05-04-2016 THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST AND THE BELIEVER
The Scriptures teach that all “Believers” will appear before “The Judgment Seat of Christ” or Bema. 

What is the Bema?

The Bema is, by implication any elevated place to which the ascent is by steps, a stage or pulpit for a speaker or reader. An elevated seat like a throne in the theater at Caesarea on which Herod sat. (Acts 12:21) More commonly it means a tribunal, especially of a judge or magistrate. The word Bema is translated “Judgment seat”. The judge invariably sat on a special seat or throne.

There will be “The Judgment Seat of Christ” where all believers will appear. St. John 5:29; I Cor. 15:51-52; Rev.20:4-6 (The first resurrection)

There will be “The Great White Throne Judgment” where all unbelievers will appear. St. John 5:28-29; Rev. 20:11-13;  (The second resurrection) 
Heb. 9:27
“It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” 
All will be judged, both believers and unbelievers.                                  (Ro. 14:10-23; I Cor. 3:13; 4:5) 
Herein is a list of things the “believer” will answer to the Lord. 

1. All “Believers” will be subject to judgment, there will be no exceptions. (Ro. 14:12; I Cor. 3:12-15; II Cor. 5:10; Eccl.12:14)
Note: God will evaluate all our deeds, our motives, desires, and determine if they were good or evil. 

If the grace of God is rejected or neglected there will be no justification when the “believer” stands before the Bema of Christ.

All we do is to be done through the grace of God.

Grace is God’s enabling power at work in the life of the believer to do His will.

2. The judgment will occur when Christ returns for His bride, the church. (St. John 14:3; I Thess. 4: 14-17)
Note: Jesus will return for the church, and receive them (believers) unto Himself for all of eternity. This will enable the “believer” to escape the coming events on the earth in the closing time set by God. The “believer” will forever be with the Lord, then the judgment.

3. The Judge is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.                                        (St. John 5:22; II Tim. 4:8) 
Note: Jesus makes clear:

A. He and His Father are One

B. He has the power to give life

C. He has the power to raise the dead

D. He has the authority to judge people

4. The Scriptures are clear that “The judgment Seat of Christ” is very serious, for one stands the possibility of loss.                                      (I Cor. 3:15; II John 8)
Note: Possibility
A. Being ashamed at His coming (I John 2:28)
B. Burning up of one’s whole life’s work (I Cor. 3:13-15)
The believer’s judgment will not be a declaration of condemnation. This was settled when the person made Jesus Christ Lord and Savior through faith and repentance.

5. Everything will be made manifest.
“All of us (believers) must appear in front of Christ’s judgment seat. Then all people will receive what they deserve for the good and evil they have done while living in their body.” (GWT)

The word “appear” (Gr. Phanee) means “to be revealed openly or publicly.” 
The Lord will examine and openly reveal, in its true reality.

A. Secret acts (Mk. 4:22; Ro. 2:16)
B. Character of all believers (Ro. 2:5-11)
C. The words of all believers (Mt. 12:36-37)
D. The good deeds (Eph. 6:8) 
E. The attitude (Mt. 5:22)
F. The motives (I Cor. 4:5)
G. The lack of love (Col. 3:18-4:1)
H. The work and ministry (I Cor. 3:13)
6. All believers will give an account for their faithfulness or unfaithfulness to God. (Mt. 25:21, 23; I Cor. 4:2-5)
This is based on:
A. Deeds in light of God’s grace

B. The opportunity and understanding of God’s will                                        (Lu. 12:48; John 5:24; Ro. 8:1)
7. All sin, deeds done, when repented of are forgiven and eternal punishment not an issue any longer. (Ro. 8:1)
All deeds and sins are taken into account when being judged for repayment,
“He that does wrong shall receive for the wrong which he has done” (Col. 3:25; Eccl. 12:14; I Cor. 3:15)

II Cor. 5:9-10 (J.B. Phillips)

It is our aim, therefore, to please him, whether we are “at home” or “away”. For every one of us will have to stand without pretense before Christ our judge, and we shall each receive our due for what we did when we lived in our bodies, whether it is good or bad.

A. The believer’s good deeds and love are remembered by God and rewarded.  (Heb. 6:10)
B. God is just in all things
“Whatever good things any man does, the same shall receive of the Lord” (Eph. 6:8)
8. The specific results of the believer’s judgment will be varied. The loss or gain of joy is base on,

A. Their divine approval (Mt. 25:21)
B. Their tasks and authority (Mt. 25:14-30)
C. Their position (Mt. 5:19; 19:30)
D. Their rewards (I Cor. 3:12-14; Phil. 3:14; II Tim. 4:8) 
E. Their honor (Ro. 2:10; I Pet. 1;7)
9. The impending judgment of the believer should perfect in them, 

A. The fear of the Lord (II Cor. 5:11; Phil. 2:12; I Pet. 1:17)
B. Have a renewed mind (Ro. 12:2; Eph. 4:23; Col.3:10)
C. Practice self-control (Gal. 5:23; I Cor. 7:9; Tit. 1:8)
D. Have a strong prayer life (Lu. 18:1; Eph. 6:18; I Pet. 4:5, 7) 

E. Practice holiness and godly living (II Pet. 3:11)
F. Practice showing mercy and kindness (Mt. 5:7; II Tim. 1:16-18)   
The KEY to all the above and confidence to face “The Judgment Seat of Christ” are found in “The Fear of the Lord.”
CONCLUSION: 
According to Scriptures, judgment is always upon the basis of deeds, because one’s deeds are a manifestation of his or her and inner condition. This means that we will be judged not by our profession of faith in Christ, but by the life we have lived. (Mat. 12:36-37, 16;27; Ro. 2: 6-10, 14:12; I Cor. 3:13-15; II Cor. 5:10; Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:25; Rev. 2:23, 20;12, 22:12)  
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