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PERSONAL APOSTASY
Hebrews 3:12

“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.”

Let us begin by defining what apostasy is from the Greek words used. 
Apostasy (Greek apostasia) appears twice in the New Testament as a noun,      Acts 21:21; II Thess. 2:3, and here in Hebrews 3:12.                                                              As a verb (Greek aphistemi, translated “depart”). The Greek term is defined as a falling away, defection, withdrawal, or turning from what one has formerly turned to. 

1. To apostatize means to sever one’s saving relationship with Christ or to withdraw from vital union with, and true faith in Him. Therefore, individual apostasy is possible only for those who have first experienced salvation, regeneration, and renewing by the Holy Spirit. Luke 8:13; Heb. 6:4-6                                                                                           It is not a mere denial of New Testament doctrine by the unsaved within a visible church. Apostasy may involve two deferent, though related, aspects: 
A. Theological apostasy, a rejection of all or some of the original teachings of Christ and the apostles. I Tim. 4:1; II Tim. 4:3                                               B. Moral apostasy, the former believer ceases to abide in Christ and instead becomes enslaved again to sin and immorality.                               Isa. 29:13; Mat. 23:25-28; Rom. 6:15-23; 8:6-13

2. The Bible issues urgent warnings concerning the possibility of apostasy, designed both to alert us to the deadly peril of abandoning our union with Christ and to motivate us to persevere in faith and obedience.  The divine purpose of these warning passages must not be weakened by the view that states, “the warnings are real, but the possibility of actual apostasy is not.” Rather, we must see these warnings as speaking to the reality of our probationary period, and we should regard them with sincere alarm if we want final salvation. A few of the many New Testament warning passages are:       
Mat. 24:4-5, 11-13; St. John 15: 1-6; Acts 11:21-23; 14:21-22;                                  I Cor. 15:1-2; Col. 1:21-23; I Tim. 4:1, 16; 6:10-12; II Tim. 4:2-5;                              Heb. 2:1-3; 3:6-8,12-14; 6:4-6; Jas. 5:19-20; II Pet.1:8-11; I John 2:23-25
3. Examples of actual apostasy: Ex. 32; II Ki. 17:7-23; Ps. 106;                                Isa. 1:2-4; Jer. 2:1-9; Acts 1:25; Gal. 5:4; I Tim. 1:18-20;                                     II Pet. 2:1, 15, 20-22; Jude 4, 11,13
4. The steps that lead to apostasy are as follows:                                                  A. The believer, through unbelief, fails to take the truths, exhortations, warnings, promises, and teachings of God’s Word with utmost seriousness. Mk. 1:15; Lu. 8:13; Jn. 5:44, 47; 8:46                                                                  B. As the realities of the world become greater than the realities of God’s heavenly kingdom, the believer gradually ceases to draw near to God through Christ. Heb. 4:16; 7:19, 25; 11:6                                                            C. Through the deceitfulness of sin, the believer becomes increasingly tolerant of sin in his own life. I Cor. 6:9-10; Eph. 5:5; Heb. 3:13                                                                                                                  No longer loves righteousness and hates iniquity. Heb. 1:9                                         D. Through hardness of heart and rejecting God’s way, the believer ignores the repeated voice and rebuke of the Holy Spirit. Heb. 3:10; Eph. 4:30;        I Thess. 5:19-22; Heb. 3:7-11                                                                             The Holy Spirit is grieved, and quenched, and His temple violated.           Eph. 4:30; Heb. 3:7-8; I Thess. 5:19; I Cor. 3:16.                                                    
      He eventually departs from the former believer. Judg. 16:20; Ps. 51:11;  
   
  Rom. 8:13; I Cor. 3:16-17; Heb. 3:14  
5.  If apostasy continues on its course unchecked, an individual may eventually reach the point when no second beginning is possible. 
A. A person who once had a saving experience with Christ but deliberately and continually hardens his heart to the Holy Spirit’s voice, continues to sin willingly and refuses to repent and return to God, may reach a point of no return where repentance and salvation is no longer possible. 
Heb. 3:7-19; 10:26; Heb. 6:4-6; Deut. 29:18-21; I Sam. 2:25; Prov. 29:1                                                                                There is a limit to the patience of God. I Sam. 3:11-14; Mat. 12:31-32;        II Thess. 2:9-11; Heb. 10:26-29, 31; I Jn. 5:16   
 B. This point of no return cannot be defined in advance. Therefore, the only safeguard against the peril of ultimate apostasy is found in the admonition, “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” Heb. 3:7-8, 15; 4:7  

C.  It must be emphasized that while apostasy is a danger for all who drift from the faith and fall away from God, it is not made complete without constant and willful sinning against the voice of the Holy Spirit.             Heb. 2:1-2; 6:6; Mt. 12:31
D. Those who by an unbelieving heart depart from God may yet think they are Christians, but their indifference to the demands of Christ and the Holy Spirit, and to the warnings of Scripture point otherwise. Heb. 3:12                                                                                                             Paul exhorts believers to examine themselves to see if they are in the faith; prove your own selves. II Cor. 13:5
E. Persons who become sincerely concerned about their spiritual condition and find in their hearts the desire to return to God in repentance, have sure evidence they have not committed the unpardonable apostasy. The Scriptures clearly affirm that God is “not willing that any should perish.” II Pet. 3:9 with Isa. 1:18-19; 55:6-7 
God has declared He will receive all who were once under God’s saving grace, if they repent and return to Him. Gal. 5:4; with 4:19; I Cor. 5:1-5; with II Cor.2:5-11 with Lu. 15:11-24; 26:74-75; St. Jn. 21:15-22  
Stay in God’s Word and obey Him and you will not fall subject to the world, the flesh, or the devil.
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