12 15 2019                     FOCUS ON THE FUTURE!
The LORD longed for a people who would serve Him faithfully, but obedience was the exception. For centuries, the people had rejected Him and suffered for that rebellion. They spent decades in Babylonian captivity for their idolatry. Now back home they faced a choice.
TEXT: Haggai 1:7-11 Build My house
BACKGOUND:

In 586 B.C., Jerusalem had fallen to the Babylonians, who burned the city and took all but a small remnant of citizens into exile.

But in 539 B.C., the Persian Empire conquered Babylon, and Cyrus issued a decree that all the foreign nations exiled by the Babylonians including the Jews-could return to their homelands.
More than 40 thousand Jews returned to Jerusalem during the first wave of exile under the leadership of Sheshbazzar. (Ezra 1-2) 

That group was determined to rebuild the temple. (Ezra 1:5)
After 15 years, little had been accomplished.

In 520 B.C., God moved Haggai to confront the people’s apathy and challenged them to resume work on the temple. 

Haggai means “feast” or “festival”.
Haggai gave the people four prophesies:

The Jewish calendar months would appear different, but the dates are the same.

1. Aug. 29, and Oct. 17, these two prophecies relate specifically to the construction of the new temple. 
2. Dec. 18, two more prophesies do not mention the work of the temple but emphasize God’s work among His people.                                     

The prophesies encourage the people to “carefully consider” their situation.
A. Their attitudes toward the Word of God. (2:10-19)
B. The final message repeats the idea of God’s powerful shaking and hints at the coming Messiah. (2:20-23)
Throughout his prophesies, Haggai drew tight parallels between obeying God and maintaining a relationship with God.

While the Lord was not promoting a “name it” or “claim it” prosperity theology, He did tie obedience to blessing.

The Jews couldn’t go on ignoring His commands and still expect to receive His benefits.  

Hag. 1:1-6 The Lord’s house neglected 

Note: The people had decided not to rebuild the temple because they were too busy with life.

They did not realize they were displeasing God by leaving His house in ruins while they lived in luxury.

Haggai encourages them to “consider your ways”.
Their priority was skewed, and they allowed apathy to overwhelm their devotion to God.

Hag. 1:12-15 The work is under way
Note: Finally, God stirred up Zerubbabel to do the work Haggai had told them God wanted them to do.
The people began to work at rebuilding the temple. 

The temple was quite literally God’s dwelling place.

The work was in a sense working to restore their relationship with God.  

Hag. 2:1-9 The comparison of the temple

Note: The temple of Solomon was one of the wonders of the ancient world.          (I Ki. 6)
The temple of Solomon would have loomed large and magnificent, far greater than the rebuilt structure.

The people could have viewed the rebuilt temple “as nothing” compared to Solomon’s temple. 
Solomon’s temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. 

Haggai began preaching that lasted about 4 months. His prophetic voice heard caused the people to work and finish what God had requested. 

Zerubbabel’s temple was finished in 516 B.C. Five years after Haggai began his ministry. God graced them to finish it.
Herod the Great began restoring this temple but it was not completed until      64 A.D. 
This temple was reduced to rubble by the Roman General Titus only six years after completion in 70 A.D.
The devastation was so complete that the precise location is still unknown today! 

LESSONS:
FIRST: Ignore the past!
SECOND: Do the work set before you!
THIRD: Plan the future! 
BUILD MY HOUSE!

St. Matt. 24: 1-2; I Cor. 3:16-17; Eph.2:19-22; II Pet. 4-12
The word of God is described:  

· A Body

· A Tree

· A Building

 You focus on the future, by doing the work set before you.
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