8-4-19         IDLE WORDS SPOKEN HAVE CONSEQUENCES

SUBJECT: God’s Anger Toward Miriam and Aaron 
Remember, idle/careless words are vain, thoughtless, useless words; a word that accomplishes no good.

An idle/careless word that can be injurious, false, malicious, for such were the words spoken by Miriam and Aaron about Moses.  
TEXT: Numbers 12:1-16
Things to consider:
Verse one:
“Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses.” 

Verse two:

“Has the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses?”
Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses, even in the team God had put together, conflict cropped up.

Moses purported offense was his marriage to a non-Hebrew woman. But the idle words of Miriam and Aaron revealed their underlying jealousy. 

“Has He not spoken also by us?”
Consequences:  
“And the LORD heard it!”

Perhaps because conflict among leaders tends to infect everyone, the LORD moves swiftly to address this situation.

Verse four:
“And the LORD spoke suddenly to Moses and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, ‘Come out you three unto the tabernacle of the congregation’.”
God then poetically described the intimate nature of their relationship-Moses was someone with whom God spoke face to face.

Verse eight:

“With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches: and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?”

“Mouth to mouth, even apparently” sometimes referred to as “face to face,” these verses speak of the completely intimate relationship that God had with Moses. 
Verse nine:

“And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and He departed.”

The LORD left and the consequences of their sin against Moses and the Lord followed.

Verse ten:

“And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white like snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.”
Aaron cried to Moses!

Verse eleven: 

“And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech you, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.”
Moses came to the aid of Miriam and Aaron, who had sinned against him. 
Verse thirteen:

“And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, heal her now, O GOD, I beseech you.” 
Verse fifteen:

And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.”

The Lord shut Miriam out of the camp for seven days and healed her as Moses prayed and restored her. After she was restored and healed, she was returned to the camp.
Miriam had a great influence on the people and her words could have been devastating had the LORD not confronted them. 
Verse sixteen:

“And afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran.”
Paran had been the destination of the people since they set out from Mount Sinai. The journey had been marred by discontent, complaining, and rebellion.
CONCLUSION: 
1.  Miriam is often remembered only for this incident. 

2.  Miriam is the one who ensured baby Moses was fed, cleverly arranging for his mother to feed him in Pharaoh’s palace. 

3.  Miriam is celebrated in the Old Testament as one of the significant leaders in Israel’s history.

4.  The prophet Micah proclaimed, 
“For I brought you up out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of servants; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron and Miriam.” (Mic. 6:4)
Even so, our words matter. One set of cruel words can overshadow many good deeds. 

CONCERN:

A. Speaking against someone doesn’t seem like that big a deal. After all, it’s just talk. 
B. But this incident shows words to be very important to God and to people. 
C. God allows no place for gossip, also called slander.                              (Ps. 105:5; II Tim. 3:3)
PRAYER:   
