2 3 2019     “IT IS HARD TO KICK AGAINST THE GOADS”
When the Lord convicts us, it is because He is working some things out of our lives to work some things into our lives.
Remember:

The Holy Spirit Convicts

The Flesh Condemns

The Devil Accuses  

There is the testimony in the Scriptures of a man who had a “slaughter spirit” who was opposed to Jesus Christ and the “Way” (church).
TEXT: Acts 9: 3-19 (5) NKJV (Excluded in the NIV)
Note: A goad was something like a cattle prod, but the image was often used figuratively. (Acts 26:14) 

Goads=Pricks=Goads from the Gr. “Kentron” 
ICor.15:55-56; Rev. 9:10 the word Sting from the Gr. “kentron”

Strong’s: G2759 “kentron” from “kenteo” (to prick); a point (“centre”), i.e. a sting (figuratively poison) or goad (figuratively divine impulse): prick sting.

Saul of Tarsus experienced a “divine impulse” coming from the One who he was persecuting.

Eccl. 12:9-14 (NKJV) The Whole Duty of Man
9. “And moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs.
10. The Preacher sought to find acceptable words; (words of delight, words of uprightness); and what was written was upright-words of truth. 

Note: Be careful and cautious what is preached!

11.The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. 
Note: The goad was a rod with an iron spike, or sharpened at the end, used in driving oxen.

Note: The acceptable words are the words of the wise. His words and his works are a result of the same “acceptable words.”
Note: Words like goads, because they rouse to exertion, promote reflection and action, restrain from error, impel to do right; if they hurt and sting, the pain which they inflict is healthful, for good and not for evil. 

Note: And like well-driven nails; or “like nails fastened”, as “nails firmly planted”, one could say; “Like well driven nails fixed in the mind because they stimulate the intellect, as nails because they readily find entrance, and like in the assembly of men.” 
12. And further, my son, be admonished by these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is wearisome to the flesh.
Note: “Be content with my counsel; the words will suffice for your instruction” or “do not attempt to go beyond the words of the wisdom mentioned above.” 
Note: The Christian is to make God’s Word their chief study!

Note: “Weariness to the flesh,” the word for study (lahag) is not found elsewhere in the Old Testament, nor in the Talmud, but the meaning here is sustained by its connection with an Arabic word signifying “to be eager for”.  
Marcus Aurelius: “You may weary your brain, exhaust your strength, by protracting study or meditation on many books, but you will not necessarily thereby gain any insight into the problems of the universe or guidance for daily life.” 

13. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter; Fear God and keep His commandments.  For this is man’s all.
14. For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, whether good or evil.” 
Notes: Saul was threatening the followers of Jesus Christ, spending all his time and energy finding ways to persecute and arrest them.

All this in the name of God!

As he was hunting down the “Way,” Saul encountered the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus.

Damascus was more than just a trip to stop followers of Jesus Christ.

Damascus was a place of great commercial network with far-flung lines of caravan trade reaching into many countries.  

Damascus was the place leading to all the region to where the Gospel could easily be spread in such areas as Syria, Mesopotamia, Persia and Arabia.

In Damascus it would reach these areas very quickly, and from the viewpoint of the Sanhedrin and of Saul, the arch-persecutor, it had to be stopped in Damascus.

Damascus, Saul is changed forevermore: 
Acts 9:10-19 NKJV (Ref. Acts 22:1-21; 26:1-32)  

1. Saul, a chosen vessel of the Lord (v 15)
2. Saul, bear My name (v 15)
3. Saul, suffer for My name’s sake (v 15)
4. Saul, receive your sight (v 17)
5. Saul, be filled with the Holy Spirit (v 17) 
6. Saul, scales fell from his eyes (v 18)
7. Saul, was baptized in water (v 18)
8. Saul, received strength (v 19)
9. Saul, spent time with the disciples (v 19)                                               

10.Saul, preached Christ, that He is the Son of God! (v 20)
Saul preaches Christ
Saul escapes death

Saul at Jerusalem

The churches prospered

Acts 9:31

“Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.”
Saul who became Paul could not kick against the goads nor can we!

God’s Word changes us just as it changed Paul!

Amen and praise the Lord!
