4 1 2020      YOU ARE NOT IN THIS TRIAL ALONE
When trials come, you must believe you are not alone! The Lord Jesus said, I will never leave you nor forsake you, I will be with you until the end.

Great example:

St. Luke 22:31-34

Note: Jesus is celebrating the Passover with His disciples and after this intimate time He tells Peter of Satan’s desire and intention. He also reminds Peter that He has prayed that his faith will not fail.
Satan desires to attack Peter’s character

Satan desires to attack Peter’s faithfulness
Satan desires to attack Peter’s loyalty 

Old Testament Example:

Job 1:6-12 Satan attacks Job’s character (faithfulness to God)
Job 2:1-10 Satan attacks Job’s health (loyalty to God’s faithfulness)
The book of Job is a real case of suffering. It can be very disturbing to the reader that begins with a wager between Satan and God. The Devil charges that Job’s great devotion to God is superficial, conditional and tied solely to God’s extravagant blessing of Job.

Take all those good gifts away from Job, the evil one insists, and watch Job’s faith crumble.

Agree to the test, Satan in one terrible day, Job loses his ten children and much of his fortune; yet his stunning response is to worship.

Not long after this God allows Satan to take away Job’s health.

Following a time of quiet grieving with their devastated friends, “Job’s comforters,” (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) begin offering assorted theories as to why God would allow such unspeakable tragedy in Job’s life.

Job is a sobering, head-scratching book. It assures us of God’s existence and His awareness of our suffering; even if it does not exactly reassure us with promise that we will be spared similar grief. Further, it shows us that while we may never get satisfaction with a theological answer to our question, we can know an infinite “Who?” Who can satisfy us, and Who can get glory even in the face of great evil.

Like Job, we need the faith that appreciates God’s blessings but does not grab or demand them or complain when they are withdrawn.  

Job 23:1-17 (10)
“But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”

Note: Job realizes God’s ways are a mystery. In the end, Job believed his life would have been “tested” as gold, by the God who knew him to reveal his true self. Job acknowledged a deep fear of the Lord even as he was struggling to understand his own circumstances.

During confusing moments in your life, take time to echo Job’s statement:     (Job 23:10)
“But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”
Peter and the conclusion:

I Pet. 1:1-12
Note:  Peter’s epistle was written to those who were enduring persecution, so he comforted them (not as Job’s comforters) by saying that their trials were proving their faith; a faith that is dependable because it was testified to by the prophets and angels. Those who have received such a wonderful inheritance should think clearly and rest in God’s grace. (I Peter 1:10-11)
Remember Job’s words:

“But He knows the way that I will take; when He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”  
By the same faith Job received from God’s Word, did not crumble!

By the same faith Peter received from God’s Word, did not crumble! 

A faith that is precious, A faith that sustains you, A faith that passes the test,         A faith that is proven by test, and A faith that endures to the end!

Job’s outcome (Job. 42:10-17) blessing more than before!

Peter’s outcome (I Peter 5:8-12) blessing more than before!
Satan could not sift Job nor Peter as wheat, because their faith did not fail!

Job and Peter were not in this test alone. The Lord was with them, knew the outcome, and He is present with you and me in our time of testing.  

Satan cannot sift you as wheat because Christ Jesus has prayed for you as well, and you will come through the test too. (St. John 17:20)
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