10 20 2019                         WHO IS ENOUGH?
I am not…smart enough, rich enough, attractive enough, good enough, strong enough, nice enough, talented enough, tall/thin enough, successful enough, likeable enough. 

I am simply not enough!

The fear of not being enough has crippled many people. 

When Christians begin to believe Jesus Christ is not enough, nothing can match the devastation. 

1. Doubt the sufficiency

2. Live with uncertainty

3. Follow watered down gospel

4. Easily shaken by challenges 

5. Experience little abundant life

Paul’s letter to the Colossians tells a different story

The church was partly encouraged:

1. They had faith in Christ Jesus

2. They loved one another

The church was partly alarmed:

1. Extremely false doctrines were filtering into the church.
2. Threatening to draw believers away from “Life in Christ.”

3. Unhealthy blend of Jewish legalism and Gnosticism.
4. Acknowledged Jesus existence; they simply demoted Him.

5. Not preeminent, but a place not the highest.
6. They claimed higher knowledge that could lead other likewise.
REBUTTLE:

Jesus is the best of the best. God’s highest revelation of Himself.

1. The best model of how to live

2. The best example of how to love

3. The best example of a teacher

4. The best example of selfless care

5. The best example of one giving light and insight clearly

Jesus Christ is enough! Col. 1:15-20 HCSB
Paul writes the best way to discern heresies about Jesus is to know the truth about Jesus.

One. THE IMAGE of GOD: Not a secondhand image like a photograph or a painting, but the complete and perfect visible representation of the invisible God.
St. John 14:9 
“Jesus said unto him, “have I been among you all this time without your knowing Me, Philip? The one who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, Show us the Father?” 
Two. The FIRSTBORN of every CREATURE: Firstborn refers to rank rather than time. Jesus was/is not God’s first creation; He reigns supreme over all creation.
Psalms 89:27-37 (27-28)

“I will also make Him My firstborn, greatest of the kings of the earth.

I will always preserve My faithful love for him, and My covenant with Him will endure.”

Three. CREATOR: Jesus is the architect, agent, goal, and sustainer of all creation. Even while He was on earth in human form, the world revolved around the Son.
St. John 1: 2-3

 2.“He was with God in the beginning. 

3. All things were created through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created.”

Jesus surpasses everything and everybody in importance and rank.
Four. The Head of the Church: Jesus is the church’s founder, leader, authority, sustainer, provider, and center.
Eph. 1:20-23
20.“He demonstrated this power in the Messiah by raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavens-
21.far above every ruler and authority, power, and dominion, and every title given, not only in this age but also in the one to come

22. and He put everything under His feet and appointed Him as head over everything for the church

23. which is His body, the fullness of the One who fills all things in every way.” 

Five. Firstborn from the dead: Others were raised from the dead before Jesus. (I Ki. 17:17-22; II Ki. 4;32-35; Lu. 7:11-15; 8:49-55;  John 11:43-44)
Jesus’ resurrection guarantees the resurrection of all who believe and trust in Him.
I Cor. 15:1-4 (20-23) 

20. “But now is Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

21. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also comes through a man.

22. For as in Adam all die, so, also in Christ all will be made alive.

23. But each in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; afterwards, at His coming, those who belong to Christ.”
He was raised from the dead to never die again and in Him the believer likewise!

Six. The Fulness of God: The entirety of God’s being resides in Jesus Christ.
Col. 2:9

“For the entire fulness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ”

Phil. 2:6

“who existed in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage.”

Seven: Reconciler: Jesus restored peace between a holy God and depraved human beings by bearing on the cross the penalty for our sins. 

II Cor. 5:16-21 (18-19)

18. “Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:
19. That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us.”
Jesus, fully God and fully Man, supreme Lord and sacrificed Lamb is the only means of reconciliation with God.      

CONCLUSION:
When we grasp that God’s plan for redemption revolves around Jesus, we won’t be duped by any teaching that denies the deity, humanity, of centrality of Jesus Christ. Nothing else is needed for salvation. Jesus is enough!  

