2-24-2019      WHO DO YOU SAY HE IS?
TEXT: St. Matt. 16:13-20 (13-15)  
“Who do men say that I, the Son of man, am?’’

First: Essential revelation comes to make Jesus Christ of Nazareth known, alive and real. (Mt. 16:16)
Some say:

John the Baptist; So, said Herod. He has murdered the Baptist. Herod had not heard of Jesus before. (Mt. 14:1-12)
“The spirit of the world influenced him.”

Elijah; So, some say. For Elijah was promised as the forerunner of Christ, and the time for the advent of Messiah had arrived. Why Elijah instead of Messiah? (Mal. 4:5,6; Dan. 9:25)                                   
They were too materialistic to see that John the Baptist had come in “the spirit of Elijah” and they devised an Elijah of their own making and missed Messiah.
“The spirit of the world blinded them.”

Jeremiah or one of the prophets; The doctrine of metempsychosis, transmigration, or passing of the soul from one body into another was accepted among the Jews.                         (Mt. 16:14; 14:2; John 9:2)                                                                                      
This doctrine largely entered into the Pharisees’ notion of the resurrection, and them along with the Sadducees receive the answer for both from Jesus. (Mt. 22:23-33)   
“The spirit of the world deceived them.”
 Second: Modern Religions:

1. Jesus Christ is not divine
2. In His humanity Jesus Christ partook of our sinful fallen nature

3. Jesus Christ is not the Son of God

4. Jesus Christ was a man – neither more nor less

5. Jesus Christ is only one of many manifestations of God

6. Jesus is both the Father and the Son

7. Our birth is as divine as that of Jesus 
REMEMBER:
“The spirit of the world influences, blinds and deceives.”
“But who do you say that I am?”

1. Jesus asks this question, not at the beginning of His ministry!

2. Jesus gave proof of His deity before this question!
A. Called disciples

B. Healed great multitudes
C. Preached the word of God

D. Taught the kingdom of God
3. Disciples’ statements

Nathanael: “Rabbi,” you are the Son of God, You are the king of the Jews.”

Andrew: “We have found the Messiah!”
Phillip: “We have found him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  
All this occurred before this event with His disciples and Peter.

Jesus asked the question after making His deity and Son of God as Messiah, king of the Jews, known to the hearer of His words.

He does not declare He is the Son of God, but by His question establishes this, bringing them in to confess it.

Third: It was necessary at this time for it drew them into more of the future events to come: 
“And I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock will I build my church; that is, on the faith of his confession” (E.C.F.)

“And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

And if not against it, much more not against Me.

Shortly, they will hear that “I shall be betrayed and crucified.”
He says to Peter: “I also will give you the keys of heaven.”

The Lord is leading Peter into higher things yet to happen. (E.C.F.)

The purpose is to maintain their faith and confession, He is the Christ through His death, burial, and resurrection, and the truth of who Jesus Christ is will impact the world through the “Great Commission.”   
“Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.”

And why did he charge them? 

ANSWER: 

That when the things which offend are taken out of the way, and the cross is accomplished, and the rest of His sufferings fulfilled, and when there is nothing anymore to interrupt and disturb the faith of the people in Him, the right opinion concerning Him may be engraved pure and immovable in the mind of the hearers.
“I have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.”
CONCLUSION: 

The preaching of the apostles would be with the same power of Christ’s resurrection and truth. 

The hearer could receive and believe the Gospel and this revelation would be sealed in their hearts for all eternity.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My word will not pass away.”  
AMEN AND PRAYER:
