2 20 2019               POWER IN HIS PRESENCE
First: The highest authority in the universe is God

A. His nature reveals who God is and His power and authority

B. His character is an expression of His power and authority 

C. His presence makes these truths alive in us

 Second: Understanding the nature and character of God enables us to put our faith to work in the right object. 

THE NATURE OF GOD

The study of the Nature of God must be approached with humility and reverence.

 Who can define the Nature and Essence of the Infinite God?

Not only are His ways past finding out, His Nature and Being surpass our comprehension. (Ro. 11:33)   
However, God has revealed as much of His essential nature to us as is needed to serve and worship Him.

It is especially important to understand the Nature of God, as it is revealed in His word, for many different concepts of deity are held by those who reject the God of the Scriptures.
The Scriptures do not give us a single comprehensive definition of God. 

If the heavens cannot contain Him how can a sentence or paragraph of human words define His being? (I kings 8:27)
Theological definition:

God is a Spirit, Infinite, Eternal, and Unchangeable in His Being, Wisdom, Power, Holiness, Justice, Goodness, and Truth. (Westminster Catechism)

Third: Several statements about God in Scripture define various aspects of His Nature.
1. God is Spirit (Jn. 4:24)
2. God is Light (I Jn. 1:15)
3. God is Love (I Jn. 4:8)
4. God is a consuming Fire (Heb. 12:29)
Because God is Spirit, means He cannot be confined to a physical body.

Because God is Spirit, He cannot be confined to space and time.

Because God is Spirit, He is the Invisible Eternal God.
Negative: Not corporeal, not localized

Scriptures use terms such as; God has eyes, ears, or arm.                         (Isa. 52: 10; Ps. 34:15)
These are figures of speech man-like, for the Eternal God does not need eyes to see our need, nor is He wearied in His redeeming activity.

God has revealed Himself in human form.                                               (Gen. 17, 18, 19; Jos. 5:13-15)
“He that has seen Me, has seen the Father” (Jn. 14:8, 9)
Paul stated, spiritual being may have spiritual bodies                          (I Cor. 15:38-54)
Positive: He is the Invisible, Eternal God: “No man hath seen God at any time; the only Begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father. He has declared Him.” (Jn. 1:18)

 Because God is Spirit, He can say, “Lo, I man with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Mat. 28:20)

Because God is Spirit, He can say, “where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am in the midst of them.” (Mat. 18:20)

Because God is Spirit, He can say, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5)

Jesus pointed out that man must be “born of the Spirit” that he would enter the kingdom of God and have fellowship with God who is Spirit. (Jn. 3:5)   

Attributes Limited:

1. God is Perfect (Mt. 5:48)

2. God is Personal (Ex. 3:14; 6:2,3; Jn. 5:26)

3. God is One (Dt. 6:4, 14)

4. God is Love (I John 4:7-8)
The Gospel is God’s message to the sinner who has disobeyed a personal God, whom he has offended by his rebellion. 

This sinner bears a burden of guilt which only a new relationship with God, made possible by the Redeeming Works of the Son of God, will alleviate:

“There is therefore, now, no more condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus (Ro. 8:1)
“But God commends His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Ro. 5:8)
Theological Blessing:

Love cannot come from an impersonal principle, LOVE is a personal characteristic.

5. God is All-powerful, All-wise Creator 

God transcends (and distinct from the creation) while, at the same time, He is Immanent (resident in and involved with His creation). 

He is a personal God who seeks fellowship with His redeemed 

people.

He punished ultimate rebellion with eternal death;

He rewards faith and obedience with eternal life through His Son and Mediator, Jesus Christ.

God is the Supreme being, who is our heavenly Father!

God dwells beyond the remote galaxy, but He is no further from us than the reach of faith!

God is greater than all unbiblical views of Him:

Greater than Atheism

Greater than Agnosticism 

Greater than Materialism

Greater than Pantheism 

Greater than Polytheism

Greater than Deism

Greater than Dualism
CONCLUSION:

“For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life; but we had the sentence of death, in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raises the dead; who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver; in whom we trust that He will yet deliver…”(II Cor. 1:8-10)
This is an example of trouble in Paul’s life that God used for His purpose, but three times the apostle used the word “DELIVER”. There are opposing forces in the world, and the believer is in midst of the battle, but we are on the winning side.

“GREATER IS HE WHO IS IN YOU, THEN HE WHO IS IN THE WORLD”! (Jn. 4:4) 

AMEN!

