3-16-16                              FAITH SEEN AT WORK
This is an addition to the notes prepared for James 2: 14-26. A Biblical example of what James is speaking about in these verses. Remember James is somewhat a commentary of Jesus’ “sermon on the mount.” Jesus taught principles to live in God’s kingdom and James follows likewise. Church history reveals faith and works complement one another.    

The book of James tells us, “faith without works is dead.”

The Scriptures reveal people who had faith and applied their faith to “good works.” 

 Acts 9:36-44 NKJV

Note: Dorcas (Greek) meaning, “the female of a roebuck”, a “gazelle”, “an emblem of beauty”.

Dorcas is the first Greek name of a woman in the New testament. 
Dorcas is the equivalent of (Hebrew) Tabitha 
BACKGROUND:

The Scriptures are silent concerning the parentage of Dorcas. She is from the sea port town of Joppa.

Dorcas became known in Joppa for her “acts of charity” and is the namesake for a charitable group named the Dorcas Society.

Dorcas was a woman of compassion and care, who with her needle, embroidered her name into the beneficence of the known world.
Dorcas must have been a woman of means to serve the community as she did.

Phillip the evangelist established a church in Joppa where Dorcas lived and worked.

1. Dorcas was a Christian and possible came to know Christ in this church.

2. Behind her sewing of garments was a saved soul. 

3. Giving of alms and the making of garments in themselves gain no merit with God who, first of all, claims our hearts before our talents.
Example:    
It was only after Mary Magdalene was recovered from her stained past, that Christ accepted her desire to minister to His wants.

St. Luke the writer of the book of Acts:

When Luke says that Dorcas was “full of good works” he is referring to her inward graces, full here prompting the outward deeds. 

James 1:26-27 tells us first the inward grace and then the outward works.

“If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.

Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”
Dorcas was an expression of God’s saving grace and her manifold works flowed from a heart grateful to God for His saving grace.

Dorcas the name given her, “the gazelle” is distinguished for its slender and beautiful form, graceful movements and its soft but brilliant eyes; it is frequently introduced by the Hebrews and other Oriental nations as an image of female loveliness, and the name was often employed as a proper name, in the case of females.

Dorcas certainly lived a lovely life, life of beauty, and had eyes reflecting the compassion of the Master whom she faithfully served.

All she helped saw her in the beauty of Jesus.

As a disciple of Jesus Christ she came to see that “faith without works is dead.”     

She also knew that “works without faith” gained no merit with God, and so the hands that dispensed alms and made garments were inwardly inspired by Christ Jesus Himself whose hands were nailed to a tree.

EXAMPLES: Studying the female character of the Scriptures it is interesting to discover how several of them are conspicuous for one grace or work of mercy, or for another.

Rizpah meaning “a hot or baking stone” II Sam. 3:7; 21: 8-14 we remember because of her loving care of the dead.

The widow of Zarephath (I Kings 17:9) for giving bread to the hungry.

Anna meaning “favor or grace” (Luke 2:36-38) the prophetess for her fasting and prayers day and night.

Martha (Luke 10:38-41) As a Chaldee or Syriac word, is the feminine of moro or more, meaning “lord” or “master” we find this in the form maran in the well-known phrase Maran-atha, “the Lord cometh”, was known for the queen of gracious hospitality. 

Mary (Luke 7: 36-50) meaning “bitterness”, (from bitterness to saint) known for her box of fragrant oil.

Joanna (Luke 8:1-3, 23:55) meaning “Jehovah has showed favor”or “the Lord is grace” or “the Lord give graciously”, known for her ministering unto Jesus.

Note: A few other Bible characters have inspired profitable institutions for the welfare of human society.

Mary Magdalene, home for wayward and lost girls.

Lazarus, whose name has been given to hospitals caring for the sick and poor.

Dorcas, source and inspiration of “Dorcas Societies” all over the world.

CONCLUSION: 

Dorcas was mourned and missed:

She died in the midst of her works of charity.

She was cared for by those who knew and loved her.

Dorcas died in the midst of a useful life.

But God!

Dorcas was raised from the dead.

The resurrection of Dorcas had three effects on the church and community.

First: The miracle comforted the mourners for she had returned to her life of “good works” and “almsgiving” and “deeds”.
Second: The resurrection convinced all of the truth of the Christian faith attested as it was by miraculous power.

Third: Peter stayed at Simon the tanners house for some time after the miracle and ministered to the church. 

Simon was a tanner of skins to make leather, and as Dorcas this was to the glory of God.

Dorcus to bear in mind, she was unconscious of the work she was doing and of its far-reaching consequences.

Dorcas did not aspire to be a leader, but was content to stay in her own house and try to do all she could in all the ways she could.

In spite of herself she became a greater leader in all the known world through others who emulated her “works of faith.” Amen.
PRAYER:     

