7-21-19                WHAT ABOUT IDLE WORDS?

A Minor Thought:

Matthew chapter twelve records many events Christ encountered with the religious of His time.

Sabbath Questions Matt. 12:1-7
Lord of the Sabbath Matt. 12:8-21
The Pharisees rebuked Matt.12:22-29
The unpardonable sin Matt. 12:30-32
Words reveal character Matt. 12:33-37
The desire for signs Matt. 12:38-45
Changed relationships Matt. 12:46-50
Leaving these subjects with this word.

“Blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.” 

Note: Blasphemy involves giving Satan credit for what is accomplished by God’s power, while persistently rejecting God and His commands.  
The Heart in the Tongue
TEXT: Matt. 12:33-37 NKJV (NCV)
33. “If you want good fruit, you must make the tree good. If your tree is not good, then it will have bad fruit. A tree is known by the fruit it produces.

34. You snakes! You are evil people! How can you say anything good? The mouth speaks the things that are in the heart.
35. A good person has good things in his heart. And so, he speaks the good things that come from his heart. But an evil person has evil in his heart. So, he speaks the evil things that come from his heart. 
36. And I tell you that people will have to explain about every careless thing they have said. This will happen on the Judgment Day.

37. The words you have said will be used to judge you. Some of your words will prove you right, but some of your words will prove you guilty.” 
Matt. 12:36
Careless = Idle (KJV):  Greek agros used also in these scriptures:                                                                (Matt. 20:3; I Tim 5:13; Tit. 1:12; II Pet. 1:8) 
Verb Tense: account 

Verse 36 WORD (Gr. Rhema) Here, an utterance, or spoken word in a specific situation. 

Verse 37 WORD (Gr. Logos) Here, the essence, reason, or cause of a matter, having particular reference to the thought to which it is connected, “reasoned speech.”  

Guilty = Condemned: (Gr. Katadikzo) Here, to pass sentence upon someone for the purpose of appropriate punishment being meted out to him. 
“But I say unto you.”

Note: Christ closes this address to His malignant and wicked hearers by a solemn declaration that for these things God would bring them into judgment.
They were being informed that who had spoken so malignantly against Him, could not escape.

“Idle words” (careless words)
Notes: This literally means, a vain, thoughtless, useless word; a word that accomplishes no good. 

Here it means, evidently, wicked, injurious, false, malicious, for such were the words which they had spoken.
“By thy words thou shalt be justified.”
Note: That is, words are the indication of the true principles of the heart; by words the heart shall be known, as the tree is by its fruit.

If they are true, proper, chaste, instructive, pious, they will prove that the heart is right.

If they are false, envious, malignant, and impious, they will prove that the heart is wrong, and therefore be among the causes of condemnation.

It is not meant that words are the only thing that will condemn man, but that they will be an important part of the things for which he shall be condemned.

James 3:12 NKJV
“Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? Either a vine, figs? So can no fountain both yield saltwater and fresh.”
“By your words you shall be condemned.”

Note: Jesus had offered them all that could be expected, such as the ministry of John, the testimony of the Father, the prophecies of the Old Testament, His own testimony, and the substantiation of the Holy Spirit. Because the Leaders rejected all proofs regarding Jesus as Messiah, nothing else would be given.

EXAMPLE: I Cor. 10: 1-6, (11)
“Now these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.”  

Note: The examples of the Old Testament are recorded for our benefit. We are to keep our trust in the Lord God and His word. Failing to believe Him and obey will allow the enemy opportunity to hinder the word the Lord desires to do through you, and the blessing in store for you as well.
Numbers 13:1- 14:5

Twelve men sent to spy out the land of Canaan
1. Tribe of Reuben, Shammua (famous)

2. Tribe of Simeon, Shaphat (judged or he has judged)

3. Tribe of Judah, Caleb (object of praise or praise of the Lord)
4. Tribe of Issachar, Igal (deliver or he will vindicate)                                                
5. Tribe of Ephraim, Oshea/Joshua (God saves) 
6. Tribe of Benjamin, Palti (deliverance by God or Raphu)
7. Tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel (God is fortune bringer or God has given fortune)
8. Tribe of Joseph, (tribe of Manasseh) Gaddi (belonging to fortune or fortunate)
9. Tribe of Dan, Ammiel (a devoted ally or kinsman of God) 
10 . Tribe of Asher, Sethur (secreted, hidden)
11. Tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi (concealed or Jehovah’s protection)
12. Tribe of Gad, Geuel (salvation of God or majesty of God)
Numbers 13:17-20 GWT

17. “When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he told them, ‘Go through the Negev and then into the mountain region.

18. See what the land is like and whether the people living there are strong or weak, few or many.

19. Is the land they live in good or bad? Do their cities have walls around them or not?
20. Is the soil rich or poor? Does the land have trees or not? Do your best to bring back some fruit from the land.’  (It was the season when grapes were beginning to ripen.)”
Note: The Lord instructed Moses to send spies into the land of Canaan. This reconnaissance mission was to help Israel scout out the geography of Canaan as well as assess the military readiness of the land’s inhabitants. 
23b. “They cut off a branch with only one bunch of grapes on it. They carried it on a pole between two of them. They also brought some pomegranates and figs. 

24. So they called the valley Eshcol [bunch of grapes] because of the bunch of grapes the Israelites cut off there.”

Note: They returned bearing evidence that the land was excellent; their expedition seemed successful.

25. “Forty days later, they came back from exploring the land.”
Note: Forty relates to a period of probation, trial, and chastisement of God’s covenant people.  

26. “They came back to Moses, Aaron, and the whole community of Israel at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. They gave their report and showed them the fruit from the land.”  
Note: Yet ten of the spies focused on the difficulties Israel would face. Instead of remembering all God had done to deliver them from Egypt and the way He had fed them daily in the wilderness, these ten dwelt on the enormous size of the people in Canaan. 

The spies and their conclusion:

Based on a faithless report: Num. 13:26-29, 31-33; 14:1-5, 10 
 “We will not be able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.”
Note: The majority is not always right!

The minority report given by Joshua and Caleb demonstrate their faith that the Lord would give Israel favor and success! 
Based on a faithful report: Num. 13:26-30; 14: 6-9
30. “Caleb told the people to be quiet and listen to Moses. Caleb said, ‘let‘s go now and take possession of the land. We should be more than able to conquer it.’ 

31. But the men who had gone with him said, ‘We can’t attack those people! They’re too strong for us!’”
Note: Sadly, Israel sided with the ten who all gave a negative report of idle or careless words!

The congregation lost sight of God’s directives and faithfulness!

In a stunning act of rebellion, they said,
“Let us make a captain, and let us return to Egypt.” (14:4)
The report was “idle words” which took hold of the hearts of the congregation. 

Remember:  Their words were vain, thoughtless, false and useless words that accomplish no good.

Here it was injurious, faithless, discouraging, doubting, hindering, rebellious, and led to unfaithfulness.
God’s response: He prolonged their wilderness wandering until that entire faithless generation died.          

It was the word of God they rejected and rebelled against. 

They had a promise, a word from God, but chose to believe they could not be successful.

The idle words brought an entire generation under judgment.

Joshua and Caleb (two the number for witness) established the truth in their report.
 God honored their faithfulness and these two were the only ones of the twelve to enter the land of Canaan.
Shummua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, Geuel     (ten marks the completed number of perversities of Israel in the wilderness)           (Num. 14:22) 

“Surely they will not see the land.” Num. 14:19-23, 37
Caleb and Joshua will see the land! Num. 14:24, 38 
Note: The Lord pardoned those who turned against Him, but there was a price    to pay. They would not see the land that they had complained was impossible     to possess. There is often a lifelong consequence to sin, even with forgiveness. 
To receive you must believe!
Obedience is a heart issue!
Jesus said the same thing: Matt. 12:34b
“Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
Heart right = words right or profitable
Heart wrong = words idle or careless 
CONCLUSION:
        WORDS

1. Words are the vehicle of thought

2. Words are the instrument of thought

3. Words are the conveyance of thought

4. Words are a sure index to character

                         TONGUE

1. The tongue is conquered in the heart

2. The heart needs expression or it will break

3. The heart will have adequate expression
4. Nearest the heart nearest the mouth

5. Therefore, the tongue must be corrected in the heart

The Pharisees were quick to utter idle/careless words against the Lord Jesus Christ.

“For behold, says He, you being evil trees, cannot bring forth good fruit. I do not then marvel at your talking thus: for you were nurtured, being of wicked ancestors, and you have acquired a bad mind.” (Chrysostom E.C.F.)

Eternal happiness or misery turns upon the quality of words.

A good word may awaken memories and start trains of thought to issue in a regenerate life.
An idle word, at a moment of indecision, may so determine the will as to damn an immortal destiny. (J.A. Macdonald)
What about idle words? 

Believe and speak the word of God! 
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