8-9-20          MORE PSALMS TO CONFIRM GOD’S CARE 
Looking into God’s word we find the writings of David given to him by the Holy Spirit. These were songs written in conjunction with circumstances and situations where David had to rely on God’s wisdom, knowledge and power to be successful and victorious.

Like David of old, we too must rely on God alone to be guided and brought through the things we are facing as Christians in the world.

Consider these words from Psalms:

FIRST: Psalm 9:1-20
(Prayer and thanksgiving for the Lord’s Righteous Judgment)

This Psalm of David may have originally been part of the next Psalm number ten as a longer unit. The heading indicates it was intended for use with the existing melody. This song also has a poetic structure in Hebrew that uses an acrostic that applies the alphabet sequence for the first letter of each line. The flow of this Psalm involves several audiences.  

The Lord vs. 1-5, 9-10, 13-14, 19-20
The enemy vs. 6-8
The congregation vs. 11-12,15-18
Principle: Each section offers expanded reason for giving God praise. When you decide to praise God continually, you will be drawn into an awareness of His fullness.

SECOND:  Psalm 10:1-10
(A song of Confidence in God’s Triumph over Evil)
Though this Psalm stands alone, it may have formerly been part of Psalm nine. 

The Psalm begins with a cry of dismay over God’s apparent delay in acting. The writer is shocked over the behavior of the wicked person that mocks God’s lack of intervention. 
This causes David to plead, “Arise O Lord” and affirm God as the only one able to bring justice for the humble, the fatherless and the oppressed. 

Principle: Among your responses to bad news and scenes of violence, injustice and godlessness on earth ought to be a humble cry to God to apply His justice.
THIRD: Psalm 11: 1-7 

(Faith in the Lord’s Righteousness)
David wrote this Psalm of pure praise to declare his trust in God. 

1. He highlights his current pressures 

2. Describes the awesome character of God

3. Closes with a declaration of the Lord’s righteousness

David’s love of righteousness and his awareness of those who seek to be upright found in these words. 
Principle: Like David, do not let signs of opposition or imminent doom pull you away from trusting God. 

FOURTH: Psalm 12:1-8

(Man’s Treachery and God’s Constancy)
David produced this Psalm out of the contrast between the words of the wicked and the words of the Lord. He noted that a clear evidence of a dwindling number of godly people in a society can be heard in the content of conversations. 

Principle: Whatever the setting, God’s word can be trusted as true and absolutely pure.  
FIFTH: Psalm 13:1-6 

(Trust in the salvation of the Lord) 

The repeated phrase “how long” sets the tone for this lament from David. After presenting his agonizing questions, the king describes his current condition of desperation before breaking out in confident praise anticipating that God will save him and deal bountifully with him.

Principle:  When you express your impatience or anxiety before God, make sure you also include an expression of your persistent trust in Him.
SIXTH: Psalm 14:1-7 

(Folly of the Godless, and God’s Final Triumph)

This Psalm of David fits into the wisdom Psalms, offering reflections on the state of humility contrasted with God’s faithful work on behalf of those who belong to Him. Those who deny or resist God reveal a foolishness that goes to their core. 
Principle: The denial of God is inherent foolishness. 

CONCLUSION: 

Hebrew 11:6

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 
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