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FIRST THINGS FIRST
Part Two:                            
Method of Gentile salvation. Jew and Gentile made one body in Christ, a habitation of God through the Spirit.

A state of sin apart from Christ, is a state of spiritual death and bondage to Satan. A great and happy change is possible through the finished work of Christ’s redemption, whereby men are quickened to eternal life by faith, apart from their own merits. God, the Father, is the Author of the plan, Christ, the Son, laid the foundation, and the Holy Spirit raised the superstructure (the church). 

Paul takes the believer from where they walked to where they are seated: Ephesians 2:1-22 (HCSB)
Through our salvation we are:

1. Reconciled unto Christ Eph. 2:11-13 (HCSB)
11. “So then, remember at one time you were Gentiles in the flesh-called ‘the uncircumcised’, by those called ‘the circumcised’, which is done in the flesh by human hands. (Col.2:11)
12. At that time you were without the Messiah, excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.                                                                    13. But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah.”
Note: Christ poured out His life’s blood so the Jew and Gentile could become one body, one people, “in Him, Christ.” 
2. Christ is our peace Eph. 2:14-18(HCSB)
14. “For He is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. In His flesh,
15. He made of no effect the law consisting of commands and expressed in regulations, so that He might create in Himself one new man from the two, resulting in peace.

16. He did this so that He might reconcile both to God in one body through the cross and put the hostility to death by it.
17. When the Messiah came, He proclaimed the good news of peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.
18. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.”  

Note: “The dividing wall of hostility” This was vividly portrayed by an actual partition in the temple area, with a sign warning that any Gentiles going beyond the Court of the Gentiles would receive swift and sudden death. 

“One new man” In the early days of Christianity, the church was largely made up of Jews. But, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, the church witnessed to Gentiles, who then soon outnumbered the Jewish members. As the two groups learned to work together, they became something completely new. 
3. Christ is our cornerstone Eph.2:19-22 (HCSB)  
19. “So then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household,
20. built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ Himself as the Cornerstone.
21. The whole building, being put together by Him, grows into a holy sanctuary in the Lord.
22. You also are being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit.” 

Note: “Put together by Him” (KJV “fitly framed together”)
This is a picture of the process in Roman construction whereby laborers would turn the huge rocks around until they fit each other perfectly. (Pictures the Lord using the five-fold ministry)

Why these things are true!
Ephesians 2:1-10

Theological Facts:

1. Time past you walked. Walking is a biblical term expressing a picture of the believer’s steady normal progress with God.            Ref. Ps 1:1 (KJV)
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful.”
    Believers are to have a lifestyle of good works as a result of 
          their salvation. (verse 2)   
2. Prince of the power of the air. This is a reference to Satan.                   (verse 2)
3. We were dead in sin. Because of Adam’s sin, the entire human race is spiritually dead. Only God can grant new life and save us from this predicament. Out of His mercy, God gave His Son for us while we were yet enemies. He loved us long before we loved Him. (verses 4-7) 
       Ref. I John 4:9-10 (HCSB)
 “God’s love was revealed among us (Gr. Revealed in us) in this     way; God sent His One and Only Son into the world so that we might  live through Him.     

Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
    4. By grace through faith are you saved. The grace of God is the source of salvation; faith is the channel, not the cause. God alone saves. Salvation never originates in the effort of people; it always arises out of the lovingkindness of God. (Verses 8-10) 
The gift of God. We can not do anything to earn our salvation.                 (verses 9-10) 
This is the eternal security of the elect! (not unconditional)
CONCLUSION: Jesus said, 
“I have chosen you.” (St. John 15:16) 
Not only are you chosen but your “salvation is a gift from God.”                 (Eph. 2:8)
Salvation given by God when you were still “dead in sins”.                              (Eph. 2: 5)  
Salvation is an absolute “gift of grace”, unearned and undeserved. Salvation is freely given to those who accept the “calling” and to be a                       “Christ follower”.
To be a “Christ follower”, one must take up the task of walking after Christ and His examples.                                                                                            (St. John 14:21-23)                                                                    
We are, “His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” (Eph. 2:10) 
We choose to live and work for God. Not in “order to get the gift of salvation”, but because that gracious gift has already been given.
Phil. 2:13-16 HCSB
13. “For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose. 

14. Do everything without grumbling and arguing,
15. So that you may be blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among who you shine like stars in the world.
16. Hold firm to the message of life.”
CLOSING THOUGHT:

One great purpose of Christ’s salvation is to reveal in ages to come the exceeding riches of God’s grace. If all men were saved, it could never be made to appear that we did really deserve to die. In spite of the cross, we, angels, and universe would doubt it. The loss of some men through rejection of Christ sets that doubt at rest and proves to all eternity that those who are saved were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
TO BE CONTINUED! 

