                                                        THE LAST DAYS  
ACHARITH AND ESCHATON:
There seems to be a contradiction as to Israel’s lot in the last days. How can Israel be the people of God’s redemption for mankind and yet at the same time, in the same age be cast away or cast out, from among God’s people?

The answer is a remnant of Natural Jews will accept their Messiah and become God’s spiritual Israel.

The Remnant who did accept their Messiah; these are counted of God as His people Israel. 
Many times, and again, the people of God (Israel) had broken their covenant with Him. 

The cycle of disobedience and forgiveness seemed to be endless. It was obvious that the people would not keep the requirements of the covenant of the law. There were long periods of time when the people worshiped idols, with only the brief breakthroughs of obedience and faithfulness to God.

God was the faithful husband to His people, but they were not faithful to Him in return. 
Why are they so hated throughout the world? Possibly because they do not manifest the character of their spiritual Father!  
A new covenant would be a contrast to an old covenant given to Moses to point out the way to live as God’s character people. 

Jer. 31:31-38 HCSB The New Covenant
31. “Look, the days are coming – this is the LORD’S declaration – when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.
32. This one will be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant they broke even though I had married them – this is the LORD’S declaration.
33. Instead, this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days – the LORD’S declaration. I will put My teaching within them and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people.
34. No longer will one teach his neighbor or his brother, saying, Know the LORD, for they will all know Me, from the least to the greatest of them – this is the LORD’S declaration. For I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember their sin.
35. This is what the LORD says:                                                                                          The One who gives the sun for light by day,                                                                           The fixed order of moon and stars for light by night,                                                             Who stirs up the sea and makes its waves roar –                                                                  Yahweh of Hosts is His name:
36. If this fixed order departs from My presence –                                                                                              this is the LORD’S declaration – then also Israel’s descendants                                                                will cease to be a nation before Me forever.
37. This is what the LORD says: If the heavens above can be measured and the foundations of the earth below explored, I will reject all of Israel’s descendants because of all they have done – this is the LORD’S declaration.
38. Look, the days are coming – the LORD’S declaration – when the city from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate will be rebuilt for the LORD.” 
NOTE: They are called “All Israel” 
Here, God breaks the stranglehold of the nations to secure the release of His people from captivity. In the same way, God also breaks the stranglehold of sin to release His people from spiritual bondage.

Isaiah 45:17, 25 HCSB God alone Savior
17. “Israel will be saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvation,                                           you will not be put to shame or humiliated for all eternity.” 

25. “All the descendants of Israel will be justified and find glory through the LORD.” 

NOTE: These who have accepted Christ are in the LORD! But the natural descendants of Israel; the outcome is predicted very different:

After serving four kings, Isaiah compiles the events and prophecies that occurred under his ministry. This first chapter serves as an overview of what is to follow, for the evidences of God’s judgments are everywhere.

The culmination happens in verses 17-20 with the invitation to “reason together” by the warning for all a choice to accept or reject God’s invitation, there will be some strong consequences. 
Isaiah means: “Yahweh is salvation”

Isaiah 1:2-10 HCSB Judah on trial
2. “Listen, heavens, and pay attention, earth, for the LORD has spoken: I have raised children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against Me.
3. The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s feeding trough, but Israel does not know; My people do not understand.

4. Oh sinful nation, people weighted down with iniquity, brood of evildoers, depraved children! They have abandoned the LORD: they have despised the Holy One of Israel; they have turned their backs on Him.
5. Why do you want more beatings? Why do you keep on rebelling? The whole head is hurt, and the whole heart is sick.

6. From the sole of the foot even to the head, no spot is uninjured – wounds, welts, and festering sores not cleansed, bandaged, or soothed with oil.
7. Your land is desolate, your cities burned with fire, foreigners devour your fields before your very eyes – a desolation demolished by foreigners.
8. Daughter Zion is abandoned like a shelter in a vineyard, like a shack in a cucumber field, like a besieged city.
9. If the LORD of Hosts had not left us a few survivors, we would be like Sodom, we would resemble Gomorrah.
10. Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah!”
Concerning Judah: Isaiah prophesied during the time of the divided kingdoms.
NOTE: The northern kingdom was known as Israel, Samaria, and Ephraim and made up of ten tribes.

The southern kingdom was known as Judah, with its capital at Jerusalem, and consisted of two tribes, Judah and Benjamin. 

Both kingdoms had rebelled against the LORD, His laws and turned to heathen nations and their false gods; Judah, trusting in them to deliver her from their enemies. 

The northern kingdom was captured and destroyed by Assyria in 722 B.C. Isaiah the prophet warned Judah that they too would be destroyed because of their sin and apostasy.     (Hosea prophecy 785B.C.) 
The opening seven verses present a parable about God, pictured as the disappointed owner of a vineyard. Verse seven points out that a fruitful people, like a fruitful vineyard, will produce righteousness and justice; qualities God longs to see in His people’s lives. The remainder of the chapter explores the human side of a rebellious vineyard and the consequences of resisting the owner, God! 

Isaiah 5:1-14 HCSB Song of the vineyard
1. “I will sing about the one I love, a song about My loved one’s vineyard: the one I loved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.

2. He broke up the soil, cleared it of stones, and planted it with the finest vines. He built a tower in the middle of it and even dug out a winepress there. He expected it to yield good grapes, but it yielded worthless grapes.

3. So now, residents of Jerusalem and men of Judah, please judge between Me and My vineyard.
4. What more could I have done for My vineyard than I did? Why, when I expected a yield of good grapes did it yield worthless grapes? 
5.  Now I will tell you what I am about to do to My vineyard: I will remove its hedge, and it will be consumed; I will tear down its wall, and it will be trampled.

6. I will make it a wasteland. It will be not pruned or weeded; thorns and briers will grow up. I will also give orders to the clouds that rain should not fall on it.

7. For the vineyard of the LORD of Hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah, the plant He delighted in. He looked for justice but saw injustice, for righteousness, but heard cries of wretchedness.”
NOTE: These words are a parable demonstrating that God did everything possible to make Judah a righteous Nation. But when she failed, God destroyed His vineyard because it failed to be fruitful as desired.

Jesus used these scriptures to describe the destruction of Jerusalem as prophesied by Isaiah. 

Mt. 21:33-44 (33-34) HCSB

33. “Listen to another parable: There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. He leased it to tenant farmers and went away.
34. When the grape harvest drew near, he sent his slaves to the farmers to collect his fruit.”
This parable pictures Israel’s rejection of God’s Son. The LORD says of Israel, the kingdom will be taken from you and given to another. 
Isaiah 5:8-14 HCSB Judah’s sin renounced
8. “Woe to those who add house to house and join field to field until there is no more room and you alone are left in the land.

9. I heard the LORD of Hosts say: Indeed, many houses will become desolate, grand and lovely ones without inhabitants.

10 . For a ten-acre vineyard will yield only six gallons, and ten bushels of seed will yield only one bushel.

11 . Woe to those who rise early in the morning in pursuit of beer, who linger into the evening, inflamed by wine.

12 . At their feasts they have lyre, harp, tambourine, flute, and wine. They do not perceive the LORD’S actions, and they do not see the work of His hands.
13. Therefore My people will go into exile because they lack knowledge; her dignitaries are starving, and her masses are parched with thirst.

14. Therefore hell enlarges its throat and opens wide its enormous jaws, and down go Zion’s dignitaries, her masses, her crowds, and those who carouse in her!”  
Woe unto them! 
Six woes are pronounced upon Judah for the many sins practiced: 
Isaiah chapter five:
1. Selfish greed - v 8
2. Drunken conduct - vs 11-12
3. Mockery at God’s power to judge their sin - vs 18-19
4. Distortion of God’s moral standards - v 20
5. Arrogance and pride - v 21
6. Perversion of justice - vs 22-23
Jesus also pronounced woes on the religious:
Here we read that though the religious leaders had been silenced, Jesus was not finished with them. He warned the disciples and the multitudes about their toxic teachings. He pronounced woes upon them for their hypocrisy.  

Mt. 23:13-36 HCSB Seven woes
Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites:
1. Shutting people out of the kingdom

2. Creating false disciples like themselves

3. Teaching false doctrine

4. Ignoring justice, mercy, and faith

5. Cleansing the outside but ignoring the heart
6. Pretending to be more righteous than their forefathers

7. Committing the same sins as their forefathers 

Isaiah 10:20-23 HCSB

20. “On that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no longer depend on the one who struck them, but they will faithfully depend on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel.
21. The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God.
22. Israel, even if your people were as numerous as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will return. Destruction has been decreed; justice overflows.

23. For throughout the land the LORD God of Hosts is carrying out a destruction that was decreed.” 

The apostle Paul writes these words:

Romans 9:27-29 HCSB God’s election of true Israel
27. “But Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: Though the number of Israel’s sons is like the sand of the sea, only the remnant will be saved; 

28. For the LORD will execute His sentence completely and decisively on the earth.  
29. And just as Isaiah predicted: If the LORD of Hosts had not left us offspring, we would have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like Gomorrah.”
NOTE: Although salvation is apart from the law, through faith in Christ who fulfilled the law on our behalf, God has not rejected Israel. The true Israel consists not of natural Israel’s children but of those who are adopted through faith in Jesus Christ, some Jew and Gentile alike. 

It is the remnant in Christ, and together with all the elect in Christ out of the nations who are grafted in among them that make up that “ALL ISRAEL” that shall be saved.
Ro. 9:6-8 HCSB
6. “But it is not as though the Word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
7. Neither are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants. On the contrary, your offspring will be traced through Isaac.

8. That is, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but the children of the promise are considered to be the offspring.” 

Ro. 11:26 HCSB All remnant to be saved
26. “And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written:                                                   The Liberator will come from Zion; He will turn away godlessness from Jacob.”
NOTE: The flesh descendants are called Israel as a surname or national designation. The name carries no blessing to those who reject the                         LORD JESUS CHRIST.
Isaiah 65:15 HCSB

15. “You will leave your name behind as a curse for My chosen ones, and the LORD GOD will kill you; but He will give His servants another name.” 

NOTE: Although God would judge Israel, He would also save a remnant of true believers who would return to the land and carry on His redemptive mission in the world. They would experience His joy and blessings.
St. Mt. 3:7-10 HCSB
7. “When He saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to the place of His baptism, He said to them, brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
8. Therefore, produce fruit consistent with repentance.
9. And don’t presume to say to yourselves, we have Abraham as our father. For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones!
10. Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees! Therefore, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
NOTE:  Pharisees and Sadducees were two of the most prominent religious groups in Judaism.
They adhered to the Law of the Old Testament and their human interpretation for obeying as the means to salvation.

They taught that the coming Messiah would be an earthly ruler who would help Israel dominate the nations and force all people to obey God’s Law. 

However, their religion was outward in form with no inward godliness of heart and they refused to recognize the depravity of their own nature. 

By and large they opposed Jesus and His message that religion is a matter of the heart and spirit, and not simply a legalistic obedience to the commandments of Scripture. 

St. Jn. 8:21-24, 37-47 HCSB
21. “Then He said to them again, I’m going away; you will look for Me, and you will die in your sin. Where I’m going you cannot come.
22. So the Jews said again, He won’t kill Himself, will He, since He says, Where I’m going, you cannot come?
23. You are from below, He told them, I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.
24. Therefore I told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
37. “I know you are descendants of Abraham, but you are trying to kill Me because My word is not welcome among you.
38. I speak what I have seen in the presence of the Father; therefore, you do what you have heard from your father.

39. Our father is Abraham! They replied. If you were Abraham’s children, Jesus told them, you would do what Abraham did.
40. But now you are trying to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do this!
41. You are doing what your father does.   We were not born of sexual immorality, they said. We have one Father – God.
42. Jesus said to them, If God were your Father, you would love Me, because I came from God and I am here. For I didn’t come on My own, but He sent Me.
43. Why don’t you understand what I say? Because you cannot listen to My word.
44. You are of your father the Devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of liars.
45. Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.
46. Who among you can convict Me of sin? If I tell the truth, why don’t you believe Me?
47. The one who is from God listens to God’s words. This is why you don’t listen, because you are not from God.”   
NOTE: Peter draws on the witness of the prophets who foretold the suffering of Christ. He quotes Moses, who spoke of a prophet like himself from among the Jews. The crucified, risen, and ascended Jesus has fulfilled this role perfectly as God’s anointed Servant sent to atone for humans.
Acts 3:22-23 HCSB Peter preaching confirms prophecy
22. “Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your brothers. You must listen to Him in everything He will say to you.

23. And everyone who will not listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from the people.”
NOTE: All these are warnings to flesh Israel. There are two; one Israel of the flesh, earthly, clinging to earthly Jerusalem and to the Law; and the other Israel that is from the Heavenly Jerusalem, born from above, elect as was Isaac, who are in Christ and are sole heirs of the promised inheritance. 
This is the new Covenant Israel of faith in Christ, whose sins are washed away by the One Sacrifice forever, that of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Heb. 10:11-12 HCSB
11. “Every priest stands day after day ministering and offering the same sacrifices time after time, which can never take away sins.
12. But this man, after offering one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God.”  

NOTE: Sitting down indicates that His work of atonement is finished. His final words on the Cross, “It is finished,” declare this spiritual reality.
The flesh Israel, especially in the ideal image, was a type of the New Testament Israel of God. The contrast of these two are found in the Scriptures:

St. Jn. 1:11-13 HCSB
11. “He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him.
12. But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name,
13. Who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.” 
NOTE: Received means “to receive with favor” and implies “welcome.” Instead of a welcome mat, Jesus had a door slammed in His face. Here are introduced the rejection and reception Jesus would receive throughout the Gospels.
Israel’s further rejection of Christ Jesus written by Paul:
Ro. 9:1-6 HCSB Israel’s rejection of Christ Jesus
1. “I speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying; my conscience is testifying to me    with the Holy Spirit – 
2. That I have intense sorrow and continual anguish in my heart.
3. For I could almost wish to be cursed and cut off from the Messiah for the benefit of my brothers, my own flesh and blood.

4. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the temple service, and the promises. 

5. The ancestors are theirs, and from them, by physical descent, came the Messiah, who is God over all, praised forever. Amen.

6. But it is not as though the Word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.” 

Phil. 3:1-8 HCSB Knowing Christ Jesus required
1. “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write to you again about this is no trouble for me and is a protection for you.

2. Watch out for dogs, watch out for evil workers, watch out for those who mutilate the flesh.

3. For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God, boast in Christ Jesus, and do not put confidence in the flesh.

4. Although I once also had confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more:

5. Circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a Pharisee;
6. Regarding zeal, persecuting the church; regarding the righteousness that is in the law, blameless.

7. But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ.

8. More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ.” 
NOTE: The natural Jews were religious, but did not know Christ Jesus, nor the LORD of the Old Testament church. Both the Father and the Son were rejected and disobeyed.  

Ro. 2:28-29 HCSB Know Christ inwardly
 28. “For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh.
29. On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart – by the Spirit, not the letter. That man’s praise is not from men but from God.”     
Col. 2:16-17 HCSB Christ versus heresy  
16. “Therefore, don’t let anyone judge you in regard to food and drink or in the matter of a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day.
17. These are a shadow of what was to come; the substance is the Messiah.” 
“Do not let anyone judge you.”
NOTE: This is a rebuttal to the Jews and keeping the law as part of salvation.  The keeping of days and ceremonial rituals. Paul is teaching that Christians are free from these obligations of any kind.
(Gal. 4:4; 5:1; Mt. 12:1; Mk. 7:6)
So, there are two churches called Israel, both living in the Eschaton, same last days. But only one is the heir; the book of Galatians makes this clear.
Gal. 4:21-31 HCSB
21. “Tell me, those of you who want to be under the law, don’t you hear the law?
22. For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and the other by a free woman.
23. But the one by the slave was born according to the impulse of the flesh, while the one by the free woman was born as the result of a promise.
24. These things are illustrations, for the women represent the two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai and bears children into slavery – this is Hagar.
25. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.
26. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.

27. For it is written: Rejoice, childless woman, who does not give birth. Burst into song and shout, you who are not in labor, for the children of the desolate are many, more numerous than those of the woman who has a husband.
28. Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.

29. But just as then the child born according to the flesh persecuted the one born according to the Spirit, so, also now.

30. But what does the Scripture say?  Drive out the slave and her son, for the son of the slave will never be a coheir with the son of the free woman.
31. Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.”
NOTE: The church is spiritual Israel. The apostolic writings are a witness to this fact.  The church, once under the Law, is redeemed. The Law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. The way was made open for Gentiles to come to salvation in Christ Jesus. For you are all in Christ, both the Old Testament saints and the New Testament saints are one in Christ.  Jew or Gentile we are one Israel. We, Our, Us, are used in Scripture concerning this subject. The new covenant is Christ, made with Israel, but again heir to the Gentiles according to the promise to Abraham.

Gen. 12:3; 22:18. HCSB God’s call of Abraham
3. “I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
18. “And all the nations of the earth will be blessed by your offspring because you have obeyed My command.”
NOTE: Seven elements of the pre-incarnate Jehovah to Abram: 

1. A great inheritance
2. A great posterity

3. A great name

4. A great blessing

5. A great alliance
6. A great defense

      7. A great influence 

The Incarnate Word to His disciples:

1. The kingdom of heaven

2. Divine consolation

3. Inheritance of the earth

4. Divine satisfaction

5. Divine mercy

6. The vision of God

7. A place in God’s family 
Gal. 3:13-14-16-29 HCSB Law and promise
13. “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, because it is written: Everyone who is hung on a tree is cursed.
14. The purpose was that the blessing of Abraham would come to the Gentiles by Christ Jesus, so that we could receive the promised Spirit through faith.”
16. “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, and to seeds, as though referring to many, but referring to one, and to your seed, who is Christ.”   

 29. “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise.”
NOTE: Paul knew those who live by the law were under the curse of the law because no one could live up to the standard of the law. Christ became a curse for us on the cross. 
Gal. 4:1-7 HCSB Sons and Heirs
1. “Now I say, that as long as the heir is a child, he differs in no way from a slave, though he is the owner of everything.

2. Instead, he is under guardians and stewards until the time set by his father.

3. In the same way we also, when we were children, were in slavery under the elemental forces of the world.

4. When the time came to completion, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,

5.  To redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

6. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying Abba, Father!

7. So, you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”
Isaiah 49:1-8; 27:6 HCSB The Servant brings salvation 
1. “Coastlands listen to me; distant peoples, pay attention. The LORD called me before I was born. He named while I was in my mother’s womb.
2. He made my words like a sharp sword; He hid me in the shadow of His hand. He made me like a sharpened arrow; He hid me in His quiver.
3. He said to me, You are My servant, Israel; I will be glorified in him.

4. But I myself said: I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and futility; yet my vindication is with the LORD, and my reward is with my God.

5. And now, says the LORD, who formed me from the womb to be His servant, to bring Jacob back to Him so that Israel might be gathered to Him; for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God is my strength.

6. He says, It is not enough for you to be My Servant raising up the tribes of Jacob and restoring the protected ones of Israel. I will also make you a light for the nations, to be My salvation to the ends of the earth.

7. This is what the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, says to one who is despised, to one abhorred by people, to a servant of rulers: Kings will see and stand up, and princes will bow down, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel – and HE HAS chosen you.
8. This is what the LORD says: I will answer you in a time of favor, and I will help you in the day of salvation. I will keep you, and I will appoint you to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land, to make them possess the desolate inheritances.”
27:6 “In days to come, Jacob will take root. Israel will blossom and bloom and fill the whole world with fruit.”

Isaiah: 54:1-3; 66:22 HCSB Future glory of Israel
54:1-3 “Rejoice, childless one, who did not give birth; burst into song and shout, you who have not been in labor! For the children of the forsaken one will be more than the children of the married woman, says the LORD.

2. Enlarge the site of your tent, and let your tent curtains be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your ropes, and drive your pegs deep.

3. For you will spread out to the right and to the left, and your descendants will dispossess nations and inhabit the desolate cities.
NOTE: Israel’s liberation ultimately would come to the remnant of believers who accepted Jesus as Messiah. 
66:22 “For just as the heavens and the new earth, which I will make, will endure before Me – this is the LORD’S declaration – so your offspring and your name will endure.”
Eph. 2:11-19 HCSB Israel one body in unity
11. “So then, remember that at one time you were Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcised by those called the circumcised, which is done in the flesh by human hands. 

12. At that time you were without the Messiah, excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.

13. But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah.

14. For He is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. In His flesh,
15. He made of no effect the law consisting of commandments and expressed in regulations, so that He might create in Himself one new man from the two, resulting in peace.

16. He did this so that He might reconcile both to God in one body through the cross and put the hostility to death by it.

17. When the Messiah came, He proclaimed the good news of peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.
18. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.
19. So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household.”
NOTE: Through Christ Jesus the Gentiles are made near to God and the covenants that were provided to Israel.    
1. Both Jews and Gentiles are one body in Christ Jesus.

2. The church of ESCHATON (the last days) is the habitation of the LORD! 
3. The Old Testament church and the New Testament church are one in Christ Jesus. 
4. The new covenant with Israel is Christ!

5. Christ is the new covenant of Israel!   

Both Jews and Gentiles are in covenant with God through Christ.  No longer under law, but grace has been given to the church of believers.
NOTE: Notice, with no regard as to whether Jew or Gentile, or Greek, or bond or free, you are all one in Christ.
The Old Testament church was reformed by the Lord Jesus Christ and His New Covenant: There is only one church! The body of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Heb. 9:11-15 HCSB New covenant ministry
11. “But the Messiah has appeared, high priest of the good things that have come. In the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands (that is, not of this creation), 

12. He entered the most holy place once for all, not by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.

13. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow, sprinkling those who are defiled, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,

14. How much more will the blood of the Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works to serve the living God?

15. Therefore, He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance, because a death has taken place for redemption from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.”
Heb. 10:1-18 HCSB The Perfect Sacrifice
1. “Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come, and not the actual form of those realities, it can never perfect the worshipers by the same sacrifices they continually offer year after year.
2. Otherwise, wouldn’t they have stopped being offered, since the worshipers, once purified, would no longer have any consciousness of sins?
3. But in the sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.
4. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5. Therefore, as He was coming into the world, He said: You did not want sacrifice and offering, but You prepared a body for Me, 

6. You did not delight in whole burnt offerings and sin offerings.
7. Then I said, See, it is written about Me in the volume of the scroll, I have come to do Your will, God!

8. After He says above, You did not want or delight in sacrifices and offerings, whole burnt offerings and sin offerings (which are offered according to the law),
9. He then says, See, I have come to do Your will. He takes away the first to establish the second.
10.  By this will of God, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all.
11.  Every priest stands day after day ministering and offering the same sacrifices time after time, which can never take away sins.
12.  But this man, after offering one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God.
13.  He is now waiting until His enemies are made His footstool.
14.  For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are sanctified.
15.  The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. For after He says:
16.  This is the covenant I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws on their hearts and write them on their minds,
17.  He adds: I will never again remember their sins and their lawless acts.
18.  Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.”
St. Jn. 4:22 HCSB
“You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews.” 

Ro. 11:1-36 (17-24) HCSB Israel’s Rejection not final
A.  A Remnant remains vs 1-10
B.  New Branches Grafted in vs 11-24
C. God’s Covenant with Israel vs 25-32  

D.  Glory to God vs 33-36
17. “Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, though a wild olive branch, were grafted in among them and have come to share in the rich root of the cultivated olive tree,

18. Do not brag that you are better than those branches. But if you brag, you do not sustain the root, but the root sustains you,
19. Then you will say, Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.
20. True enough; they were broken off by unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid.
21. For if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you either.
22. Therefore, consider God’s kindness and severity: severity toward those who have fallen but God’s kindness toward you, if you remain in His kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.
23. And even they, if they do not remain in unbelief, will be grafted in, because God has the power to graft them in again.
24. For if you were cut off from your native wild olive and against nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?”    

NOTE: These Scriptures confirm Christ reformed the Old with the New.  Therefore, there is no such thing as a Gentile church. We, the church, are the Israel of God. We have been grafted in!
So, there are two churches called Israel; one rejects Jesus Christ, the other believes in Him, loves Him, obeys Him, and is in Him redeemed forever. The door is open.  
Isaiah calls for heaven and earth to hear of the near total apostasy of His people, a seed of evil doers, etc. Isaiah speaks of Israel’s attitude and condition.
Isaiah 1: 2-9 We read, the destiny of flesh Israel and spiritual Israel.  
Questions:

Do the prophets confirm two churches called Israel, with a different predicted destiny?

How can one read the prophets and not see it?

NOTE: The book of Isaiah chapter one declares the remnant is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge, in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. Except for a small remnant, God would have wiped out Israel as He did Sodom and Gomorrah. 

God address the leaders of Israel,

“Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom.”

Is there any doubt of these two peoples called Israel?   
Have the remnant Israel lost their illustrious name, “Israel,” by being true to God? Certainly not!
St. John 6:37-45 tells us (37b) HCSB
“The one who comes to Me, I will never cast out.”

The book of Isaiah speaks of the destiny of Israel after the flesh.  
Isa. 5:1-14 (The vineyard of wild grapes)

· Take away our reproach vs 1-4
· Destruction of the vineyard vs 5-10
· Woe to those who follow strong drink vs 11-14 

Isa. 65:1-15
· A rebellious people vs 1-7
· A Seed out of Jacob (Israel) vs 8-10
· The fate of those who forsake the LORD vs 11-15
Compare these words of Jesus:                                                                                                St. Mt. 8:10-12 HCSB
10. “Hearing this, Jesus was amazed and said to those following Him, I assure you: I have not found anyone in Israel with so great a faith! 
11. I tell you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.

12. But the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

St. Jn. 3:36 HCSB
“The one who believes in the Son has eternal life, but the one who refuses to believe in the Son will not see life; instead, the wrath of God remains on him.”
NOTE:  God’s wrath abiding on unbelieving Israel. 
Remember this is the Israel that is yet today adamantly opposed to our Lord Jesus Christ. Concerning this Paul speaks:

Phil. 3:1-3 HCSB
1. “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write to you again about this is no trouble for me and is a protection for you.

2. Watch out for dogs, watch out for evil workers, watch out for those who mutilate the flesh.
3. For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God, boast in Christ Jesus, and do not put confidence in the flesh.” 

Col. 2:11 HCSB

“You were also circumcised in Him with a circumcision not done with hands, by putting off the body of flesh, in the circumcision of the Messiah.”
Consider that all the prophets spoke of this age in which we live, as the “last days,” the ESCHATON.
Peter, after being with the Lord Jesus for 40 days after the resurrection, sets us straight on the church and its purpose.                                                          
Acts 1:1-3; 3:22-26 HCSB (Lu. 24:25-27, 44-49)

1. “I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach 

2. Until the day He was taken up, after He had given orders through the Holy Spirit to the apostles He had chosen. 

3. After He had suffered, He also presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”
Acts 3:22-26 HCSB
22. “Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your brothers. You must listen to Him in everything He will say to you.
23. And everyone who will not listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from the people.
24. In addition, all the prophets who have spoken from Samuel and those after him, have also announced these days.
25. You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your ancestors, saying to Abraham, and all the families of the earth will be blessed through your offspring.
26. God raised up His Servant and sent Him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your evil ways.” 

I Pet. 3:13-17; 5:8-11 (undeserved suffering)
NOTE: These words of Peter are for today. It speaks of those who do not like us, do not understand us, and do not want us to claim Christ. Peter’s words give us wisdom in dealing with adversity, suffering and difficult people.  

We are told the Lord has revealed His secrets unto His servants the prophets.
Amos. 3:7 HCSB
Indeed, the Lord God does nothing without revealing His counsel to His servants the prophets.

Acts 26:22 HCSB
“To this very day, I have obtained help that comes from God, and I stand and testify to both small and great, saying nothing else than what the prophets and Moses said would take place.”   
Ref. Moses and the prophets: Deut. 23:1-9 HCSB
Where membership in the church is exclusively defined and holiness is vital to victory. The Hebrew word for church is QAHAL, the same as EKKLESIS, Greek, in the New Testament. 
So, the congregation of the Lord in Deuteronomy is the old Testament church, QAHAL. Type and root of the New Testament church, EKKLESIS. 
David, I Chr. 28:2, 8, 10-11, 20 HCSB 
2. “Then King David rose to his feet and said, Listen to me, my brothers and my people. It was in my heart to build a house as a resting place for the ark of the LORD’S covenant and a footstool for our God.”
8. “So now in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and in the hearing of our God, observe and follow all the commands of the LORD your God so that you might possess this good land and leave it as an inheritance to your descendants forever.”
10-11. “Realize now that the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary. Be strong and do it.

Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the portico of the temple and its buildings, treasuries, upper rooms, inner rooms, and a room for the mercy seat.”
20. “Then David said to his son Solomon, Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He won’t leave you or forsake you until all the work for the service of the LORD’S house is finished.”  
Here are a few prophecies of the church:

Moses Ex. 19:5-6 HCSB
“Now if you will listen to Me and carefully keep My covenant, you will be My own possession out of all the peoples, although all the earth is Mine, and you will be My kingdom of priests and My holy nation. These are the words that you are to say to the Israelites.” 
I Pet. 2:5-10 Moses prophecy fulfilled in Christ 
5. “You yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6. For it is contained in Scripture: Look! I lay in Zion, a chosen and honored cornerstone, and the one who believes in Him will never be put to shame!
7. So, honor will come to you who believe, but for the unbelieving, the Stone that the builders rejected, this One has become the cornerstone.
8. And a stone to stumble over, and a rock to trip over. They stumble because they disobey the message; they were destined for this.
9. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.
10. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy." 

This exhibits the church as being the recipient, as opposed to flesh Israel’s failure and loss.

David: Psalms two, every verse fulfilled in Christ and His church   
Acts 4:23-30 HCSB
23. “After they were released, they went to their own people and reported everything the chief priests and the elders had said to them.

24. When they heard this, they all raised their voices to God and said, Master,  You are the One who made the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and everything    in them.

25. You said through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David Your servant: Why did the Gentiles rage and the peoples plot futile things?
26. The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers assembled together against the Lord and against His Messiah.
27. For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, assembled together against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, 

28. To do whatever Your hand and Your plan had predestined to take place.
29. And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that Your slaves may speak Your message with complete boldness,
30. While You stretch out Your hand for healing, signs, and wonders to be performed through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”    
Acts 13:22-23, 32-39 HCSB
22. “After removing him, He raised up David as their king and testified about him: I have found David the son of Jesse, a man loyal to Me, who will carry out all My will.
23. From this man’s descendants, according to the promise, God brought the Savior, Jesus to Israel.”
32. “And we ourselves proclaim to you the good news of promise that was made to our ancestors.
33. God has fulfilled this for us, their children, by raising up Jesus, as it is written in the second Psalm: You are My Son; today I have become Your Father.

34. Since He raised Him from the dead, never to return to decay, He has spoken in this way, I will grant you the faithful covenant blessings made to David.
35. Therefore He also says in another passage, You will not allow Your Holy One to see decay.
36. For David, after serving his own generation in God’s plan, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and decayed.
37. But the One God raised up did not decay.

38. Therefore, let it be known to you, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you,
39. And everyone who believes in Him is justified from everything that you could not be justified from through the law of Moses.”
Rev. 1:8; 2:26-27 HCSB
8. “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, the One who is, who was, and who is coming, the Almighty.” 
2:26-27 HCSB
“The one who is victorious and keeps My works to the end: I will give him authority over the nations, and he will shepherd them with an iron scepter, he will shatter them like pottery, just as I have received this from My Father.”
Psalm 22, written in easy picture language

Acts 2; I Cor. 14:21; Isa. 54:1 confirms and reveals the same picture 
NOTE: It is taught as Israel being after the flesh, yet to be restored; but Paul says it is the church of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that flesh Israel is cast out and will not be heir with the Israel of God of the Heavenly Jerusalem. True believers are the church, spiritual Israel, in Christ.
But for now, herein are examples of the natural Israel, not inherited, and the spiritual Israel, remnant, inherited and the natural church, not inherited, and the spiritual church, inherited with the heavenly Jerusalem. 

These are only a few of the examples of the Old Testament church, the root and type of the New Testament church and their “LAST DAYS.”
This is a portion of the Old Testament ACHARITH “last days”

This is a portion of the New Testament ESCHATON “last days”  

This is a brief study in Eschatology
PART THREE: Tribulation of the coming last days
The Scriptures tell us of tribulation increasing the closer we get to the coming of the Lord. He warned His disciples and also the Scriptures continue to remind us that the prophets, apostles, and the Lord Himself warned of the coming days. The Holy Spirit is to guide us into all the truth, teaching us of His coming, as events and times come for the fulfillment of God’s word. 

This portion of our study will make clear tribulation not only was prophesied but is closer and much of it has already begun.

Like a woman having birth pains, the pains to deliver are closer than ever before, and she who is due, will deliver at the appointed time. 
1. Jesus told His disciples about signs indicating that the end of the church age is nearing an end. Mt. 24:15-28 HCSB
2. Jesus mentioned these things to answer them about His return to earth.       Mt. 24:29-31; Rev. 19:11-20:4 HCSB
3. Jesus told of a major sign which is “the abomination of desolation”.               Mt. 24:15; II Thess. 2:3-5; Rev. 13:14-15 HCSB
4. These signs will occur marking the culmination of events in the return of Christ. Mt. 24:21, 29-30; Dan. 9:27; Rev. 19:11-21 HCSB
5. These events, if followed and understood, will indicate the storm has past and Christ will return.                                                                                                         Mt. 24:33; Dan. 9:25-27; Rev. 11:1-2; 12:6; 13:5-7 HCSB
6. The believers must be aware of any Christ announced has come during the tribulation leading to the return of Christ because the events point to His coming and will indicate all other Christs are false.                                              Mt. 24:23-27; 27-30, 33 HCSB
7. False prophets who are minsters of Satan will do great signs and wonders, doing healings, miracles, who appear as true ministers of Christ. They will distort the word of God, reject biblical truths, and embrace false doctrine.    Mt. 24:24; Mt. 7:22; Gal. 1:9 HCSB
8. Believers must test the spirit of all teachers, preachers, and leaders. God often allows false doctrines to test the faithfulness of His people. In the days before the coming of the Lord, religious deceit will be widespread as no other time.  Deut. 13:3; I Jn. 4:1-6; I Tim. 4:16; Jas. 1:21 HCSB
9. Those who do not love the truth will be deceived. They will be lost because the only means to save them is to accept the truth of God’s word and believe. To miss Christ’s coming is the final judgment in the last days.                                                                                     Mt. 24:5, 11; II Thess. 2:10-12; 26-31 HCSB 
10.  The tribulation and events of the last days:

A. It will be worldwide Rev. 3:10 HCSB
B. It will be the worst time of affliction and distress ever to occur in the history of mankind Dan. 12:1; Mt. 24:21 HCSB
C. It will be a terrible time of suffering for the Jews Jer. 30:5-7 HCSB
D. The man of sin will manifest great power and influence                                       II Thess. 2:3; Mt. 24:4; Eph. 5:6; I Tim. 4:1; Rev. 13:11 HCSB
E. The faithful of Christ’s body are promised deliverance and escape from the tribulations of the time Lu. 21:36; I Thess. 5:8-10; Rev. 3:10 HCSB 
F. Both Jews and Gentiles will accept Jesus Christ at this time and be saved in these times of tribulation Deut. 4:30-31; Hos. 5:15;                             Rev. 7:9-17; 14:6-7 HCSB
G. It will be a time of great suffering and dreadful persecution for all who remain faithful to Christ Jesus Rev. 12:17; 13:15 HCSB
H. God’s wrath and judgment will be imposed on the ungodly and unbelievers I Thess. 5:1-11; Rev. 6:16-17 HCSB
I. The days of this time of tribulation and judgment will be shortened    Mt. 24:22 HCSB
J. These events of great distress will end with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as King Rev. 19:7-8, 14 HCSB
K. Jesus will bring deliverance to the faithful believers, and judgment and                   destruction to the wicked                                                                                          Mt. 24:29-31; Lu. 19:11-27; Rev. 19:11-21 HCSB
L. For further study on the end times:                                                                   Revelation chapters 6-18 KJV, NASV, NIV, NKJV, HCSB, others as well.   
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