6 30 2019                 BE HOSPITABLE AND BLESSED!
While 1 and 2 John focus specifically on heretics outside the church,      3 John warns Christians about people inside the congregation and its dysfunctions.

The church was living under the influence of a dominant leader named Diotrephes, who was more concerned about his own position than the needs of the flock.

John strongly condemned Diotrephes’ attitude and contrasted his abusive spirit with the faithful service of the good leader Demetrius.
John is the author of, “the gospel according to John”, “1, 2, 3 epistles of John” and “Revelation of Jesus Christ.”. 

John is writing to Gaius from Ephesus, before he was sent to Patmos to live in exile.

John is writing to Gaius to thank and honor him for his hospitality to ministers of the Gospel.

He commends those who show hospitality to true ministers of the Gospel.

John in his first letter teaches believers that they should imitate Jesus, and the basis of true discipleship through obedience.  

A. Be filled with Joy (I Jn. 1:4)
B. Encouraged to avoid sin (I Jn. 2:1)
C. To remind them to love one another (I Jn. 2:7-8)
Conclusion: Those who “walk in the light” of Christ love others well and live life abundantly. They can discern TRUTH from both half-truths and outright falsehoods. 

John in his second epistle is purity in doctrine and warned people not to show hospitality to false teachers.

A. Be discerning and live according to what is true. (II John 4)
B. Refuse to accept anyone who knowingly taught or lived by false doctrine. (II John 7)
C. Be careful who they welcomed into their church family.                 (II John 10-11)
Conclusion: Believers practice purity by loving one another and by refusing to live according to falsehoods. 

John in his third epistle focuses specifically on heretics outside the church.  

A. He warns the believers about dysfunctions inside the congregation.
B. A leader (Diotrephes) who was more interested in his own position than the needs of the believers. 
C. His attitude is greatly condemned by John and not to be imitated.

D. The attitude of another leader (Demetrius) is admonished to be imitated.

Conclusion: Church leaders who abuse the believers should be condemned, while those who encourage the congregation should be affirmed and followed. 

Gnostics: Ministers who claimed revelations pertaining to Christ Jesus not practiced or believed by John and the true teachers of the Scriptures.

John is commending Gaius for receiving and showing hospitality to the true ministers of the GOSPEL TRUTH.
On the contrary, a man named Diotrephes was not receiving the preachers as John would or Gaius did, and was speaking malicious words against them. 
(III John 9-10) GMT

9. “I wrote a letter to the congregation. But Diotrephes, who loves to be in charge, won’t accept us. 
10. For this reason, when I come, I will bring up what he’s doing. He’s not satisfied with saying malicious things about us. He also refuses to accept the believers we send as guests. He even tries to stop others who want to accept them and attempts to throw those people out of the congregation.”
Greeting to Gaius: 
III John 1-4 

1. “The Elder,

To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in TRUTH:
     2. Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.

     3. For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the TRUTH that is in you, just as you walk in the TRUTH.
     4. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in TRUTH.” 
 This was the greeting from John to Gaius!
The greeting was a common pattern known and used in Greek letters.

Gaius was strong spiritually and encouraged to be strong in all other areas of life.  
Content of the letter: III John 5-14 (READ)
John desires these blessings on Gaius because of him walking, working, living, teaching and obeying the GOSPEL TRUTH.
1. Gaius’ faithfulness in helping those minsters preaching the GOSPEL TRUTH. 
2. Gaius’ faithful love expressed to ministers of the GOSPEL TRUTH.

3. Gaius sending and supporting ministers of the GOSPEL TRUTH.
4. Gaius is commended for his faithful hospitality and support to traveling ministers of the GOSPEL TRUTH.
5. Gaius’ faithfulness in warning believers not to show hospitality to false ministers opposing the GOSPEL TRUTH.
John’s greeting to Gaius states,
(III John 2)

“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.” 

Prosper and be are Greek (present tense) conveying continuous or habitual action.  

This brief letter is an encouragement to believers to discern whether people are speaking the TRUTH and to assist those who really are preaching the GOSPEL TRUTH.  

Gaius, (meaning, I am glad) a common Roman name, John calls him “the well beloved.” It appears John may have led him to Christ.                  

John desired the material, physical and spiritual prosperity of Gaius. 

Diotrephes, (meaning, nourished by Jupiter: giver of rain).                                The professed disciple who refused to recognize the authority of John as an apostle, and who loved to have the pre-eminence.
Diotrephes tried to act like a little Caesar. Pride and self-pleasing which also led to the dethronement of Christ. 

Paul uses the word pre-eminence speaking of Christ. (Col. 1:18)
Diotrephes substituted self for Christ!
Demetrius, (meaning, belonging to Demeter: Demeter was the goddess of agriculture and rural life). 

Demetrius converted to Christ had a testimony of the TRUTH as like John also.

Demetrius attracted others around him by the reality of his hospitality of life. He manifested a testimony and praised for the TRUTH.
III John 11-12 

11. “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God.
12. Demetrius has a good testimony from all, and from the TRUTH itself. And we also bear witness, and you know that our testimony is true.” 
FINAL CONCLUSION:

Gaius is encouraged to imitate that which is good as seen in Demetrius, avoiding the evil manifested by Diotrephes who desired the pre-eminence.   
I Peter 4:1-11 (9-10) Charity among believers  
“Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.”

Note: In New Testament times, hospitality typically meant housing and feeding travelers for two to three days with no expectation of payment in return.
“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
Note: Every believer is gifted to serve, as good stewards. These are managers or trustees who will be held accountable for using their gift in the best interest of the One who gave it to them.
PROMISE: If we support those who are spreading the GOSPEL TRUTH, we are partnering with them, and thus become ministers of the GOSPEL TRUTH ourselves.

When we imitate good character, good character comes to us, and therefore blessings from the Lord. 
Whoever and whatever we support we become ministers of it ourselves.
Support the “Good News.”
Then it can be said:
“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.” 

