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     HOW TO GET THE ARK OF GOD BACK!
The Ark was given to Moses Exodus 25:10-22 

A. Made of shittim wood

B. Overlaid with gold within and without

C. Crown of gold around it
D. Four rings of gold

E. Staves made of shittim wood

F. Staves overlaid with gold

G. Mercy seat of gold

H. Two Cherubim of gold

Ex. 25:22

“There I will meet with you, and I will commune with you from above the mercy seat, from between the two Cherubim which are upon the Ark of the testimony, of all things I give you in commandment unto the children of Israel.”   

PURPOSE: 
Ark was a chest which contained:
1. The ten commandments

2. Aaron’s rod 

3. Pot of manna

It had a lid called the Mercy Seat, at which the ends were carved winged cherubim.

The Ark was to be placed in the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle, which represented the throne of God.

The High Priest would go in once a year and sprinkle blood seven times eastward on the mercy seat to atone for the unintended sins of people the previous year.

Therefore, the people would be cleansed from their sins of the past year, avert God’s wrath toward them, and maintain God’s fellowship with them.
This act was a picture of God’s forgiving mercy to mankind.          
Ro. 3:24-25
The two Cherubim carved in the Mercy seat were symbolizing God’s presence and kingship among His people on earth.

These angelic would be a testimony of God’s presence remaining with His people as long as the sacrifice was offered and the people chose to keep God’s commandments.  

BACKGROUND: 

FIRST: Israel defeated by Philistines I Sam. 4:1-11 (11)
“The Ark of God was taken.”

A. Israel experienced defeat because the priesthood became corrupt.
B. The people were living corrupt.
C. They misused the Ark thinking it would bring victory without repentance.
D. Not symbols but the real article brings the victory.
E. They thought by bringing the Ark into the battle it also guaranteed them victory.
F. The glory of God has departed from Israel.                                                       (Ichabod) I Sam. 4:21-22
The Ark of God was in the hands of the Philistines.
A. They moved it from city to city and experienced God’s mighty hand upon them with sores and death. I Sam.5: 1-12 
B. They decided to send the Ark back to Israel. I Sam. 6:7-9
C. The Philistines had the Ark for seven months. I Sam. 6:1
SECOND: The Philistines offer sacrifice unto God and plan a means to return it to its rightful place. I Sam. 6:7-9 

A. The Philistines sent it to Beth-shemesh. I Sam. 6:10-18
B. The men of Beth-shemesh were reaping their harvest when the Ark arrived.       I Sam. 6:13-18
C. The Lord smote 50 thousand, threescore and ten men (50,000 and 70) of  Beth-shemesh because they looked into the Ark.  I Sam. 6:19-20
D. The men of Beth-shemesh said, who is able to stand before this holy Lord God?
E. Send to Kirjath-jearim, come you down and get the Ark.   I Sam. 6:21-7:1
THIRD: “And it came to pass, while the Ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.” I Sam. 7:2
Samuel told them if they turn from their ways God would forgive and deliver them. I Sam. 7: 3-8 
Philistines defeated at Mizpah I Sam. 7:9-12
FOURTH: Israel demands a king
Israel is warned of the character of a king I Sam. 8:10-18
Saul anointed King I Sam. 9:1-10:1-16
The Lord rejected for an earthly king I Sam. 10:17-24
FIFTH: Samuel addresses the people of Israel I Sam. 12:6-15
Obey the Lord, Keep His commandments, Fear the Lord your God

Warning to the people of Israel I Sam. 12:21-25
Warning to Saul the 1st King of Israel I Sam. 12:12-14 

Samuel rebukes Saul and delivers God’s word to him I Sam. 13:13-14  

Saul rules for 40 years and dies and the Ark is not seen I Chr. 10:8-14
SIXTH: David now king desires to bring the Ark home to its resting place.
A. David anointed king II Sam. 5:1-5; I Chr. 11:1-9
B. David captures Jerusalem, the home of the Ark II Sam. 5:6-10

C. David defeats the Philistines II Sam. 5:17-25
SEVEN: Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem 

A. Gathered the people and went to get the Ark II Sam. 6:1-5
B. The Ark is left because of the failure of the man, Uzzah                                               II Sam. 6:1-5 

C. The anger of the Lord was kindled II Sam. 6:7
D. David is displeased and angry II Sam. 6: 8   

E. David was afraid II Sam. 6: 9
F. David would not move the Ark II Sam. 6: 10 

G. David placed the Ark in the house of Obed-edom II Sam. 6:11                                                                                                                                                        
EIGHT:  How to get the Ark home to Jerusalem properly?    
 David follows God’s pattern to get the Ark home to Jerusalem                                   I Chr. 15:1-15; 15:25-16:3
David set the pattern according to God’s word

David followed the pattern with great detail I Chr. 15:3-24
David and the people rejoiced as they followed God’s pattern  I Chr. 15:2
David danced before the Lord as they followed God’s pattern  II Sam. 6:14 
David blessed the people as they followed God’s pattern  I Chr. 16:6  
NINE: Obed-edom was blessed as we are to be blessed!
1. Housed the Ark to hide it
2. Reverenced the Ark to receive it 
3. Brought blessing to him

4. Brought blessing to his family

5. Brought blessing to everything he had 
Obed-edom was a Levite
Obed-edom was a bodyguard of David 

Obed-edom hid the Ark for three months

Obed-edom was part of those who moved the Ark to Jerusalem

Oded-edom was part of the singers and musicians, and a porter

Obed-edom was there to minister at the tabernacle of the Ark
Obed-edom was a gatekeeper of the Tabernacle, who marched before the Ark during its removal to Jerusalem                                                                                 Obed-edom was of the second degree who did regular duty at the tent erected for the Ark    
Scripture Refs. I Chr. 15:17-18; I Chr. 16:4-5; I Chr. 16:37-39
The Ark was a type of God’s presence:

A. Mercy seat where God expressed His lovingkindness and forgiveness. 

B.  Cherubim represented heavenly activity

C. The Ark represented God’s manifested Glory                                                                       Ex. 25:10-22; Nu. 10:33-36 
QUESTIONS:                                                                                                                

Do we have the Ark in the house of God?

The Ark typifies God’s presence! 

Like David, do we follow the pattern set forth to bring God’s presence into our midst? 
THE PATTERN:

The Ark was separated from all other parts of the tabernacle and temple.      (Most Holy Place)  

The pattern is to KEEP God’s holiness separate from everything else. 
II Cor. 6:14-7:1 GWT                                                                                          
TEN: God’s word is its own commentary!
14. “Stop forming inappropriate relationships with unbelievers. Can right and wrong be partners? Can light have anything in common with darkness? 

15. Can Christ agree with the devil? Can a believer share life with an unbeliever?
16. Can God’s temple contain false gods? Clearly, we are the temple of the living God. As God said, ‘I will live and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my people.’
17. The Lord says, ‘Get away from unbelievers. Separate yourselves from them. Have nothing to do with anything unclean. Then I will welcome you.’
18. The Lord Almighty says, ‘I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters.'
7:1 Since we have these promises, dear friends, we need to cleanse ourselves from everything that contaminates body, and spirit and live a holy life in the fear of God.”
ELEVEN: Live as God’s chosen people  

I Pet. 2:1-12 
1. “So, get rid of every kind of evil, every kind of deception, hypocrisy, jealousy, and every kind of slander.

2. Desire God’s pure word as newborn babies desire milk. Then you will grow in your salvation.

3. Certainly you have tasted that the Lord is good!  

4. You are coming to Christ, the living stone who was rejected by humans but was chosen as precious by God.
5. You come to him as living stones, a spiritual house that is being built into a holy priesthood. So, offer spiritual sacrifices that God accepts through Jesus Christ.
6. That is why Scripture says,

‘I am laying a chosen and precious cornerstone in Zion, and the person who believes in Him will never be ashamed.’
7. This honor belongs to those who believe. But to those who do not believe:

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,

8. a stone that people trip over, a large rock that people find offensive.’ The people tripped over the word because they refused to believe it. Therefore, this is how they ended up.

9. However, you are chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, people who belong to God. You were chosen to tell about the excellent qualities of God, who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

10 . Once you were not God’s people, but now you are. Once you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown mercy.

11 . Dear friends, since you are foreigners and temporary residents in the world, I am encouraging you to keep away from the desires of your corrupt nature. These desires constantly attack you.
12 . Live decent lives among unbelievers. Then, although they ridicule you as if you were doing wrong while they are watching you do good things, they will praise God on the day He comes to help you.”
SOME OF THE CHARACTERS:
Moses:  drawn forth
Baale: possessor, controller 
David: beloved

Uzzah:  strength
Ahio: fraternal or his brother  

Nachon: stroke 
Obed-edom: servant of edom/ laborer of the earth  

Kirjath-jearim: city of forests
Abinadab: father of source of liberality, tribe of Judah 
Eleazar: God is helper

Michal: who is like God
AMEN AND PRAISE THE LORD FOR THE MEANS TO GET THE ARK INTO THE TABERNACLE! 
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