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         THAT I MIGHT KNOW HIM
The Word of God is to be alive and known by the child of God. The Scriptures bring the knowledge of Him to us and the Holy Spirit brings us into a living relationship. The Word of God is alive and desires to be alive in each disciple!                                   Things Paul desired after being converted and “Born Again.”

TEXT: Phil. 3:1-21(8-11)
“I have counted loss for Christ”                                                                                                 “I may gain Christ”                                                                                                                  “I may know Him”                                                                                                                ‘‘I press forward’’                                                                                                                                      

Beware of those who insist on marrying the law to grace! Vs. 1-7                   
Ro. 7:1-6                                                                                                                                 “For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” 
   A. Worshipping God in the Spirit

   B. Rejoicing in Christ Jesus

   C. Placing no confidence in any human effort to reach God

FIRST: There must be the cutting away of the flesh to know the Lord.                                              Circumcision is of the heart when sin is cut away! Col.2:11
SECOND: There must be a desire and pursuit for intimacy Vs. 8-11
Personal fellowship and nearness: 

A. To know Him!

B. To walk in His righteousness 

C. To hear Him through His word

D. To be led by the Holy Spirit

E. Live a life of truth and faith

F. Walk in obedience as His child 

“For he hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” II Cor. 5:21
As we live for Christ, we experience being made righteous.                                           Those who practice righteousness are righteous. 

We walk in His righteousness as we walk in relationship with Him! 

THIRD: There must be an exerting of strength to press on and finish the race.  Vs. 12-16 (II Tim. 4:8 knowing what awaits you) 
“Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also, I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” (KJV)

Believer’s confession:
A. I follow after, pursue, for which I have been apprehended

B. I follow after, pursue, fulfillment of oneness with Christ 

C. I follow after, pursue, the goal, for what is laid up in store

D. I follow after, pursue, final salvation, forgetting the past 
E. I follow after, pursue, press toward the mark for the prize 

FOURTH: There must be a confidence in God’s Word that gives insight and examples to follow after.  Vs. 17-21
Paul states: “You have us as an example.”

CONCLUSION:

Isaiah 40: 25-31(28-31)
A. Strength of God in their lives to revive
B. Strength to rise above the storms of life

C. Strength to assure us of finishing the race

D. All things needed to finish are provided

“WAIT” for the Lord entails confident expectation and active hope, never passive resignation! 
Exodus 3:7-8 Egypt in Scripture is a type of sin
7. “And the LORD said: I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;                                                                                                                                 8. And I am come down to deliver them out of the land of Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.”
A. I will bring them out (The Lord brought us out of sin) 
B.  I will bring them up (The Lord brought us up into heavenly places)
C.  I will bring them in (The Lord brought us into relationship) 

Israelites had to follow after, pursue, and by faith, obey His word, in order to have the things for which God apprehended them.                                                                                                                 In obeying and following Him, we believers enter the place to know Him!

THAT I MIGHT KNOW HIM! 

1. Word is Information 

2. Word is Inspiration

3. Word is Illumination

4. Word is Impartation

5. Word is Revelation

6. Word is Manifestation

7. Word is Realization 
GOD SAID IT!                                                                                                                  THAT SETTLES IT!                                                                                                                    I BELIEVE IT!                    
To know Him is to have more wisdom, revelation, knowledge of His purposes, power and might in the inner man, and strength of the Holy Spirit to advance in grace to have victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil.   
TO KNOW THE WORD IS TO KNOW HIM!                                                                                                                                St. Jn. 3:12-21(16); I Cor. 15:1-11(10); Phil. 2:12-18 (13); I Tim. 1:12-20 (15-16)                                                                                                                                  
The believer needs God’s grace throughout their entire journey here to glory.  Amen and praise the Lord!   
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