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THE STORY OF JOB’S TRIAL
The story of Job is most important to all believers in Jesus Christ. The principles taught are timeless. God reveals two major principles for us to know and to understand how they affect our trust and faith in God and His word.

The two principles are:

A. God is sovereign

B. God keeps His word

BACKGROUND: 

A. Job is considered by some to be the oldest book of the Bible

B. Job is about a real person
C. Job lived about the same time as Abraham (2000 B.C.)
D. Job was one of the wealthy people of that time
E. Job served as priest of his family

QUESTION ASKED: 

“If God is just and loving, why does He permit an innocent man like Job who apparently has done nothing deserving to suffer so intensely?” 

BEFORE THE ANSWER:

Job chapter one and two:
Job 1:1 KJV

“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and the man was perfect and upright, and one who feared God, and eschewed evil.”
Job 1:1 GWT

“A man named Job lived in Uz. He was a man of integrity: He was decent, he feared God, and he stayed away from evil.” 
Job was a man who offered sacrifice for his family in the event they had cursed God in their hearts. Job 1:4-5
Job acted as priest before God. Job 1:5 

Job believed in walking upright before God. Job 1:1
SATAN CHALLENGES GOD:

Job 1:6-12; 2:1-10
JOB’S TRIAL: Job is saddened by the loss of his property and livestock. But he is devastated at the death of his children.
He shaves off all his hair in grief and rips his clothes to tatters.                                                       But he does not blame God for this misfortune.

“I came into this world with nothing, and I will leave this world with nothing. God gave it, and God takes it away, praise be to God.” 

JOB’S SECOND TRIAL: Satan is given permission by the LORD to attack Job’s heath, but he is righteous, so cannot kill him.

Satan immediately returns to earth and strikes Job with terrible open sores from head to toe. He curses Job with insomnia and when Job does sleep, Satan terrifies Job with nightmares. Job cannot keep his food down and loses so much weight, he can hardly move.
Still Job does not complain, but his wife…                                                                       ”Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die.”
Job replies, “We cannot accept the good things from God without also accepting the bad.”  
JOB’S THIRD TRIAL: When Job’s friends hear about his troubles, they come to sit with him in the garbage dump at the edge of the city. Job’s sores had affected his body to the point they hardly recognize him.  Job 2:11-13
For seven days no one speaks. They just sit together with their friend. Finally, after a week, Job breaks out with a cry of grief.  Job 3:1-26 (3) GWT
“Scratch out the day I was born, and the night that said, a boy has been conceived.”

The reason Job makes this statement is because his greatest grief, he believes God may have left him.  

Job’s evaluation: 

“For the thing I greatly feared has come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.” Job 3:25

Job thinks God has forsaken him and he has no idea why!

All Job wanted in life was the presence and favor of God!

But Job still prayed and worshipped God, desiring mercy and relief from his grief. Job 6:8-9 

With this on his mind he is going to hear out his three friends:
Eliphaz: From everything I have seen, God does not punish the innocent people. Therefore, you must have done something wrong.
Bildad: It sounds like you are blaming God for being unfair. If your children are killed it is because they deserve it. Take the time and confess your sins.
Zophar: You do not know anything about God! You stubbornly insist that you have done no wrong. The best you can do is apologize to God for your sins.
Job responds to the accusations of his friends without the knowledge of God’s purpose in permitting Satan to test Job’s integrity and faithfulness to God.

God appears and questions Job:  Job 38
Job, “You think you know so much”!                                                                                1. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?                                    2. Have you ever commanded the morning to come?                                                  3. Do you show the sun where to rise?                                                                            4. Can you untie the ropes that holds the stars together?                                                            5. Can you rule over the magnificent creatures I have created?”
God’s sovereignty:  
I am in charge of the universe, 

I am in charge of everything that exists
God keeps His word:

 You cannot know the greater good I desire for you, your place is simply to trust  in Me!
 Job falls to his knees! “I know you can do anything”!
 Job has been talking about things he does not know or understand!
CONCLUSION:
A thoroughly chastened and humbled Job answered God with an acknowledgment that he had over-reached and had spoken out of turn in his grief.

His grief over his awareness of God’s greatness, was greater than the grief over his losses. 

God received Job’s repentance and then turned to his three friends, accusing them of falsehood in representing Him.

Job forgave his friends and was restored to a greater place than he had been before.

BLESSING: 
Job’s story demonstrates in a painstaking way that after all is said and done in your life, God will get the last word and His will for you will be done! 
After this, God heals Job, gives Job double of what he had in the beginning.  
God calls Job His servant.   Job 42:8
2

