10 27 2019             THE LORD WILL ANSWER!
The Lord assures us in His word, He will answer us. God in all His wisdom and knowledge knows what we have need of before we ask.

The Lord deals with us as the created, not the creator.

Let us examine Scripture to understand more clearly what the Lord does when we ASK.

The LORD may answer with a question!

Herein the theophany (the appearance of God) to Job, consisting of two discourses by the LORD. (Job 38:1-42:6)
First discourse: Job 38:1-40:1-2
Second discourse: Job 40:3-41:34
BACKGROUND: 

Job chapter one: Satan’s challenge and calamities that befall Job.

Key word: Tested

The power Satan has over the believer is limited. Nothing more accurately shows what we are than the way in which we stand in the presence of trial and difficulty.

Job chapter two: Satan attempts to seize Job, family, property, health gone.

Key word: Afflicted

One of the greatest evidences of God’s love to those who love Him is to allow affliction to come their way, with the grace to bear and overcome it. 
If trials make us complain against God, the devil laughs and is glad. Trials and afflictions are the school of trust.

The background of Job’s current experience with the LORD after Satan has been given permission to test him.
Key words in chapters 3-37
Ch. 3 curse v 1 “Job tells his misery and despair.”
Ch. 4 retribution v 7 “Eliphaz (His name meaning, God is fine gold or dispenser. The man who felt he had a message of divine justice to declare, delivered with cruel, hard, and rigid dogma) theorizes Job’s suffering.”
Ch. 5 chastisement v 17 “Eliphaz’s discourse continues.”
Ch. 6 pity vs 14, 24 “Job’s appeal for Eliphaz’s pity.”
Ch. 7 complaint v 11 “Job’s answer to Eliphaz continues.”
Ch. 8 hypocrisy v 13 “Bildad’s (name means lord of shout. The man who gave a speech to comfort Job, was loud, insistent, and boisterous in his declaration) theory of Job’s affliction.”
Ch. 9 complaint v 17 “Job answered, not a hypocrite.”
Ch. 10 complaint v1 “Job’s answer to Bildad continues.”
Ch. 11 liar, mocker v 3 “Zophar’s (name means hairy, expanse, or pleasant abode. The man who boasted of his knowledge of God), theory of Job’s condition.” 
Ch. 12 Hand of God v 9 “Job answers his three friends.”
Ch. 13 reasoning v 6 “Job continues to answer.”
Ch. 14 trouble v 1 “Job’s answer continues.”
Ch. 15 unprofitable talk v 3 “Eliphaz’s theory about Job.”
Ch. 16 miserable comforters v 2 “Job accuses Eliphaz of idol words.”  
Ch. 17 darkness v 12 “Job answers, longing for death.” 
Ch. 18 the wicked v 5 “Bildad’s second discourse on Job.”
Ch. 19 hope v 27 “Job answers Bildad. Job’s sublime faith.”
Ch. 20 portion of the wicked v 29 “Zophar’s second discourse on Job.”
Ch. 21 prosperity, (of wicked) v 7 “Job answers, no secret sins.”
Ch. 22 wickedness v 5 “Eliphaz’s third discourse of Job.”
Ch. 23 tried v 10 “Job answers, he longs for God.”
Ch. 24 prosperity (of wicked) v 23 “Job’s answer continues.”
Ch. 25 justification v 4 “Bildad’s third discourse of Job.”
Ch. 26 God’s power v 14 “Job answers Bildad, his faith in God.”
Ch. 27 hypocrites v 8 “Job’s answer continues.”
Ch. 28 wisdom v 12 “Job’s answer, and the value of God’s wisdom.”
Ch. 29 the past v 2 “Job’s answer continues, and story of his life.”
Ch. 30 disgusted v 10 “Job answers, reviews his present condition.”
Ch. 31 integrity vs 4, 14 “Job answers, insists on his integrity.”
Ch. 32 opinion vs 6, 17 “Elihu’s discourse, stated why he interfered.”
Ch. 33 God’s working vs 29, 30 Affliction is shown to be discipline.”
Ch. 34 rebellion v 37 “Elihu’s discourse, magnifies God’s holiness.” 
Ch. 35 vanity v 13 “Elihu continues, Job’s rash talk reproved.”
Ch. 36 God’s discipline v 22 “Elihu continues, God’s justice defended.”   
Ch. 37 Majesty vs 14, 22 “Elihu’s discourse continues, God’s majesty.” 
TEXT:

Chapter 38: 1-3
    KJV
1. “Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 

2. Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?

3. Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.”
      NIV

1. “Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said: 

2. Who is this that darkens my counsel with word without knowledge?
3. Brace yourself like a man; I shall question you and you shall answer me.”

God’s challenge to Job:
1. Those who try to call God to account will be called to account.  

2. Seeking to establish one’s own character and darkening the counsels of God’s wisdom, is an affront and provocation to God. 

3. Humble faith can know more of God’s secrets than human reasoning.
       4. Man knows nothing about the making of this world other than                                   what God has revealed in His word.       
       5. It is an honor of Jesus Christ that He was present when this was done.             

Note: The LORD spoke to Job: Chapters 38:1-42:6
The LORD declares to Job His wisdom and creation: 38:4-38

I, God, laid the earth’s foundation, where were you? vs 4-38
Inanimate creation: testifies to God’s sovereignty and power 4-7, 18

The sea 8-11, 16

The sun 12-15

The netherworld 22-30, 34-38

The light and darkness 19-20

The weather 22-30, 34-38

The constellation 31-33

Animate creation: testifies to God’s sovereignty, power and loving care. 

The lion 38:39-40

The raven 38:41

The mountain goat 39:1-4

The wild donkey 5-8

The wild ox 9-12

The ostrich 13-18

The horse 19-25

The hawk 26
The eagle 27-30

God cares for the animals and feeds them.

The Lord challenges Job to answer Him: Job 40:1-2
1. “The LORD said to Job:

2. Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?                          Let him who accuses God answer him!”
These two verses are the conclusion of the first discourse of the LORD with Job.

Job responds and answers the LORD: Job 40:3-5 

3. “Then Job answered the LORD: 

4. I am unworthy - how can I reply to You?                                                                I put my hand over my mouth.
5. I spoke once, but I have no answer-                                                                 Twice, but I will say no more.”

No longer like a prince but chastened by the Lord, is unwilling to speak another word of complaint!

Note: Job has nothing to say because he has it all wrong!
6. “Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm:

7. Brace yourself like a man;                                                                                                      I will question you,                                                                                                And you shall answer me.”
The words in theses verses are a repeat!
CONCLUSION:

Job 40: 7-14

7.“Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.

8. Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify myself?

9. Do you have an arm like God’s, and can you voice thunder like His?

10 . Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor and clothe yourself in honor and majesty.

11 . Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at every proud man and bring him low,

12 . Look at every proud man and humble him, crush the wicked where they stand.

13 . Bury them all in the dust together; shroud their faces in the grave.

14 . Then I myself will admit to you that your own right hand can save you.”
Psalm # 49:6-9

6. “They trust in their wealth and boast of their abundant riches.

7. Yet these cannot redeem a person or pay his ransom to God-

8. since the price of redeeming him is too costly, one should forever stop trying-

9. so that he may live forever and not see the pit.”

   Note: Here God addresses the issues of his own justice and Job’s futile attempt at self-justification. 

Job had been arguing against the inflexible retribution dogma which views suffering as God’s punishment for sin. Job had to condemn God in order to maintain his own innocence.
Job had complained about God’s indifference toward the wickedness of evil men.

Here the Lord asserts his ability and determination to administer justice; a matter which Job had no control.  
Two principles: 

God is sovereign

God has restricted Satan 

Note: You cannot exchange the world’s goods for redemption.

Only God has the power to deliver us from death and hell. 

There are things God has done, is doing, and is going to do, that only He knows.   
TRUST GOD! HE KNOWS ALL THINGS.
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