingerprints on your life right now?

Give praise to Him for His creative and personal work in your life!
