6-28-20                MORE ABOUT THE LAST DAYS
Matt. 24:4

4. “And Jesus said unto them: ‘Take heed that no one deceive you’.”

Note: Jesus’ warning about being deceived was especially appropriate for the disciples.

The destruction of Jerusalem did not necessarily mean the nearness of the end of the age. 

This principle was a point of confusion for them.                                                        Lu. 19:11-27; Acts 1:6-7 

Mt. 24: 5-6

5. “For many will come in My name, saying, I am the Christ, and will deceive many.
6. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.” 

Evidently the disciples believed that Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem would signal the arrival of the Kingdom of God. The parable Jesus gives was to dispel this misconception. Lu. 19:12-27 
The disciples raise the same question in Acts 1:6 

“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

Note. “must come to pass” – This indicates a divine or logical necessity. Such things will happen because of the people’s sin.

False messiahs had existed before                                                                                  Acts 5:36-38
False preachers were to come in the future                                                                                Acts 20:29; II Cor. 11:13-15
These verses, 4-6 may have been describing the first part of Daniel’s seventy-week period.                                                                                                                           Dan. 9:25-27                                                                                                                            They possibly present an accurate picture of the present age.   
When Jesus came the first time, He faced a religious people who were self-righteous because they erred in practicing what they preached. 
St. Mt. 23:5 
“But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarged the borders of their garments.” 

Note: Phylacteries were small boxes containing specific Scripture passages, in fulfillment of Deut. 6:8.
They were worn on the forehead or arm. In order to be seen as especially righteous, some Pharisees wore conspicuously large phylacteries.  

Jesus said: “Do as they say to do, but do not do as they do.”

Scriptures speak of a “Great falling away”

Mt. 24:10 Apostasy

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.” 

Note: Satan is a subtle adversary 

1. He works as an angel of light through false religious teachers, and many will be misled. II Cor. 11:14-15
2. Apostasy is also the result of persecution. Jesus speaks of temporary faith and says that a “falling away” often occurs when TRIBULATION or PERSECUTION arises because of the Word of God. 
Apostasy: Leaving or standing away from, that which they had believed.
Mt. 13:20-22 Parable of the Sower explained
20. “But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
21. Yet he has no root in himself but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 
22. Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.”
Note: In Chapter 13 are parables of the kingdom of heaven, describing both the results of preaching the gospel, and the spiritual conditions that will prevail on earth within the visible manifestation of the kingdom of heaven (the church) until the end of the age.
1. Christ teaches that there will be good and evil in His visible kingdom throughout the entire age. Among those who profess His name, there will be apostasy and worldliness as well as faithfulness and godliness.                                                  At the end of the age the evil will be destroyed.                                            “Then the righteous will shine forth as the Sun.”  Mt. 13:41, 49
2. Christ reveals in these parables how to overcome the influences and oppositions of Satan and his followers. The only way to do so is through wholehearted devotion to Christ, and a life committed to righteousness. Rev. 2-3
3. Parables are stories from everyday life that relate and illustrate certain spiritual truths. Their uniqueness is found in revealing truth to the spiritual while at the same time concealing it from the unbeliever. Parables may at times demand a decision.
CONCLUSION: At the end of the age there will be a “harvest” of both the wicked and the righteous living upon the earth. 13:30, 40-42
A. The wicked are the first to be gathered and taken out from among the righteous. 13;30, 41, 49   
B. The righteous are gathered next and this gathering will be “out of His kingdom”. 13:30b, 41-43, 49
C. After the harvest and destruction of the wicked, “then the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”
13:43; 25:31-34 also Rev. 20:4  
THE KINGDOM IS TO BE AQUIRED BY GIVING EVERYTHING THAT WOULD PREVENT OUR BEING PART OF IT. “Selling all” means that one transfers his whole heart from other interests to the one SUPREME INTEREST, Christ Jesus. Ro. 12:1 
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