2-2-20                     WORKS OF THE ENEMY
FIRST SESSION: Sound Doctrine
The early church fathers taught that we have three enemies to defeat, or else be defeated.
The world, The flesh, The devil

The absolutes are where the victory is found.

Examples:

A. Jesus is the Son of God

B. Jesus is coming back

C. Justification by faith

D. Resurrection to come for believers

The Lord Jesus was a teacher of doctrine:
1. Jesus Christ taught absolutes.

2. 109 times Scripture refers to Jesus as a teacher

3. Jesus’ teaching stirred darkness

St. Matt. 22:23-33 (33)
“And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at His teaching.” (doctrine) 

Mk. 1:21-28 (22) 
“And they were astonished at His teaching (doctrine), for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

Luke 4:31-37 (31-32)
“Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbath.

And they were astonished at His teaching (doctrine), for His word was with authority.”
Jesus taught doctrine more than anything else He did. 

Epistles:

The apostle Paul taught doctrine as well, receiving it from the Lord. 

Ro. 6:15-23 (17)
“But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.”

Ro. 16:17-20 (17-18) 

“Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause division and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.

For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.”

A. The Scriptures teach to mark them who are contrary to Scriptural truths.

B. There are Scriptural truths set in eternal concrete.

C. To move away from these truths which are established sound doctrines, one becomes heretical and an enemy of the cross.

I Timothy 6:20-21

“O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge - By professing it some have strayed concerning the faith.”
Consideration:

You can have differences over doctrine that are not absolutes, unless it causes contention.

Contention causes a problem of fellowship.

If we tolerate contention over opinion, to where it causes strife and strengthens error, we will cause the contention to grow and cause even greater problems.
Fellowship is according to light:
I John 1-1-4(3b)
“and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.” 

Basic doctrines that are absolute we can be:

1. Dogmatic in defending

2. Not compromise, strengthening opposition

3. Resist contention, taking truth over opinion

I Tim. 1:3-11  No other Doctrine (10-11)
10. “for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, 
11. According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust.” 

I Tim. 4: 6, 15-16  A Good Servant of Jesus Christ
6. “If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ. Nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.”

15. “Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.
16. Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.”
I Tim. 5:17

“Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.”
Sound doctrine makes us victorious over our basic enemies:
1. What the Scriptures say

2. What we believe 

3. Our faith in sound doctrine enables us to overcome the enemy

II Tim. 4:2-4
2. “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
3. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;
4. and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables (myths).”
Tit. 1:5-9 (9)  Qualified Elders 2:1
“holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.”
2:1 “But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine:”

III John 9-11

“I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves the preeminence among them, does not receive us.

Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, pratting against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out of the church.

Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God.”
Doctrine of man:

1. Build up the natural man

2. Support a feel-good mentality

3. Candy coat false doctrines

4. Don’t preach conviction

5. Build up self and worldly plans

6. Teach a philosophy, not practical theology

7. Personality of man verses authority of God 
The time is now when people will not endure sound doctrine!

Sound Doctrine of Scripture:

1. Builds up the spiritual man

2. Reveals Christ in the believer

3. Corrects the wrong

4. Instructs the righteous

5. Makes the believer complete

6. Produces good works

7. Anointing of the Lord
CONCLUSION:

The church is to be raised up to reveal the glory of God to a lost and dying world.

Sound Doctrine enables the believer to overcome and defeat all its enemies. Absolute truth brings about absolute victory!
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