3 24 2019             PRINCIPLES TO ABUNDANT LIVING!
The Word of God is filled with many helps in living life abundantly.

St John 10:10

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life and have it more abundantly.”

“The thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy,” Gr. verb tense, is aorist infinitive, and this means the action viewed as completely whole or one-time action. 

The thief means to destroy fully (reflex, to perish, or lose). 

“I came that they might have life,” the emphasis is on “I” being Jesus Christ, “have,” the Gr. present tense conveys continuous or habitual action. “And might have”, “it abundantly,” Gr. Per-is-sos, in the sense of beyond, superabundant in quality or superior in quality.  
Life Principles:  Word of God
1. Promise (assuring people God will keep His Word)

2. Principle (means to carry out God’s promises)

3. Plan (all of life pointing toward God’s eternal life evermore)

4. Power (the power in God to complete what has begun)

II Tim. 3:16-17 NASV

16. “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 
17. that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
“The man of God may be adequate,” (stressed or major emphasis of the verse).
“The man of God may be equipped,” (Gr. Verb tense “completed action that has lingering effects or that leave an ongoing result or condition).”   

“The man of God equipped for every good work” (good from the Gr. is “agathos”).
Inward good; of a good constitution or nature; hence, that which produces benefit and genuinely good efforts and results; has its focus on the inward character and thus carries the idea of morally or inherently virtuous or brave; worthy of admiration and respect. 
Ref. Scriptures: 
I Tim. 6: 11-12
11. “But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
12. Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” (additional ref. verses 13-21)
II Tim. 2:21

“Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.” (These things II Tim. 6:14-20)
Heb. 13:20-21

20. “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,
21. Equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
Four Principles to consider:

1. Faith comes by hearing (Mk. 11:22; Ro. 10:17)
2. Hearing results in obedience (Heb. 11: 4, 7, 8, 17, 23)
3. Obedience births favor (Prov. 4:1-4; 8:34-35)
4. Favor produces success (Gen. 6:9-9:17; Heb.11:7) 
Paul further instructs Timothy: 

1. Be Ready-preach the Word                                                                              (II Tim. 4: 1-4 NASV)
2. Be Sober-fulfill your ministry                                                                                     (II Tim. 4:5 NASV)
3. Be on Guard-those who oppose God’s Word                                                           (II Tim. 4:14-15 NASV) 
CONCLUSION: 
1. Paul warns Timothy of the trials and dangers of the last days.

2. Paul tells him, they will have a form of godliness but deny God’s power.

3. Paul assures Timothy the Scriptures he has learned are true.

4. Paul instructs Timothy the Word will equip him for every good work. 

5. Paul encourages Timothy to preach the Word to those who will listen in all conditions.

BLESSINGS:

1. God has given His people a powerful resource and weapon: His Word. 

2. We need to study in order to be mature and complete, equipped for the things God wants us to do.
3. Paul leaves us a powerful example of how we can use wisdom and love to accomplish God’s will.
4. The Lord will mature us and enable us to win others to Christ. 

PRAYER:
