4-12-20            THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
The early church experienced many wonderful things that left them with great assurances and hope of Christ’s return. One being the resurrection of Christ.
The Apostle Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit writes to the church at Corinth which was located in a bustling hub of worldwide commerce, degrading culture and idolatrous religion.

In Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth, he deals with the problems, pressures and struggles of a church called out of pagan society.
Paul addresses a variety of problems in the lifestyle of the Corinthian church:

1. Factions
2. Lawsuits

3. Immorality

4. Cultural practices

5. Abuse of the Lord’s Supper

6. Spiritual gifts

Paul also shares words of counsel in answers to questions posed by believers in the church.

Paul makes two sections of his letter strong in the heart of the church.

1. The importance of Love as described in chapter 13

2. The doctrine of the resurrection in chapter 15

TEXT: I Cor. 15:1-58 (1-11NKJV) “The Risen Christ”, “Faith’s Reality”
Note: Having finished the discourse of spiritual gifts, Paul passes to that which is of all most necessary, “the subject of the resurrection”. 
Paul makes it clear the sum of all good things in the life of the believer is in this event, that produces faith as no other doctrine.
Paul addresses the resurrection as a reminder, not a teaching per se.
WARNING: Because the resurrection being all our hope, against this point did the devil:
1. Make a vehement stand against the resurrection 

2. He was wholly subverting the resurrection

3. He led people to believe it “is past already”
Paul’s letter to Timothy brands these things “gangrene” or this “wicked doctrine”, saying:

II Tim. 2:18-19 (NKJV)

“And their message will spread like cancer, Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort. Who have strayed from the truth, saying the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some.” 

Note: At one time it was taught that the body does not rise but the purification is the resurrection.
These things wicked demons persuaded them to say, not wishing to overturn the resurrection only, but also show that all the things done for our sakes are fables. (Saying our justification is not so) 

They were persuaded there is no resurrection of bodies, Satan would have gradually persuaded them that neither Christ raised. (Our faith undermined)
Therefore, in due time introduce saying that Christ had not come, nor had done what He did. (Die for our sins and rise from the dead)
For such is the craft of Satan. But, “We are not ignorant of his devices”.
PRINCIPLE: Satan does not signify what he intends but dressing himself up in a mask of one kind, he fabricates arts of another kind, and like a crafty enemy attacking a city with walls, he secretly undermines it from below, so as thereby to be hardly guarded against and to succeed in his endeavors. (This his very nature)
BLESSING: The greatest weapon against the enemy of the resurrection is the Resurrection Himself!
 St. John 11: 25-26
“I Am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live, and he who believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

NOT THE TEACHING OF RESURRECTION BUT THE CONSTANT REMINDER OF THE RESURRECTION!  

Paul told the church of Corinth,

“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received.”

Paul did not come teaching his own ideas, but he came reminding them “this doctrine is not of man but of God!”

Paul received this truth and he is now reminding them.

Paul was not the first to teach the resurrection.

The disciples learned of the resurrection: 
Luke 24: 1-6; Mat 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-6  

· The women came to “anoint Him”
· The women found an “empty tomb”

· The women heard “He is risen”
· They came to embalm Him but “He is risen”
· Paul tells us He appeared first to Peter!
· Peter confessed Him first to be the Christ!

· Peter worthy to behold His resurrection first!

· Peter who had denied Him, now confronted to tend to His sheep.

CONCLUSION: 

TEXT: I Cor. 15:1-11(11)
“Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.”
1. The gospel was preached to you

2. The Resurrection was preached by all the apostles

The word “preached” is from the Greek word (kerusso) meaning:
“We proclaim” or “We herald” and refers to the statement of the facts of the gospel (good news): Christ crucified and risen!                                                               (I Cor. 2:2; Acts 4:2; 8:5)
YOU WHO BELIEVED:

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 8:11)
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture says, whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame. For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”              (Romans 10:9, 10, 11, 13)
PRAYER:
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