6 2 2019                      SING PRAISE TO THE LORD
Written entirely in second person, this Psalm serves as instruction for worship and praise. 

This Psalm is filled with the “Whys” and “Ways” of praise. 

The invitation to worship goes beyond the immediate audience to include all of Jerusalem and Israel, for they have uniquely received God’s attention as no other Nation.

“Praise the LORD!” brackets the entire Psalm. (verses 1 and 20).
QUESTIONS: 

To what extent would others say that praise surrounds and saturates your life?

In what ways could you intentionally increase your readiness to give God grateful credit for all He has done for you?
Psalm 147:1-20 NKJV

POINTS OF INTEREST:

147: 2-3-6-9-10-19
2. “The LORD builds up Jerusalem;                                                                                           He gathers together the outcasts of Israel.
“Build up Jerusalem” The few people who had returned from captivity faced an immense task. They needed to remember that the work was God’s and He would see that it was accomplished.
3. He heals the brokenhearted                                                                                              and binds up their wounds

“Heal the brokenhearted” God’s principal work is always within the human heart. (Ps. 51:10-12)
6. “Lifts up the meek” God’s greatness may be approached only by the humble. (James 4:6)
9. “Beast his food” Jesus describes God’s care as extending even to sparrows (Mat. 10:29)
Sparrows even find a home in God’s provision.
 (Ps. 84:1-4)
Note: This psalm celebrates God’s presence in Jerusalem, the city where His temple was built. Today it is not necessary to go to Jerusalem to draw near to God, for God is near those who trust in His Son. (Mat. 28:18-20)
The believer is God’s temple (I Cor.3:16-23)
Verse 21b

“For all things are Yours”

Note:
1.  The Stoic literature of the time, which the Corinthians would have known, often spoke of the wise man as possessing everything. 
2. Everything God has done in the church, and in the entire universe, benefits all believers. 

3. There is no place for foolish boasting or competition among Christians. 
10. “He delights not” The Joy that God finds in His “very good” creation (Ge. 1) does not compare with the delight that He takes in humans whose hearts are turned to Him.

19. “His Word” God’s word goes throughout His creation, causing snow, frost, hail, wind, and every other aspect of weather to obey His command. He has also given His word to His people.
QUESTION: 

 Will we obey as the wind does, or will we be the only element of creation that is unresponsive to Him? 
(Mat. 8:23-27 NKJV)
23. “Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him.
24. And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. But he was asleep.

25. Then the disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying “Lord, save us! We are perishing!”

26. But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.
27. So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”
Jesus had healed a leper, answered the high-ranking soldier whose servant was paralyzed, healing His disciple Peter’s mother-in-law, and casting demons out of two Gentiles.

In the middle of all this activity, Jesus calms a storm that terrified His disciples. 

Jesus has the power to calm every storm-external and internal-with a word!
The same healing and calming powers are available to those who call on His name, the name of Jesus.
 Jesus revealed His Lordship over the spiritual realm as well as the human natural realm.
 He is Lord over both now and ever! 
We praise the LORD for all He has done, all He is doing, and all He continues to do!
SONG: Psalm 40, is a personal testimony

1. I waited patiently for the Lord;                                                                             and He inclined to me and heard my cry.

2. He also brought me up out of a horrible pit,                                                              out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock,                                                  and established my steps.
  3. He has put a new song in my mouth-                                                              Praise to our God;                                                                                          Many will see it and fear,                                                                                          And will trust in the LORD.

   4. Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust,                                                and does not respect the proud,                                                                                nor such as turn aside to lies.”
Our song is a song from the LORD,

Our song is a song of praise to the LORD,

Our song is a song that exalts the LORD,

Our song is a song that testifies of the LORD,

Our song is a song that causes others to sing praise to the LORD! 

PRAYER: 

