4 14 2019                   BLESSING AND PROSPERITY
The world is filled with people who are living in stanch poverty. Their income is very low and daily they must do whatever it takes to have something to eat, a place to sleep, and morsels to provide for their children and family. 
Many of these nations where this occurs are steeped in idolatry. They worship idol gods and have no place for Christianity. 
These people often give themselves to the words of idolaters who from another generation became subject to the same snare of the devil as the generation before them. Idolatry from generation to generation. 
They live and often die in stanch poverty, not knowing what it is to be secure and free to live the blessed life found only in Christ Jesus.
Others simply live out their lives serving the creation rather than the Creator. (Ro. 1:24-32)
All this practice leads to poverty:
Impoverished spiritually
Impoverished financially
Impoverished socially 
Impoverished physically 
To live impoverished is to be without the blessing and prosperity of the Lord. 
Jesus told His disciples: St. John 14:15, 16, 17, 26
15. “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
16. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;
17. that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and shall be in you.  
26. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said.”
Obeying God’s Word brings blessing and prosperity! 
Examples: God’s presence – the proof of His love and care for His people. (Ex. 40:38; Nu.9:15-23; 14:14; Deut. 1:33)  
1. The Lord’s presence delivered His people (Ex. 12:31-36)
2. The Lord’s presence guided His people (Ex. 13:21)
3. The Lord’s presence fought for His people (Ex. 14:14)
4. The Lord’s presence healed His people (Ex. 15:26)
5. The Lord’s presence brought bread from heaven (Ex. 16:4)
6. The Lord’s presence brought water to His people (Ex. 17:6)
7. The Lord’s presence defeated the enemy of His people (Ex. 17:8)
After this the Lord gave them: laws of security and blessing!
Ex. 20:1
“And God spoke all these words, saying:
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the house of bondage."
The Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:1-20) 
Commandments 1-4 relationship to God
Commandments 5-10 relationship to people
Principles to live life and be blessed. The New Testament provides the furtherance of God’s blessings and prosperity for His people.
I Cor. 10:1-22 (1-5) NKJV
1. “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea,
2. All were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
3. All ate the same spiritual food,
4. All drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ,
5. But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.” 
A. The people were to avoid any kind of idolatry
B. Those who partake of the LORD’S table should not also partake of the table of demons.
C. Each person should follow their own conscience regarding disputable matters.
D. Conscience decisions should always be for the purpose of unity and fellowship of the body of Christ.
E. Whatever a person decides their conscience permits, all should be done to the glory of God.
F. To do all things to the glory of God would ultimately be to bring people to Christ.
G. Whenever tempted we should remember God has made a way of escape that we might have the power to obey Him.
H. However, if there is deliberate sin and rebellion against God’s Word, then He will not answer our prayers.
To turn against God’s Word opens the door to Satan causing sin and death, pain, suffering, evil injustice, etc. 
OBEY THE WORD OF GOD!
Deut. 8:1-10 Blessing
Deut. 8: 11-20 Do not forget the Lord who blessed 
Deut. 28:1-14 Blessings of the LORD
Deut. 28:15-68 Curses for disobedience
Moses summarizes the blessings God promised to His people if they lived in the promised land according to His commands. 
Then he enlarged on the terrible curses and consequences that would result if God’s people abandoned their promise to obey and pursued other gods. These included the loss of their homeland and scattered throughout the earth. 
We may find the challenge to fear God difficult, but it is not nearly as hard as the results of failure to obey or fear Him.
CONCLUSION:
Luke 24:50
“And He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and He blessed them.” 
Blessing Gr. Eulogia, a divine gift causing our life and work to succeed with the help of God the Holy Spirit.
There are two conditions to God’s blessing, and people must make a choice; either by obedience or cursing by disobedience.                   (Deut. 30:15-18; Jer. 17: 5, 7)
Deut. 30:19
“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;”  
God set before them “life and death,” “blessing and cursing”
Choose Life! Be blessed!
Choose to obey God’s Word and be blessed!
OBEYING GOD’S WORD IS CHOOSING LIFE! 
