1 5 2020           THE CHURCH AND PURPOSE
Text: Acts 26:12-23 NKJV
Background: Galatians 1:11-17 Fulfilling God’s Purpose
Paul’s Conversion:

Acts 26: 1-10 Paul’s early life

Text: Paul’s Conversion 12-23 

1. The light of the Lord is brighter than natural light

2. They could not resist the light
3. Paul heard the voice of Jesus

4. Rise

5. Stand on your feet

6. I have appeared to you for this PURPOSE!

A. Make you a minister

B. Make you a witness

C. To the things you have seen

D. The things you will have revealed to you

E. I will deliver you from the Jewish people

F. I will deliver you from the Gentile people

G. I will send you

1. To open their eyes

2. Turn from darkness to light

3. Turn from the power of Satan to the light
4. They may receive forgiveness of sins

5. Receive an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Jesus Christ
The will of God for Paul’s life was with PURPOSE.

The will of God for the church (Gr. Ekklesia) meaning, assembly, or a gathering of “called-out ones.”
Paul uses this word (ekklesia) to describe Jews and Gentiles being called out and becoming one.

The PURPOSE of the church is the will of God!
PURPOSE: Def. 

1. Something one intends to get or do; intention; aim.

2. Resolution; determination.

3. The object for which something exists or is done; end in view.

SYN. Intent, intention.  
Power of PURPOSE in the church

1. Purpose brings MOTIVATION

2. Purpose affects our CHARACTER

3. Purpose brings POTENTIAL

4. Purpose pursues HOLINESS

5. Purpose purifies MOTIVE

6. Purpose develops OBEDIENCE
7. Purpose manifests RECOGNITION

8. Purpose reveals SINCERITY

9. Purpose expresses DESIRE

10.  Purpose brings STRENGTH

11.  Purpose develops SERVANTHOOD

12.  Purpose brings JOY

13.  Purpose reveals FAITHFULNESS

14.  Purpose develops STEWARDSHIP

15.  Purpose manifests HUMILITY

16.  Purpose motivates LOVE 

The church functions under the delegated authority of God.

Purpose provides authority!

Authority manifests when we KNOW the will (PURPOSE) of God for our lives (the called-out ones).
Authority to accomplish God’s will, as we KNOW the PURPOSE for being brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.

Rise

Stand to your feet 

Do what the Lord has PURPOSED

The authority to do what God has PURPOSED will be present! 

      Acts 9:20-22; 22:1-16; 26:12-18; 19-23
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