1 1 2020                        ACTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Special notes: Speaking in tongues
Acts 2:4; 10:45-47; 19:6 (6:5; 8:17; 9:17)

New Testament Christians considered "speaking in tongues" or glossalalia (from the Greek glessis lale) as a God-given sign one had received "The baptism in the Holy Spirit."
The book of Acts give a few places where "speaking in tongues" accompany “the filling with the Holy Spirit”. Other places the scripture does not say they "spoke in tongues" but they confessed they received the Holy Spirit. The evidence to the New Testament Christian would have been "speaking in tongues" and would have been the norm as the evidence to the early church. When someone received the baptism in or with the Holy Spirit, they compared the evidence with the Day of Pentecost. 

FIRST: Tongues are a manifestation of the Holy Spirit
A. Speaking in tongues is a supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit.

B. Speaking in tongues is not learned like a language.

C. The language can be somewhere in the world or heaven.

D. Speaking in tongues is not ecstatic speech, as rendered in some translations of the Scriptures. The Scriptures do not use such terms when referring to "speaking in tongues."       (Acts 2:4; I Cor. 13:1; 14:14-15) READ
SECOND: Tongues as the initial outward sign of the baptism in the Holy Spirit
A. Speaking in tongues is an inspired utterance whereby the believer's spirit and the Holy Spirit join in verbal praise and or prophecy.
B. Speaking in tongues is the same evidence as Pentecost was to the 120 believers who tarried.   

C. When speaking in tongues has been ignored or denied, the truth and experience of Pentecost has been distorted or ignored entirely.                                                                                             (Acts 2:4; 10: 45-46) READ
THIRD: Speaking in tongues as a gift of the Spirit
A. The gift of speaking in tongues has at least two main purposes. It may be a message in tongues in a worship service for the congregation, but must be accompanied by the interpretation so that everyone understands the message and is edified. In this way all may enter the Spirit-directed worship, praise or prophecy.       (I Cor. 14:5-6, 13-17) READ
B. Speaking in tongues can be used by an individual to speak to God during his or her personal devotions and build up spiritual strength in one's life. This would include praying, giving thanks, singing unto the Lord.                                                   (I Cor. 14:2, 4, 14, 15-17, 28) READ
The work of the Holy Spirit is to edify the body of Christ and exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.
WARNING: The devil will try to undermine the "Baptism in the Holy Spirit" and the gifts of tongues, and any other supernatural manifestation he can to bring confusion, doubt, unbelief, or just plain denial. 

The act of “speaking in tongues” or other “spiritual manifestations” are not absolute evidence it is the Holy Spirit. Speaking in tongues can be counterfeited by human initiative or demonic activity as in some other religions. The Scriptures warn us not to believe every spirit but to examine our experiences to know the source from which it came. 

NOTE: Believers are commanded to test all professed Christian teachers, writers, preachers, and prophets, and in fact any individual who claims his or her work or message comes from the Holy Spirit. Believers cannot assume that a ministry of 
spiritual experience is from God merely because one claims it is. Furthermore, no teaching or doctrine may be accepted on the basis of success, miracles, or Charisma.         (St. Matt. 7:22; I Cor. 14:29; II Thess.2:1-2, 8-10; II John 7;         Rev. 13:4; 16:14; 19:20) 
C. In order to be valid, speaking in tongues must be "as the Spirit gave them utterance." To follow the norm in the book of Acts “speaking in tongues” will be the spontaneous result of the initial filling of the Holy Spirit. It is not a learned phenomenon, nor can it be taught by instructing believers to speak incoherent syllables. (Acts 2:4)  

D. The Holy Spirit warns that in the last days there will be within the church hypocrisy, signs and wonders from satanic powers and deceitful workers disguising themselves as God's servants.
 We must heed these warnings about counterfeit spiritual manifestations and signs.        (Matt. 7:22-23; II Cor. 11:13-15; II Thess. 2:8-10; I Tim.4:1-2)                                                                                                      
E. In order to discern whether our speaking in tongues is genuine, truly from the Holy Spirit, we must look for the Biblically defined results of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

PROOF of EVIDENCE:  If someone who claims to “speak in tongues” is not committed to the Lord Jesus Christ and the authority of the Scripture, and is not attempting to obey God's Word, whatever manifestation he or she may have are not from the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                   (St. Matt. 24:11, 24; St. John 8: 31; Gal. 1:9; I John 3:6-10; 4:1-3) 
PRAYER FOR PEOPLE TO BE FILLED OR BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT:
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