9-18-19                   HEARING PROBLEM? 
We need to pay attention to the Holy Spirit:
The voices are many and the information is desired by the speaker to communicate and to be heard.

No greater voice than that of our Lord!

To have spiritual ears to hear what the Lord speaks through the Holy Spirit stirs us like no other voice. 
Speaks to guide:

(St. John 16:13; Acts 10:19-20; 13:2; 16:6; Ro. 8:14) 
Speaks the truth:

(St. John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; I John 4:6) 

The Seven Churches and seven letters:
These churches are in the Roman province of Asia, which today is south western Turkey. Their names are given in order, going clockwise from the southwest.   

(Rev. 2:2; 2:9; 2:13; 2:19; 3:1; 3:8; 3:15)  

“I know your works.”

(Rev.  2: 7; 2:11; 2:17; 2:26; 3:6; 3:13; 3:22)
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
A word that applies to each church:
Context/Response 

1. Ephesus: You have Left your first love/Return

2. Smyrna: Do not fear those things you are about to suffer/endure 
3. Pergamos: You have those who have the doctrine of Balaam, doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which things I hate/repent 
4. Thyatira: You allow Jezebel to teach and beguile my servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat things sacrificed to idols/repent 
5. Sardis: Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain that 
are about to die/repent
6.  Philadelphia: Hold fast to what you have/faithful 
7. Laodicea: I could wish you were cold or hot/repent 
(Rev. 3:18 NASV)
 “I advise you to buy from Me.”
1. Gold refined by fire,
2.  you may become rich,
3. White garments, 
4. to clothe yourselves,
5. The shame of your nakedness not revealed,
6. Eye salve to anoint your eyes,
7.  that you may see.
19. “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.
20. Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.
21. He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

22. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
The key to their success was not greater miracles, signs and wonders but, “Ears to hear what the Spirit says to the church”.
Hearing and obeying the voice of the Lord through the person of the Holy Spirit.
The Lord was giving the seven churches instructions in being overcomers, and secure in Him, as a result of their obedience.

Is the church today filled with leaders who have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to the church?
Is the Holy Spirit speaking about these issues?
1. Cultural Issues

2. Racial Issues

3. Religious Issues

4. Moral Issues

5. Spiritual Issues

6. Doctrinal Issues
7. Political Issues 

The church of today has the same problems as these seven churches!
The Church faces:

1. The lure of spiritual lethargy/ wake up
2. Immorality/sanctification
3.False teaching/sound doctrine
4. Witchcraft/discernment by the Holy Spirit
5. Other gods/fresh revelation of Christ
6. Rebellion against God’s leaders/repentance and submission
7. Opposing God’s authoritative word/conviction and revelation   
Do we have a hearing problem? YES!
We must pay attention to the Holy Spirit!

We must not allow things to cause:  

Lack of fellowship

Lack of relationship

Lack of worship

Lack of praise

Lack of commitment

Lack of surrender

Lack of learning
Lack of devotion

All these are improved as we stay in the Word of God. 
SOLUTION!!!

Prayer

Consecration

Sanctification
Surrender

Commitment 
Eyes/ears opened to hear and see who God has for the church and you!

(Eph. 1:18a)

“The eyes of your heart be enlightened”.
PRAYER:
To the church today!

Rev. 3:20, 22

“I stand at the door and knock, and if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.”                “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Hearing defined:

Words like listen, hear, heard, etc.

(Matt. 11:10)

When Jesus told the people that John the Baptist was                                      “He, of whom it is written, 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.”

He followed that revelation with another comment,

(Matt. 11:15)

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

The Greek word for hear used by Jesus is (akouo) means to hear in a natural sense with the ears and to understand the words that are spoken. 
Jesus used the same word when He spoke of what He heard from the Father.
(St. John 8:26)

“I have many things to say and to judge of you: but He that sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard of Him.”

The intimate relationship the Father enjoyed with the Son, communing with Him while He was here on earth, is implied in this “hearing”.
How God wants His children to hear and understand His heart in the words He has given us! (The Scriptures)

Another Greek word used for “hear” is (eiakouo) which means “to hear and obey” and “to hear so, as to answer.”

When the angel visited Zacharias in the temple, He said to him,

(Luke 1:13)

“Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.”
In the sense in which the word is used in the Scripture, to be heard by God is to be answered.

What an amazing thought, that we could make a request of God and upon His hearing it, it is done!  

For us to hear the Word of God in this way means “hearing and instantly obeying”. 
(Acts 23:35)

“When Felix responded to the charges against Paul, he said, ‘I will hear thee…when thine accusers are also come’.”

Felix used a Greek word for “hear” (Greek diakouo) that means “to hear fully and completely in a judicial sense”. (Used only here.)
How important it is that we be willing to hear fully what God wants to say to us.

To be a deliberate listener with the intention of judging God’s Word to be true and then applying it should be the goal of every Christian.

When Paul and Silas were in prison, they were heard “praising and singing to the Lord” by the prisoners. 

Heard is from the Greek word (epakfoaomai) meaning, “to listen attentively, with a rapt attention”.
The prisoners were amazed at the men singing and praising, beaten and bleeding, besides it was midnight. 
How we listen is as important as listening itself.  If we are distracted by our own thoughts or interests, we cannot really hear what God is saying to us.

REALIZE GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU!
Ps.118:5 (NAS)
“From my distress I called upon the LORD;                                                The LORD answered me and set me in a large place.”  
Note: God loves you and wants to hear from you and help you in this life and its spiritual opposition to His children.

1. Cultivate quietness

Ps. 46:10 (I Kings 19:9-18)
“Be still, and know that I am God.”
Note: Another version of this verse is,

“Cease striving and know that I am God.” 

Note: When we lay all personal motives and desires aside and become quiet before the Lord, His thoughts toward us will become a reality in our lives, and personal revelations of His love will fill our hearts. 
2. Meditate on the Word

(Ps. 1:1-2)

“Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful.

But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law does he meditate day and night.”
(Joshua 1:8)

“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shall meditate therein day and night that thou may observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shall make thy way prosperous, and then thou shall have good success.”
Note:  The Hebrew word (BAGAB) that is translated “meditate” in this passage is the same word that the psalmist used to describe the blessed man who delights in the law of the Lord.

It means “to ponder”, to murmur or mutter and study.

It implies a careful reading and serious attitude that will allow the reader to understand the Word in such a way that he or she will obey it.

Meditating on the Word of God will help us understand how God thinks, His principles and His attitude toward sin as well as His love for the sinner.  
3. Ask God questions

(Job 38:1)

“Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind.”
Note: If you receive a letter from a friend and you are left with questions as to what was being said and what it means to you, you probably would not ask the neighbor what was meant.  You would contact your friend to ask for clarity.
God wants you to ask about His will, and what He wants you to know about His speaking to you, and for what purpose. 

4. Anticipate Hearing God speak

(Ps. 28:1)

“Unto thee will I cry, O Lord my rock; be not silent to me.”
Note: God has always desired to commune with mankind from the time He created them.    

The Spirit-filled believer has the best opportunity to hear God’s voice because He dwells in our hearts by the person of the Holy Spirit.
When the Lord speaks to His child, it is like a babe that leaps in its mother’s womb. It brings joy, strength, and expresses His love for each who hear His voice. 
5. Respond to what you hear

(Jas. 1:22, NAS)

“But prove yourselves doers of the Word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.” 
Note: After we have heard from the Lord it is imperative that we obey what He has said. 

The Scriptures are meant to be obeyed, not just meditated upon.

When we hear we are to obey, for obedience is better than sacrifice. (Ps. 51:16)
Working for God is wonderful when it is out of obedience to God’s will for our lives. 

But we dare not think that our sacrifice for Him is of any value if we are not continually being guided by His voice and fulfilling His commands.

Doing good things is not the same as being obedient to the voice of God.

6. Remember His Words

(Ps.104:17-18)

“But the lovingkindness is from everlasting to everlasting…to those who keep His covenant.”
Note: Put to memory, and file away for the future, what the Lord has spoken to you. 

Deuteronomy, an entire book of the Bible, was written to remind the children of Israel what God had done and what He commanded them to do. 

7. Look for Confirmation

(II Cor. 13:1)

“Every fact is to be confirmed by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”
Note: If the Lord has revealed something from the Scriptures or spoken to us and it is beneficial to be judged by others, it is important that we look for confirmation of the revelation that we receive.

Personal guidance and prophetic words we receive from the Holy Spirit should be confirmed by the written Word, by the peace they bring to our spirits and by mature members of the body of Christ before we decide to obey them. 

We are too vulnerable to the other voices of the flesh, the enemy and other people not to seek confirmation of every directive that comes to us. There is safety in a multitude of counsel! 
Closing Statement:
If we will follow these principles for hearing and obeying the voice of God, our lives will be transformed by His presence in our lives.

Then we can begin to unlock the beautiful truths in the Scriptures as we give ourselves to the study of the language or vocabulary of God. 

Every word of God is like a multifaceted diamond which when held up to the light of the Holy Spirit, glistens with revelatory truth for the one who will pursue the eternal truths they communicate. 
Amen and praise the Lord!    
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