5-31-20                        PENTECOST SUNDAY
TEXT: Acts 2:1-21 
Note: While Whitsunday is universally remembered in liturgical churches, it yet appears to be a most neglected day in evangelical, Bible preaching churches, just as the experience and power of Pentecost are sadly lacking in the lives of so many of their members. It is all too evident that the majority of evangelical Christians are destitute of the mighty unction and exuberant joy so characteristic of the early church of the book of Acts. 

Pentecost was an astonishing event in their lives, having more astonishing consequences. What a sensation that great day caused among a multitude of devout onlookers from many parts of the then known world who were in Jerusalem for the memorable Jewish Feast!

The outcome of Pentecost, signalizing the birthday of the Christian Church, can be seen in all her subsequent history. 
The seventh Sunday after Easter, called “white Sunday”, white symbolizes purity, to be made holy by the Holy Spirit. 

Another interpretation is whit or is “wit” or “wisdom” Sunday.                              The Apostles being filled with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.

On the day of Pentecost, ten days after Jesus’ ascension, the disciples received the Holy Spirit He had promised. 

They began to speak in languages they had not learned so everyone from a wide variety of places could understand them. 
Peter preached to the assembled crowd, saying what they were witnessing was the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. Joel 2:28-32
Then, beginning with the resurrection, he showed how Jesus was the Messiah who had been promised in the Old Testament and had come to save them from their sins.  
That day about 3,000 people put their faith in Jesus. The church lived in unity, sharing their goods, breaking bread, worshiping together, and praising God, and the Lord added daily to their number. 

This is the blueprint for our church communities today as well:

· Unity

· Generosity

· Love

These three are contagious!  

The Holy Spirit came and filled them:
1. Spirit of love – affects the warped emotions bringing righteousness, peace, and joy.

2. Spirit of light – bringing out of ignorance, error, and making the Word of God a live revelation within every believer.

3. Spirit of life – destroying apathy, indifference, bringing harmony of God’s Word into the heart of the church.   

4. Spirit of liberty – snap the fetters of all iniquity, forgiving, and give to us glorious liberty as children of God.

As a result of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, the Pentecostal experience, the overflowed blessings, the disciples became:
Anointed: witnesses testifying to Christ and His power and glory.
Inspired: witnesses, not speaking of self, but used to speak as the Spirit directed of divine revelation.  

Effective:  witnesses, able to convince the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment to come.

Prophetic: Witnesses, revealing things to come.
CONCLUSION:

Salvation, sanctification, and service, covers our life in Christ, 
The unction of Pentecost is especially associated with:

1. Spiritual discernment of truth

2.  Power of God through the Holy Spirit

3. Conviction and effectiveness in speaking God’s truth

Peter and Paul stand out in the book of Acts proclaiming the Word of God with great boldness.

The presence and power of the Holy Spirit was so wonderful in those momentous days, that the very house where they prayed was shaken.

Its pillar and posts, its wood and stone tremble at His presence!

The Holy Spirit works: 
1. Breaking of fetters

2. Bursting open of prison doors

3. Shaking and disturbance of human hearts

4. Sudden death 

5. Turn the world upside down
6. Miracles of deliverance

The solution to all our problems and necessary strength are in the person alone of the Holy Spirit! 
Let us pray!
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