PRAYER

Text: Luke 18:1-8

1. Without a prayer life faith cannot be truly exercised, irrespective to how much it is claimed – 

v1
2. Don’t lose heart, keep praying – v1
3. God hears the cry of repeated prayer
4. God may delay for a purpose, but will answer
5. Compared to the world, God will answer speedily
The purpose for prayer is to communicate with God!

He is God 

He is Lord

He is in control

He is sovereign
He is our Father

PRAYER PRINCIPLES:

Sermon on the mount – Matthew 6:9-13

“Our Father in heaven”

When you pray – Matthew 6:5-8

Spirit of God helps you pray – Romans 8:26-27

Unforgiveness hinders our prayers – Matthew 6:14-15

Secret to answered prayer – Matthew 7:7-11

ASK – Gr. Aiteo, to ask, to beg, to crave, to desire, and to require or demand
The idea here is to demand something that is due one because of family and redemptive rights.

ASK is used five times in these verses – Matthew 7:7-11

It is God’s will for us to ASK to receive what we need.

Psalm 23:1, 34:9-10, 84:11; Mark 11:24; St. John 15:7,16

SEEK – seeking is a matter of the heart

Deuteronomy 4:29; II Chronicles 7:14; Proverbs 8:17; Luke 15:8; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 11:6; James. 1:5-8; I Peter 3:11

KNOCK – being persistent in faith and believing God’s Word
Luke 11:5-9

ASK – implies want

SEEK – implies lost

KNOCK – implies need

One must ask with confidence (faith in God’s Word)

One must ask in humility (Total dependency on God and not self)

ASK with confidence and humility

SEEK with care and application

KNOCK with earnestness and perseverance

James 1:5-8

SIMPLIFY PRAYER:

ASK in faith

SEEK diligently

KNOCK with importunity

REASONS FOR UNANSWERED PRAYER:

A. Unbelief – Matthew 17:17-21; James 1:5-8; Hebrews 11:5

B. Wrong teaching – Romans 10:17

Custom of old:

Luke 11:5-8

The door is never opened until the knocking is first questioned.

ASK receives

SEEKS finds

KNOCKS opened

Revelation 3:20  

Through prayer:

We knock and He opens to us.

He knocks and we open to Him.

PRAYER IS THE KEY TO HEAVEN BUT FAITH UNLOCKS THE DOOR

Effective prayer life in God’s Kingdom is based on three principles:
1. Yielding to His will through SURRENDER

2. Walking in OBEDIENCE to His will

3. FAITH in what God has said

PROVIDES:

Victory over the world, the flesh and the devil

Provision to accomplish His will

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS!

REALMS  OF PRAYER: James 5
“Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray.” – Personal prayer – v13

“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and the prayer of faith shall save the sick.” – prayer of faith – vs14-15

“Confess  your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.” – corporate prayer – v16

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” – effectual prayer – v16

“Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not.” – earnest prayer – v17

“And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain.” – travailing prayer – v18

GOD may require us to be persistent in accomplishing His will, but He assures us if we keep our faith in Him, He will answer and provide according to His will and purposes! (Luke 18:1)

