WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PEOPLE AND ANIMALS?
God created every living creature on the earth; but He made man in His own image, with a spirit and body.

“…God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”

Genesis 1:27

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”

Genesis 2:7

There are two extremes. One idea is thinking animals and people are basically the same; that man is merely an animal whose whole existence is in this physical life. This idea is called “secular humanism”. The other extreme believes that every creature has an eternal soul; that ultimately the animals are merely recycled people, waiting to go around again in a hopefully higher form. That is called “reincarnation”.
Those who rebel against a God who will hold them accountable for their deeds and actions promote this doctrine of evolution. This doctrine is the basis for humanistic religions. These people do not believe man was created. They believe man gradually evolved from one lower form to a higher form of life. Therefore, to these people, man was not created a “little lower than the angels”. They believe man did make himself “higher than the monkeys.”

They point out the similarities between species, especially those between apes and humans, to prove that we are “cousins” from the same family tree. But the similarities between species do not prove that we have the same ancestors. They merely indicate we have the same designer. We know the true designer is God.

Since no species in history has ever evolved into another, and since there are no missing links between any species which have ever been conclusive, the evolutionists decided that everything happened over millions and millions of years. Since none of them were around then, they feel safe. Who could dispute them?

But we do have an account from the One who was there. God tells us in His Word that He created the earth and the universe. He formed the first man out of the clay in one day. He breathed life into him and he became a living soul. God also gave man dominion over the birds and fowl of the air, the fish, the plants, and the animals. Man is not violating a cow’s civil rights by eating it. It is still wrong for man to abuse and cruelly treat animals, because cruelty is not godly. However, it is not murder to kill a deer for food or to step on a cricket.
The people of India are bound by the Hindu religion; they believe that animals have souls. So the rats and cows eat in style, while the poor people starve to death. On the other hand, the humanists believe that neither humans nor animals have souls. They think that when a person dies, he simply dies like an animal. They believe when you die that is the end. 
This deception keeps him from preparing for eternity. Man is lost without the truth. In Luke 16:22-31, Jesus spoke of a rich man who died. His spirit went to hell, where he suffered torment. It was too late. He was not born again before his death, so he had no hope for eternity. Why would someone take such a chance of losing their soul on a theory? The best historical record we have at our disposal is the Bible which is God’s Word about man’s beginning and his end. Jesus said, “See that no man deceive you.”  

