5 12 2019                              WHAT A MOTHER!
Introduction: St. Luke 1:1-4 NKJV
Theophilus was a young Gentile believer. He not only needed to know the truth and accuracy of what the church taught, but he also needed to be reassured. He might well have been wondering what he as a Gentile was doing in a movement which was originally Jewish.

Luke gives some events of Jesus’ ministry, including His mother, His Father, His birth, His death, His resurrection, and, how He revealed Himself to those who followed Him. Also, those who opposed Him the more He revealed Himself.  
Mary the mother of Jesus as an example:

When we look for mothers who have been great examples to others as 
well as to their children, we need look no further than the “Mother of our Lord.”

The Scriptures give a clear picture of how and what a woman and or  mother would be influenced by the wisdom coming to her from God’s word. 
St Luke 1:26-38  Angel Foretells the Birth of Jesus Christ
A. Jesus is come to fulfill God’s promise to David concerning an unending dynasty. (1:32)  
B. Mary did not ask for a sign, so this remark does not reflect unbelief. She accepts her role without question, and thus is a model of faith, even though she does not fully understand everything.

C. Mary will come to realize the work of God introduces something unknown before and after, One is both God and man. (1:34)
The Holy Spirit coming upon Mary is a direct declaration of Jesus’ divine conception. The child’s conception means He is uniquely set apart. (1:35)
D. Mary acknowledges herself as a handmaiden of the Lord and a readiness for faithful and obedient service, which should characterize every believer. Paul uses the masculine form of the word handmaid to describe himself. (Rom 1:1)
Mary after being informed of the coming birth of God’s Son visits Elisabeth. (St. Luke 1: 39-45)
St. Luke 1:46-56  Mary’s Joyful Song
A. “My soul does magnify the Lord.” The following hymn gets its name, the Magnificat, from the Latin word for magnifies. Mary’s song is a recital of what God has done for her and for others in the past. (1:46)
B.  “All generations shall call me blessed.” Mary went from being a poor unknown Hebrew girl to the most honored woman in the history of the world. (1:48-49)
C.  Mary expresses the “mercy of God” is on them that live in reverence before Him, generation after generation, which is expressed in His loyalty, gracious and faithful love. (1:50)
D. “He has put down the mighty.” These words express to the believer in God’s time, when those who have abused power will be judged and those who have suffered persecution will be exalted. (1: 51-53).
E.  Mary’s song covers those who came before her and those who follow as servants of the Lord until time be no more.  
Conclusion: Proverbs 31:10-31
Note: It is said that there are two types of women in this world: those who aspire to be the Proverbs 31 woman and those who hate her.

Seriously, she is too perfect (and no doubt exhausted) for most women even to consider her model life as a real possibility.

But the Proverbs 31 woman reveals not demands, but the many opportunities women have, to grow into godly wisdom. Too many people, however, put women in a box that’s too restrictive. God does not. To be godly, which they should of course strive for, women need to consider the foundational elements of this ideal life:

She is trustworthy not only for her husband but for members of the community because “she is good and not evil.”

She works hard and is marked by the different ways she handles fabrics (v13), foods (v14), business (v16), and family responsibilities (v21).   
She is generous and is known for her charity. (v20)
She works together with her husband and he is a better man because of her. They honor one another. As part of this she works in both household matters and outside matters. (vv. 23-24).   
She has a reputation of wisdom, in her mouth (v26), in preparation (v27), and overall character (v25).
She is blessed by her children and her husband (v28).
These fundamentals make up an ideal that is beyond the reach of a wise woman.  She may not spin flax into children’s clothes and rise before dawn to prepare a five-star breakfast, but she can follow the guidelines and seek to be wise in every aspect of being a godly woman: work, motherhood, marriage and business.
God bless all mothers beginning with Mary the mother of our Lord, and the mothers of all children, ours and the Lord’s as well!

It was said of Mary, What a mother!

May it be said of God’s handmaids, What a mother (spiritual as well)!

