07-07-2019               THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD 
                  (a few words addressing a big subject)
We live in a society where homosexuals lecture us on morals, transvestites lecture us on human biology, baby killers (abortionists) lecture us on human rights, and socialists lecture us on economics!
The apostle Paul received revelation and instruction to write in the letters to the churches. Included are the judgments of God both to the church and to the world of unbelievers.
Romans Ch. one: tells of conditions of mankind and the relationship they have with their Creator.
Romans Ch. two: tells that God will be the final Judge of all of mankind, righteous and unrighteous alike.
There are two places of Judgments set up by God in the last of the last days. Every person will be judged for their life, and the way they lived in relationship to mankind and to God and His word.
1. The Judgment seat of Christ (Ro. 14:10)
2. The Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15)
These Judgments will incorporate every human ever born, either to eternal life in God, or eternal hell and separation from life in God. 
FIRST: The Judgment Seat of Christ
The word here for judgment seat is (Bema the Greek word).
A. By implication any elevated place to which the ascent is by steps.
B. An elevated seat like a throne in the theater at Caesarea on which Herod sat. (Acts 12:21)
C. A tribunal, especially of a judge or magistrate.                              (Mat. 27:19; John 19:13; Acts 18:12, 16, 17; 25:6, 10, 17;             Ro. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10 I Pet. 4:5)
D. Used both literal and metaphorically of Christ. Both terms refer to the judgment after death found in: 
Heb. 9:27
“It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”
Paul declares on Mars hill,
“God…will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he has ordained,” which means Jesus Christ.
Who is said to be judged before the (Bema) Judgment seat of Christ. 
Context: Romans 14:1-13; II Corinthians 5:1-11 reveal that this is the judgment of the believers connected with the coming presence of the Lord Jesus. This concerns the evaluation of our life on earth and its character and works. (I Pet 4:17) 
When the believer gets to heaven:
Receives a New Body- eternal, lives in God’s presence, heavenly in nature.
Receives New Garments- eternal, identifiable, spiritual to be in God’s presence.
Christ’s Bema will be completed:
1.  All believers will be judged by Christ                                                       (Ro.14:10; I Cor. 3:2-15; Eccl. 12:14)
2.  All judgment for believers will take place when Christ returns       (I Thess. 4:14-17)
3.  All the life’s works of the believer will be judged without condemnation.                                                                                                               (I Cor. 3:15; II John 8; I Cor. 3:13-15)
4.  Everything will be open and made manifest; words, works, character, motives, attitude, and how we loved, ministry.                                   (II Cor. 5:1-10)
5.  Every believer will be judged for their faithfulness or unfaithfulness to the Lord based on the grace given by God.                 (Mat. 25: 21, 23, I Cor. 4:2-5)
6.  Every believer will receive a just recompense, both good and bad. (Ro.8:1; Col. 3:25; I Cor. 3:15; II Cor. 5:10)
7.  Every believer will either receive gain or loss in area of joy, approval, tasks and authority, position, rewards, and honor.                       (I John 2:28; Mat. 5:19; 25:14-30; I Cor. 3;12-14; Phil. 3:14;          II Tim. 4:8; Ro. 2:10; I Pet. 1:7)
8. Believers should prepare themselves and live life knowing they will stand before the Lord in judgment. (Ro. 14:12-23)
       A. Walk in reverence before God and man (blessing and favor)
       B. Have a prayer life (life of truth and conviction)
  C. Walk in holiness (God’s character)
       D. Be merciful to others (able to obtain mercy)
Scripture says:
I Pet. 4:17 KJV
“For the time has come that judgment must begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” 
I Pet. 4:17 GWT
“The time has come for the judgment to begin, and it will begin with God’s family. If it starts with us, what will be the end for those who refuse to obey the Good News of God?”  
Note: Judgment does not always imply condemnation in Scripture. When used in relation to believers, it constantly refers to the evaluation of a believer’s works for the purpose of reward. 
Promise: The Holy Spirit works to get our attitude and motivation in line with God’s will so that our works are not burned but rewarded.
SECOND: The Great White Throne Judgment 
Rev. 20:11-15 (NKJV) 
Once again Bema, God’s Judgment!
The judgment here is for all the unsaved people of all time.
The books are to be opened and people’s history will be exposed.
The book of life will be opened.
Conclusion in Judgment:
The lake of fire awaits the lost souls  
Tribulation and anguish
Weeping and gnashing of teeth
Everlasting destruction
Furnace of fire
Chains of darkness
Everlasting punishment
Fire that shall never be quenched
Tormented day and night
Heb 10:31
“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”                                   
CONCLUSION: 
Rev. 22: 10-15 GWT
No happy Ending for Evil!
God and His goodness triumphs in the end. The Book of Revelation reveals a final showdown between Satan and God. No matter how much ground the devil takes in this world, he will lose the final battle. 
“The devil who deceived them will be cast into the lake of fire.”
In the beginning Satan, as the serpent, deceived Adam and Eve. Throughout history, the devil has waged a war of misinformation and confusion, seeking to keep humans away from the truth of God and to hurt them however he can. Quite simply, the devil is angry and is taking it out on us. 
But eventually, the one who deceives people, he will deceive people never again. 
It’s a long wait, but the ending will be a happy one for the goodness and truth of God.
The message is important for churches in all times and places. It was important for the churches John wrote to in the Book of Revelation. 
Those churches faced persecution. People were losing everything on account of their faith. Many were even killed.
Christians wondered if it was worth staying faithful, because evil seemed to prevail. John encouraged persecuted Christians to persevere, because God would ultimately win the battle between good and evil.
What we believe about Satan’s destiny has a direct impact on how we refuse him and instead stubbornly live out our faith. An awareness of the devil’s eventual defeat strengthens our resolve to resist his attacks. It’s empowering to be on the winning side.
Satan knows he will lose. Thus, his only tactic is trying to destroy as many people as possible before his own destruction.
Our worldview concerning evil is shaped by the fact that evil ultimately loses. The choice to follow Jesus means a guaranteed path toward victory, and God’s triumph means we are victorious too!
Amen and praise the Lord! 
Invitation to salvation: Rev. 22:17    
