4 6 2016             BOOK OF JAMES            Sub: Chapter 5
James hits right to the heart of the matter. If you are looking to grow in Christ, the book of James is a must. James the half-brother of Jesus Christ took the sermon on the mount to heart and used many of the principles to help the Christian community under persecution and pressure, to know and understand how to deal with the issues it was or would face. 

FIRST: To the rich (James 5:1-6)

Note: The world conditions today are one of the signs of the Lord’s coming. A large percentage of the world’s wealth is in the hands of a few people who have gotten wealth dishonestly. Much of the world’s wealth have been obtained by some who have defrauded the poor.

The cries of the poor have been heard by our Lord. 

The Lord exhorts them to be PATIENT (James. 5:7-8)
The Lord is coming!

 Judgment is at hand, illustrated by the husband patiently waiting for the harvest. (Ps. 126:6; Gal. 6:3, 9)
In Palestine early rain fell at sowing time about November or December; the latter rain about March or April. The early rain started the crop and the latter rain matured it.

Establish your heart in this great truth of the coming of the Lord.
Do Not grumble AGAINST ONE ANOTHER (James. 5:9-11)

 The judge is at the door. If one grumbles against his brother he will be condemned for it.
 The prophets are cited as an example of suffering affliction patiently (Mt. 5:10; 7:1; 24:33)

Job is also mentioned as an example of one who suffering patiently.

DO NOT SWEAR AN OATH (James 5:12)

“Let our yes be yes and our no be no”, so that we do not fall into condemnation.

SECOND: The sick receive instruction (James 5:13-15)
A. The SUFFERING (having trouble) should pray

B. The CHEARFUL (happy) should sing songs

C. The SICK (physical or other) should call for the elders of the church to pray. The elders represent the body of believers. Elders are those who are experienced in the Word of God.

D. Work of an elder

1. Anoint with oil (symbolizing the Holy Spirit)

2. Pray, the prayer of faith for the sick

E. Trespasses or faults are to be confessed. This implies that there may be a connection between the sin and the sickness.                (Isa. 33:25; Mat. 9:2-4; John 5:14)

F. Trespasses or faults and sin are not the same word, but relates to one another. (Mt. 5:23-24; Lu. 17:4)

THIRD: An illustration of effective prayer (James 5:16-20)

1. The man of God, “like passion as we are”, or “of like frailty as we”.

2. God’s man, “a partaker of grace”

3. Tried man, “as seen in his experience”
4. Righteous man, “standing before God.”
5. His prayer was fervent, energized, Spirit inspired, God given. It was filled with power from heaven.

6. His answer to prayer, “avails much” is the phrase that describes the results of the effectual prayer. This kind of prayer has far reaching results (prayer had God’s approval and effective). 

Elijah’s prayer touched the universe, heaven, and earth. It will heal the sick, convert sinners, bring rain, and shut the heavens. 

CONCLUSION: Faith that works and good works
1. When your life is full of difficulties and persecutions, be happy (James 1:2)

A reward awaits you (Mt. 5:10-12)

2. You are to be perfect, strong in character, full and complete (James 1:4; Mt. 5:48)

3. Ask God and He will answer                                                           (James 1:5; 5:15; Mt. 7:7-12)

4. Those who are humble, who do not amount to much by the world’s standards, should be very glad.                                      (James 1:9; Mt. 5:3)

5. Watch out for your anger…..it can be dangerous                      (James 1:20;    Mt. 5:22)

6. Be merciful to others, as God is merciful to you.                       (James 2:13;  Mt. 5:7; 6:14) 
7. Your faith must prove itself by helping others.                          (James 2:14-16; Matt. 7:21-23)

8. Happy are those who strive for peace; peacemakers plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of goodness.                                             (James. 3:17, 18; Mt. 5:9)

9. You cannot serve God and money, pleasures, or evil. Friendship with evil makes you an enemy of God.                                                                (James 4:4; Mt. 6:24)

10 . When we humble ourselves and realize our need for God, he will come to us and encourage us.                                                              (James 4:10; Mt. 5:3, 4)

11 . Do not criticize or speak evil of others; it works against God’s plan to love one another.                                                                (James 4:11; Mt. 7:1, 2)

12 . Treasures on earth will only erode and disappear, so we must store eternal treasures in heaven.                                                          (James 5:2; Mt. 6:19)

13 . Be patient in suffering, as God’s prophets were patient.             (James  5:10; Mt. 5:12)

14 . Be honest in your speech so you can say a simple “yes” or “no” and always be trusted. 
15   (James 5:12; Mt. 5:33-37)

CLOSING REMARK:

The Christian’s most powerful resource is communion with God through prayer. The results are often greater than we thought were possible. Since people see prayer as a last resort to be tried when all else fails. This is backwards. Prayer should be first. Since God’s power is infinitely greater than our own, it only makes sense to rely on it, especially because He encourages us to do so.
