7-5-20                     HEALING WATERS FROM GOD
Text: Introduction: 

Ezekiel 47:1-12 NKJV

When Ezekiel returns to the door of the temple, he sees a river flowing through it, reminiscent of the river in the Garden of Eden, and the New Testament book of Revelation. Gen. 2:10-14; Rev. 22
God Himself is a river of living water, flowing up through His people and satisfying us with His presence.

The river of life is what enables God’s people to grow and bear fruit as we were created to do.

In the middle of the final vision recorded in Ezekiel, God led the prophet to observe a stream of water flowing out of the temple toward the east. 

The stream expanded in size and volume as it traveled eastward, eventually becoming a rushing torrent, and flowing into the region of the Dead Sea.

The waters from the temple “Healed” the Dead Sea, bringing life to an otherwise lifeless environment. 

Ezekiel states, “And it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever the rivers go, will live.”  

The river speaks of life, flowing from the throne of God and gave life and healing to the nations. Rev. 22:1-2
There is some debate as to whether both Ezekiel and Revelation refer to the same river. 

In Ezekiel’s vision, the river flowed from the temple.

In Revelation the river flows from God’s throne.

Regardless, both rivers flow from the presence of God and both rivers deliver life and healing because their source is the Lord!  
The rivers in Ezekiel and Revelation are similar to the river described in the Garden of Eden, which gave life and nourishment to the land of Eden.

Broke into four heads:

1. Pison or “the full flowing,” a broad-bosomed stream. Flows in the land of Havilah where good gold, bdellium, which manna resembled, and was considered a costly gum. And third, onyx, a precious stone.  
2. Gihon or “the bursting” or “to break forth” and “deep flowing.”  

3. Hiddekel (Tigris) or “the darting” from Hebrew meaning, “a sharp and swift arrow,” referring to its rapidity.

4. Euphrates or “the sweet” from the root PARATH, signifying “to be sweet,” referring to “the sweet and pleasant taste of its waters.”  
This river found in Eden became unreachable with the fall of man.                      Gen. 3: 1-24
In the book of Ezekiel, God promised to restore the river of life.

Christ Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to restore the river. 

Gal. 3:13-14; I Pet. 2:24-25
St. John 4:1-15

St. John 7:37-39 FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S RIVER
Jesus Christ took our place, so we could be forgiven of our sins, remove sin’s guilt and our punishment, whereby we justly return to the Father’s river of blessing!  

Note: On the last great day of “The Feast of Tabernacles”, Jesus declared He is the source of living water. 
1. On each day of the feast, the people came with palm branches and marched around the great altar. 
2. A priest took a golden pitcher filled with water from the pool of Silom, carried it to the temple, and poured it on the altar as an offering to God.

3. This dramatic ceremony was a memorial of the water that flowed from the rock when the Israelites traveled through the wilderness.

4. On the last day of the feast, the people marched seven times around the altar in memory of the seven circuits around the walls of Jericho.
CONCLUSION: 

In contrast to the small amount of water poured out each day during the feast, there will be a river of water coming out of those who believe in Christ, the Rock. Not only will they be satisfied, but they will become a river so that others may drink and be satisfied.   
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