3 3 2019                                 TURN OR BURN 

Introduction:

Zephaniah begins stating this is, “The Word of the LORD.”

Prophecy concerning the coming day of the Lord. 

God will come to judge the earth and will specifically judge Judah for its complacency.

God’s judgments are destressing:

Houses laid waste

Goods plundered

Darkness and gloom

Everything people depend on instead of God will be stripped away, and they will realize that their only hope is for God to save them.

WARNING: God will not share His people with other gods!

If we wish to serve Him, we must give Him our wholehearted devotion. 
Search the Lord with humble heart before judgment of the Lord comes, it will be your help to save your life and your family. God loves you so much and will see you through.
TEXT: Zeph. 2:1-3
1.“Gather yourselves together, yes gather together,

O undesirable nation,

2. before the decree is issued,

Or the day passes like chaff,

Before the LORD’S fierce anger comes upon you,

Before the day of the Lord’s anger comes upon you!

3. Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth,

Seek righteousness, seek humility, 

It may be that you will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger.”
Notes:

1. After warning the people of their dangerous situation, Zephaniah gave the people hope.

2. They still had time to turn back to God and be saved from His wrath.

3. The key was to humble themselves and repent, relying on God alone for salvation.

4. After warning the people to turn back to God, Zephaniah levels specific warnings against the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, Ethiopians and Assyrians.

5. God’s judgment would fall on Israel’s enemies and He would preserve a remnant of the house of Judah.

A. Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, Ethiopians and Assyrians practiced idolatry!

B. Worshippers of idol gods as Dagon, Ashtaroth, Baalzebub 
C. Asshur: (deified patriarch of the nation)
D. Burned children to idol gods 
   E. Religion was coarse and sensual

God’s People:

A. Idolatry was forbidden and a state offence.                                         (I Sam. 15:23)
B. A political crime of the greatest character, high treason against the king.
C. Nearest relatives were to deliver him up to be punished.          (Deut. 13:2-10)
D. Relatives were to strike the first blow, when on the witness of two, he was to be stoned.                                                                                     (Deut. 17:2-5)
E. To attempt others to false worship was a crime of equal enormity. (Deut. 13:6-10)
F. The individual offender was given up to destruction.                                       (Ex. 22:20)
Attraction to Idolatry:

A. Visible, outward signs, with shows, pageants, parades, have an attraction to the natural heart, which often fails to perceive the unseen spiritual realities.

B. The greatest attraction is often licentious revelries and obscene orgies with which the worship of the Oriental idols was observed. 

C. This worship, appealing to every sensual passion, joined with the attractions of wealth and fashion and luxury. 

D. The materialism was a great temptation of the restrained, agricultural people, whose worship and laws demanded the greatest purity of heart and of life. 
6. God’s judgment would be meted out quickly. What took other nations years to conquer, the Lord would do in hours.
7. The church of today’s only hope is to repent and worship God alone.
CONCLUSION: 
Ps. 25:9 

“The humble He guides in justice,                                                                              And the humble He teaches His way.”

Ps. 76:8-10
8. “You cause judgment to be heard from heaven; 

The earth feared and was still,

9. When God arose to judgment,

To deliver all the oppressed of the earth. Selah

10 . Surely the wrath of man shall praise you;

With the remainder of wrath, You shall gird Yourself.”
St. Matt. 5:3

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”
Ps. 37:11

“But the meek shall inherit the earth,                                                                      and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.”

Isa. 26:20-21

20. “Come, My people, enter your chambers, and shut the doors behind you; Hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment,

21. For behold, the Lord comes out of His place, to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity;                                                         The earth will also disclose her blood,                                                                  And will no more cover her slain                                                                          And He will slay the reptile that is in the sea.”
Notes:

These verses describing the necessary judgment of God on all that present evil.

Isaiah moves on to the restoration of Israel, picturing it as God’s renewed vineyard.

Jerusalem will be the place where even its former enemies will come to worship the Lord.

The need for personal restoration as well as social renewal is a continual theme for contemplation.

What is the current state of our country and our life personal?
The Lord is going to deal with this nation and individuals as well!
The child of God has a covenant with God:

Romans 5:6-11 (9)

“Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.”

Adam, represents a counterpart to Christ

Christ Jesus, represents humility and righteousness

1.  Adam made us slaves to sin; Christ brought freedom.                                       

2.  Adam brought death; Christ conquered death.

3.  Adam brought separation from God; Christ opened the way to be in relationship with God. 

4.  Adam fell from his position with God; Christ enables us to reign with God. 
Zephaniah means, “Hid in God” (Col. 3:1-3)  
God would judge Judah for polluting the land by serving idols and rebelling against His word, purge the nation of the rebellious, restore the remnant of those who are faithful, and those who call on His name will sing songs of joy, enjoy peace and prosperity as God is living with them.  
THANK GOD FOR FREEDOM FROM WRATH AND DESTRUCTION! 
PRAYER:  
